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* E A D E R. 


Occaſion d by the 


PUBLICATION of 4 following 


LETTERS 


— 


RUE RELIGION is of 
ſuch vaſt importance to 
the temporal and eternal 

happineſs of mankind, that a ſerious 


and modeſt attempt to promote a 


A 2 due 
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due regard to it, though not exe- 
cuted with all the ability that could 
be wiſhed, may juſtly claim lome- 
degree of indulgence from the good; 
eſpecially in this age of exceſſive 
diſſipation and pleaſure; in which 
the unſuſpecting YouTn, for one 
friendly Monitor to aſſiſt him in pre- 
ſerving the purity and peace of his 
conſcience, and his juſt hopes of 
immortal felicity, meets a zbouſand 
temptations to ſacrifice them all to 
the momentary gratifications of de- 
praved appetite. In ſuch circum- 
ſtances, attempts of this nature can- 
not well be too greatly multiplied, 

nor ſuch ſalutary hints, as here given, 
be too often repeated. 


oom is now become a fa- 
ſhionable amuſement, and a taſte 
for 


— 
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for it greatly prevalent amongſt per- 
ſons of ſenſe and ingenuity. A 
thing undoubtedly right in itſelf, 
and what deſerves to be encouraged, 


as one neceſſary means of intellectual 
improvement: but it is of the ut- 


moſt conſequence, that this taſte be 


properly directed, and indulged with 


ſome caution, eſpecially by thoſe in 


the younger years of life, leſt in- 


ſtead of being the means of ſuch 


improvement, it ſhould, on the con- 
trary, prove the bane of their vir- 


tue and happineſs. While there. 


fore there are ſo many books of the 
vitiating kind, or, to ſay the leaſt, 
that very much tend to weaken the 
evidences and motives of religion, 
inflame the love of pleaſure, and 


lead off the mind from the moſt in- 


AS tereſt; ng. 
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tereſting objects of its attention? 
I ſay, while this is the caſe, it will 


not be ſufficient to declaim in the 


warmeſt manner againſt this kind 
of books, or even demonſtrate their 


pernicious tendency; we muſt en- 


deavour to produce better, ſuch as. 
are calculated to enlighten the un- 


derftanding, pleaſe the affections, 


and inſpire them with a juſt reve- 
rence for religion. 

This is what is attempted in the 
following Letters, ſeveral of which 
were addreſſed to a young Gentle- 
man abroad, and others of them 


to ſome of we Fog Friends at 
home. 


I have preſerved the original form 


of Letters, though altered and en- 


larged, 


to the REAprfRXxA.. 7 
larged, as beſt agreeing with that 
general and deſultory manner in 
which the ſubjects are treated; and 
in which, perhaps, they are beſt 
treated, when, not the ſtudious, but 
the people of buſineſs, and thoſe of 
the younger ſort, (who have only 
their leiſure hours for this purpaſe) 
are ſuppoſed to be the principal 
readers. Hey are not only natural- 
ly inclined to chuſe the books that 
promiſe them amuſement, rather 

than thoſe which require a laboured 
attention; but alſo find by expe- 
rience, that ſuch kind of reading is, 
generally, beſt adapted to their time 

and capacity, and conſequently moſt 
likely to engage their attention, and 
impreſs their minds. 


4 4 We Though 
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Though the ſentiments here may 
not appear new and uncommon to 
perfons very converſant with books; 
yet, perhaps, ſome of them, by be- 
ing ſet in a new light, may wear ſo 
much the form of novelty, as not 
to be intirely deſtitute. of the power 
of pleaſing, even upon that principle. 
The ſame thoughts too will ſometimes. 
recur ; and no wonder they ſhould, 
in letters written with the ſame ge- 
neral view, and the latter, at a time 
when the contents of the former 
were forgotten: but, I truſt, the 
different manner of expreſſing them, 
and the different connections they 
are placed in, will be a ſufficient 
apology with the candid, for let- 
ting them paſs in the publication. 


6 8 ä As 


to the Reaper, , 9 


As the chief and original deſign 
of theſe Epiſtolary Eſſays was, to 
cultivate in younger minds a ſerious: 
regard to practical religion, J have 
purpoſely avoided all merely ſpecu- 


lative points, ſo often conteſted with 


uncharitable violence amongſt pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians. I have alſo, for 
the ſame reaſon, declined all formal 
controverſy with the Deift ; and 


the rather, as ſometimes ſuch oc- . 


calional hints in favour of Chriſ- 
tianity, as naturally ariſe from al- 
moſt every view of it, find a nearer: 
way to the heart, and ſtrike it with 


greater force, than long and la- 


boured arguments. Though, by 


the way, after all the ſpecious ſhew. 


of reaſoning, with which the Deiſts 
have attacked the divine revela- 
tion, have they really invalidated 
all 
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all the abundant evidence, or indeed 
any material part of it, which its 
ſincere · and judicious friends have 
produced ſo repeatedly in its favour, 
even their own ſober conſciences 
being judges ? — Or, ſuppoling, as 
they would make us believe, they 
have demoliſhed the Chriſtian ſyſtem 
1 of religion, have they given us 
| a better? Or, indeed, can they? — 
| þ That better becomes the paternal 
government, juſtice, goodneſs, and. 
the other perfections of Deity ? Is 
1 better adapted to recover human 
nature from 1ts dark, corrupted, guil- 
ty ſtate ? That can mare effectually 
diſſipate our reaſonable and juſt 
fears, cheriſh our hopes, ſupport us 
under the ſorrows of life, the terrors 
of death, and of the eternal world? 
= | That can give us better or more 
1 uſeful 
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uſeful notions of Gop or of our- 
ſelves, more clearly ſtate the duties 


of morality and devotion, or afford 


us ſtronger and more animating mo- 
tives for the performance of them? 
Ox, in a word, that is better calcu- 
lated to carry us above all undue 
influence from this world, and open 
to us more comfortable and glorious 
proſpects in another? — If not; to 


what purpoſe do they endeavour to 


perſuade us out of our regards to 


Chriſtianity, unleſs to ſet mankind 


looſe from all the moſt powerful 
obligations of religion and morality, 
and make the world ten thouſand 
times more wicked and miſerable 
than ws 5 


The reader of nicer taſte and cri- 


"tical judgment, ſhould he happen 
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to look over theſe papers, will find, 
perhaps, but little to approve, and 
much to cenſure. Amongſt other 
defects, he will doubtleſs remark, 
what he would call a capital, one, 
Six. that there is not that eaſe and 
freedom in the ſtile, which ought 
to diſtinguiſh epiſtolary writings from 
almoſt all others. I grant it. But 
ic ſhould be conſidered, that that 


kind of ſtile is more peculiar to fa- 


miliar letters, where the ſubject is 
mere matter of aniuſement ; and 
that therefore ſome of our greateſt 
writers have departed from that man- 
ner, when the ſubject ſeemed to re- 


quire it. They have handled ſome 


of the deep points of philoſophy. 
and theology by way of letter, and 


yet made uſe of the fame ſtile and 


form of expreſſion, as they would 
. have 


70 the. in . A | 
have dons had they written in anyß 


other way. The like may be ob- 


ſerved in other inſtances, where the 
greatneſs of the ſubject itſelf, or its 


importance to the reader, will uns 
avoidably give an air of dreſs and 


ſolemnity to the ſtile, very different 


from that negligence and familiari- 
ty ſo becoming in common letters. 
This is the caſe with me. The 
main ſubjects of the following let- 
ters are ſerious, and enter very 
deeply into our eternal intereſt. 
My buſineſs therefore was, if poſ- 


ſible, to engage the attention, and 


| awaken the conſcience, and not bare- 
ly to amuſe the imagination. This, 
I thought, I was more likely to ef- 
fect in the manner I have attempted, 


than in any other. However, if 


the end be but anſwered, and any 
(parti- 
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14 An Introductory Addreſs 

(particularly young) reader be led 
by this publication to ſee a divine 
excellency in religion; be inſpired 
with a deeper reverence of God, 
and a more fervent love to his Re- 
deemer; — if already under the go- 
verning influence of the ſacred prin- 
ciples of true piety and goodneſs, 
he become more confirmed in them; 
— if tottering on the brink of vice, 
he be preſerved from falling; or, if 
fallen, awakened to a ſenſe of his 
condition, and reclaimed ; the de- 
fects obvious to the eye of nicer 
_ criticiſm will give me little concern. 
I write for the heart, and if, through 
the divine bleſſing, that be but 
properly influenced with what I 
have written, I reſolve not to be 
deeply affected with the cenſures 


of eee ſeverity z though 1 
would 


1 the RE ADRA. 15 
would by no means ſlight the juſt 
animadverſions of found judg- 


The critic, who has candour te 


moderate, as well as learning and ge- 


nius to diref?, his cenſures, ought to 
be eſteemed and venerated. He is 
not only the judge, but the protector 
of the literary intereſt and pleaſures 
of the public, and of the honours 
and privileges of the ſeveral authors, 
who pretend to inſtruct or entertain 
it. But it derogates extremely from 
the true dignity of that character, 
when they who aſſume it, cenſure 
and applaud at random, and with- 
out conſidering fairly all the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe before them, 
neceſſary to the forming of a right 
* when they treat 
with 
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16 An Introductory Addreſs 

with ſcornful ſeverity, any writer not 
vain of his abilities, and who, with 
a tolerable capacity, appears to en- 
deavour ſincerely at promoting the 
real intereſt and happineſs of man- 
kind. Critics of ſuch a caſt are ſo 
far from meriting reſpect, that they 
are often times more contemptible, 
than the authors they ſo inconſi- 
derately affect to deſpiſe. 


Though I have given only a ge- 
neral view of religion, and endea- 
voured to expreſs myſelf in the 
moſt inoffenſive manner; yet, no 
doubt, there will be here and there 
ſome particular paſſages which the. 
violent in all party-extreams will be, 
offended at. They lee every thing 
in the cleareſt light, (as they ima- 
gine) and are at once very Po/itrve, 

and 
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and very uncbaritable. To ſuch 1 
make no apology; it would be to 
no purpoſe if I did. I profeſs my- 
ſelf a friend to LIBERTY oF Con- 
SCIENCE in the fulleſt meaning of 
the words; and therefore eſteem no 
man the lefs for his differing from 
me in his religious opinions, pro- 
vided he maintains that difference 
with candour and benevolence. But 
BIG OTR is a character, that, how- 
ever ſpeciouſly dignified with pre- 
tences to holy zeal, muſt, to eve- 
ry liberal mind, be peculiarly un- 
amiable, and even contemptible. 
The true Chriſtian himſelf, when 
(as is ſometimes the caſe) he hap- 
pens to be tinctured with it, looſes 
juſt ſo much of his real worth and 
excellency, and becomes an object 
of "Fs though we cannot help 

B loving 


A 


S Ie 
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loving him for his ſincerity and good 


meaning“ 


But, 


* The cool, conſiderate, obſerver of human 
nature will find, even amongſt thoſe who 
profeſs the moſt liberal principles, and talk 
joudeſt of candour and charity, ſome that 
cannot bear with patience any the leaſt op- 
poſition to their favourite opinions; and 
who give themſelves as great airs of infalli- 
bility, and diſcover as much bitterneſs of 
fpirit, as the bigots they are ſo forward to 
condemn. To ſuch as theſe, I doubt not, 
what I have hinted on the doctrine of the 
atonement and mediation of CyR1sT, will be 


offenſive. But they would do well to conſi- 


der they may be miſtaken; and that what 
appears abſurd and irrational to them, ay 
þ-fibly be a diſcovery of infinite wiſdom and 
goodnels, of the higheſt importance to the 
interelt of mankind, and capable « of a moſt 
rational defence. 
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4 Baut, after all, it will, perhaps 8 
a be objected, «© Who amongſt the | | 
young and the gay, in this age of | 
* thoughtleſsneſs, diſſipation, and 
% ice, will give themſelves the 
: < trouble of reading over even one 
0 f theſe Letters, which, in the T8 
& | very face of them, carry -fome- * 8 
2 <« thing ſo intirely the reverſe of 


| << their governing temper, and ſo 
E << likely to provoke their ſpleen and 
f e averſion?” And yet, I anſwer, 
0 where is the father that would not 
5 wiſh his gay ſon to give himſelf ſuch 
kind of trouble? Very few, indeed, 
z of thoſe who are totally immerſed 
In; in pleaſure, and have intirely. loſt 
y all taſte for religion, all feelings of 
oY conſcience, all reverence for the Di- 
b vine Majeſty, and a future ſtate, can 


be ſuppoſed to look into ſuch books 
B 2 as 
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as this. But, I truſt, bad as the 
times are, there are numbers who 
are not ſunk ſo low in moral cor- 


ruption, and who, though from their 


age, diſpoſition, and ſituation in life, 
they may be expoſed to ſtrong 
temptations, and feel ſome begin- 
nings of this epidemic madneſs, are 
not intirely averſe to ſoberer enter- 
tainments, nor quite incapable of 
taſting real pleaſure in the contem- 
plation of religion and virtue. A- 


mongſt theſe I hope to find ſome 


readers. 


Jo conclude: Though theſe Let- 
ters are addreſſed to the young more 
eſpecially, it is to be hoped, they 
will afford ſome degree of pleaſure. 
and improvement to others. To 
feel, and live, under the influence 


of 
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ef genuine and unaffected religion, 
is not only the glory of youth, but 
the beſt ſolace and delight of age; 
affords the ſureſt conſolations, and 
firmeſt ſupports to the mind, under 
the various trials of life, and the 
proſpects of death, and an eternal 
world; and is, therefore, a matter 
of univerſal concernment, the one 
thing needful to all. In this, indeed, 
I fay no more than has been faid 
ten thouſand times over, and what 


every body knows and acknow- 
ledges; but what, nevertheleſs, from 


the too little attention generally paid 


to it, requires to be repeated, and, 
from its infinite importance, to be 


urged upon the conſciences of man- 
kind, as a means of awakening 
them to a juſt regard to their real 
happineſs, which is ſo connected 

with 
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22 An Introduftory Addreſs, Sc. 
with true religion, that it is utterly: 5 
unattainable without it. 


Ad «Inc 


. Mbingdon, 
Ot: 21, 1765. 


P. S. The notes, in the following Letters, 
were added upon the deſign of publiſhing 
them, as neceſſary to illuſtrate or juſtify ſome. 
particular paſſages, 
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Addreſyd more eſpecially to 
YOUNG PERSONS. 


3 EAT FT 
TS * * * _**** Fſq. 


Upon his Son's going abroad. 


A ding my N and con- 
[IN 5 8 cern for your welfare, as in 
your laſt I wiſh you a fine day, and good 
. ſpirits, for your expedition to Graves-end, 
and that your parting on both ſides may 
be with that. chearfulneſs and ſatisfaction, 

| which 
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ſucceſs in buſineſs, and growing reputa- 


LET TERS 
which "ſhould always accompany a con- 
ſciouſneſs of doing for the beſt, and an 
humble reliance on that providence, whoſe: 
kind protection extends to the uttermoſt 
parts of the earth, 2s ſurely and effectual- 
ly, as through the narrow limits of our. 


little home. 


| SED — I cannot go. 
«© Where univerſal love not ſmiles around; 
«Suſtaining all yon orbs, and all their ſons,” 


ſays the elegant THOMSON,. with great. 
propriety of ſentiment. A ſentiment that 
conveys a very pleaſing idea of the divine 
providence, and encourages our humble 
confidence in it at all times, and in every 
condition of life, and is peculiarly ſuitable 
to your preſent ſituation of mind. 


_. Weall join in our moſt earneſt prayers 


and wiſhes for the young adventurer's 


proſperous voyage, and hope in due time 


to receive a good account of his health, 


tion 
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tion for univerſal goodneſs — That he- 
may be preſerved not only from the dan» 
ger of the ſeas, of change of climate, &c.. 
but alfo from thoſe infinitely greater dan- 


gers, ariſing from the bad example of the 


people, he muſt unavoidably, too often, 


converſe with. I do not mean the poor 


| ſtupid heathens, but the worſe than hea- 


thens, degenerate vicious chriſtians ; who: 


with all their advantages of better know-: 
ledge of the nature and reaſons of their 
duty, ſink infinitely below it: and whoſe 
horrid prophaneneſs, intemperance, in- 
Juſtice, falſe notions of honour, and mad: 
purſuit of worſe than brutal pleaſures, 
render them the plagues of ſociety, the 
bane of the deareſt, and moſt an 
intereſt of mankind. | 


You have given him a genteel and vir- 


tuous education, and I hope he will be 
always ambitious of acting worthy of it; 
and particularly remember, that real hap- 
pinels, even in this life, is inſeparably 

con- 
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26 L 
connected with VIRTUE. That the vi- 


eious, ſooner or later, muſt be miſera- 


ble.. That an inward reverence of the- 
ſupreme being, a willing ſubmiſſion to- 
his indiſputable authority, a ſincere and 
fervent love of his amiable perfections, a. 
deſire to pleaſe him and enjoy his favour, 
and the careful cultivation of every mo- 
ral excellency, are not only compatible- 
with the character of a gentleman, but 


eſſentially neceſſary to render it accom- 
pliſhed. It is one of the groſſeſt of the 


errors ſo common amongſt the great dul 


| gar, as COWLE y calls them, to imagine, 


that RELIGION, the CHRISTIAN RELI- 
GION, which is fo evidently adapted to 
reſtore the human nature to its true dig- 
nity and perfection, inſpire us with the 
moſt delightful and glorious hopes, ſup- 
port thoſe hopes with the moſt ſolid rea- 


ſons, and carry them through even eter- 


nity itſelf — I ſay it is the greateſt of er- 
rors, and a contradiction to common. 
ſenſe, to imagine that a religion, which 
i when 


— 


- 
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when underſtood, appears ſo well adapted 
to anſwer ſuch high and important ends 
as theſe, ſhould be a mere impoſition 
upon the credulity of mankind; deſigned 
to amuſe the weak and illiterate multi- 
tude with imaginary hopes and fears, and 
no better than a ſubject of ridicule to 
men of ſenſe and ſpirit, born to high-life, 
and educated with a taſte for its gran- 
deur, and the knowledge of the world. 


It is eaſy to perceive, upon the leaſt 
cool reflection, that MAN 1s not deſigned. 
to exiſt in this preſent ſtate only: he feels. 
himſelf born for immortality, and juſtly 
concludes, that after a ſhort probation: 
here, he muſt be fixed in a ſtate of plea- 
ſure, or of pain, to which he can aſſign 
no period; and conſequently, that with- 
out the fear of Gop, or true religion, 


which, according to the chriſtian ſcheme, 


includes in it repentance of fin, faith in 


CHRIST as 2 Redeemer, and the ſteady 
practice of rational piety and moral good- 


neſs; 
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neſs ; that without this it is impoſſible to 
be happy in that endleſs hereafter... 


Theſe are thoughts indeed, that ſel- 
dom enter the heads, much leſs the 
hearts, of the generality of people in 
higher or lower life, with a due degree of 
power; and yet ſome of the moſt obvi- 
ous, and ſuch. as naturally ariſe from our 
relation to our maker, and our inſepara- 
ble connection with a future ſtate ; and 
are the almoſt ſpontaneous ſuggeſtions of 
a conſcience enlightened hy divine reve- 


lation. 


BY You, my dear ſir, know the truth 


and importance of theſe things, and, I 
am ſure, wiſh, with the anxiety of a fa- 
ther, that your ſon may always feel their 


ſalutary influence. And I doubt not, but 
| the, preſent ſituation you are in, greatly 
encreaſes this anxiety, and that you are 


ready to fear what may be the event of 
the meaſures you are taking; but re- 
mem - 
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member, for your conſolation, you are, 
according ts the beſt of your knowledge, 
in the way of your duty, have commit- 
ted this fon, with many prayers, into 
the hands of the Gop of providence, the 
alwiſe, the almighty, and moſt gracious 


parent of the univerſe, who delights in 


mercy, and has promiſed an happy iſſue 


upon the whole, to all events commit- 
ted to him in humble and pious confi- 
dence. May the tender emotions you 


muſt feel in the parting embrace, be at- 
tended with the fortitude and chearful- 
neſs that confidence tends to inſpire! 
With the moſt ſincere and affectionate 
regards, | 


I am, &c. 


L ET. 
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After his Arrival in IN DIA. 
HE particular ſhare, my dear fir, 
I have in the friendſhip of your ex- 


ecllent father, your own openneſs and 
benevolence of heart, and the many other 
good qualities I ſee you poſſeſſed of, have 


intereſted me.greatly in your favour, and 


given me a ſincere and warm concern for 
your happineſs in both worlds; which, 
at preſent, I do not know how better to 
.expreſs, than by the contents of the fol- 
lowing letter. | 


You have, through the indulgent pro- 


vidence of the almighty, eſcaped the dan- 
gers of the ſeas, and arrived ſafe and well 


at the place of your intended habitation, 


and, I truſt, are happy in a juſt ſenſe of 
that indulgence; and as you find your- 


ſelf 
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Jelf in Aa country, over-ſpread with hea- 
-theniſh darkneſs and ſuperſtition, are 


ſenſible alſo of the infinite advantage of 
the chriſtian revelation, by the means of 


which you have attained to ſuch know- 
ledge, of the nature and perfections of 
the true and eternal Gop, the majeſty of 
his government, and the riches of his 
mercy, how to worſhip him acceptably, 
and where to fix your hope of eternal 


life and happineſs, as they mult be intire 


ſtrangers to. This I truſt you ſeriouſly 
conſider, as an inſtance of the diſtin- 
guiſhing unmerited favour of the univer- 
ſal parent to you, and conſequently a loud 
call upon your gratitude, and ſuch as 
lays you under peculiar obligations to 
cultivate univerſal goodneſs, and ſet an 
cxample of moral excellency, as much 
ſuperior to the beſt of theirs, as your 
advantages evidently are. To animate 
vou to this, my dear friend, is the prin- 
cipal deſign. of the preſent letter, which, 


if favourably received, as I doubt not * 


wall, 


Rs I ade 


hd "a Ira 


ä ——7— ͤ˙*˙* k,‚’f 


8 * 


vt 99 r 
— — 2 


4 4 . - * * * — 
8 ; 9 2 a : n - * 2» => Vp ary - g 2 * 
* — — * 5 * . —— 8 * «4 4 Fre 
8 4 ER . a4. a = — Y eh an r OS bo ** ., IR IS ani at - 
1 — 2 r = * - l a 4 j 8 2 : 8 
— . — > > ee — D— — — > ” — 2 — „ * * N K * x - . 
— 2 > — — — > = ——— - — — — — — — — — — — — orgnans — — aan — 23232 2-4, Woe Goth _ — — < 2 * 3 
2 — —— — — — em Fade en I rr er r — — nn — — — 5 CLAS See ere EC EINE = Cor En Rn npeap I ny x 2 
— —— 2 — — — ———— —ä——i 7 — ——— ¶ — Fon IS E et bla; 4979s — —— —— — — 5 — — — — — — A{AD AD — — — — ne, 
: * —_— —— 2 * 
* ä — yorr * _— ” 3 * * * . * 4 : 5 . Ma a 2 *% 
7 n * * * * 3 Jt g 22 2 N * 4 Te 3 1 TOs hes 62», U * 2 * 9 En 
F "9% « * . . n — 5 i ny 
s * 4 tp a) » RA * 42 +} 


= * * TE 


2 
— — I 


—— — — tf. 


— ß — —— 
— "4 


—— — EA 
+: 


— —ää— OO — 
8 * 


Dr 207 . * 
DT ů — CC 
— — 


2 — 
wa — — 
. W 


— — 


aac 

R K 
5 — Me 
\S 4 2 * 


———— —— —ů— 
2 

. , 

5 Nn 


32 LETTERS. 


will, may be followed with ſeveral others 
of the ſame nature and tendency. The 
ſum and ſubſtance of this moral excel- | 
lency is compriſed in two words, viz. 
RELIGION and VIRTUE. 


| 15 VIRTUE here, I mean the conſtant; 

faithful, diſcharge of all the duties of 
ſelf-government and ſocial life, from ſet- 
tled principles of moral rectitude in the 
mind. The only true foundation and 
proper ſupport of which, is RELIGION. 


By RELIG10N, I mean a divine inter- 
nal principle, uniting the ſoul to the ſu- 
preme excellence, the living, true, and 
ever bleſſed Gop; the love of Gop 
ſhed abroad in the heart, and ſhewing 
itſelf, not in the ſenſeleſs furious zeal of 
a party, the cant of enthuſiaſm, or the 
falſe fears and mortifying auſterities of 
ſuperſtition ; but in the true fear and 
love of Gop, and conſtantly worſhipping 


him in ſpirit and in truth, according to 
| thoſe 
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"thoſe diſcoveries of himſelf and his will, 
he is pleaſed to favour us with; and 
which we chriſtians find in the ſacred r re- 


cords of the BIBLE, 


In that divine book, we have a com- 
plete ſyſtem of religion, ſuch as is no 
"where elſe to be found. Such a view of 
the DEI v and his perfections, of our duty 
to him, and the way of obtaining his fa- 
vour, as beſt ſuits with the depraved ſtate 
' of mankind, and is beſt adapted to fortn 
their minds to the love and practice of 
true piety and virtue. For there we ſee 
the Moſt High in the full luſtre of his mo- 
ral character (viz.) declaring his righte- 
ous reſentments againſt fin, and recon- 


ciling the world to himſelf by the medi- 


ation and ſacrifice of Chriſt his fon; the 
true knowledge of which has a natural 
tendency, and peculiar fitneſs to melt 
the heart, and inſpire it with divine hope 

and love, which are the ſprings of all ge- 
nuine obedience, There the real beau- 
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ty and proper nature of virtue, and the 
awful and delightful ſanctions with which 
the practice of it 1s enforced, are juitly 
diſplayed, and effectually taught. The 
laws, there written, are tranſcripts of the 
morality of the divine mind, and appoint- 


ed for our obſervance by the divine au- 
thority. The threatenings there de- 
nounced againſt tranſgreflors, are the de- 
crees of infinite rectitude; and the pro- 
miſes of mercy there declared to the tru- 
ly penitent, are the pledges of infinite 
love. It is there we learn, indeed, a re- 
ligion worthy of Gop, and perfective of 
human purity and felicity. Let the Bis. r, 
therefore, my dear friend, I entreat 
you, be daily and attentively peruſed; 
eſpecially the New Teſtament, with which 
you can converſe in the original language. 
Let it be alſo your daily prayer tothe Al- 
mighty, that he would enable you to un- 
derſtand the important leſſons there given 
you, and feel the motives with which a 
practical regard to them is urged upon 


YOUr 
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your conſcience. Thus you may reaſon- 
ably expect to meet with the bleſſing of 
providence to give ſucceſs to all your juſt 
endeavours, or effectually ſupport you 
under your diſappointments; enable you 
to enjoy the pleaſures of life with inno- 
cence and ſatisfaction, and meet even 
death itſelf with the heart-chearing hope 
of an happy immortality. 


I am not inſenſible, my friend, that 
the gaiety and vigor of your youthful 
ſpirits, the propenſities of fallen nature 
to preſent ſenſible gratifications, the glare 
of worldly glory, and the example of too 
many about you, are all againſt the con- 
duct I am recommending; but the ſeri- 
ous reflection of a few minutes will ſerve 

to convince you, in theory at leaſt, 
that it is juſt and good, T hat whatever 
ſatisfaction infidelity and vice may pro- 
miſe, and ſeem at firſt to give, they muſt 
miſerably deceive their votaries at laſt; 
GC 2 | but, 
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but, that the pleaſures attendant on 
RELIGION and VIRTUE are real, ſolid, 
growing, and as laſting as your exiſtence, 
i. e. they are ſatisfying and eternal, 
* Theſe, therefore, have deſervedly enga- 
ged the attention of the wiſeſt and beſt 
of men, in ſome of the moſt exalted 
ſtations of life, in all ages of the world, 
as every way becoming the character, and 
conſiſtent with the buſineſs and the plea- 
ſures of the Gentleman, as well as the 
Peaſant. And it is a peculiar ſatisfaction 
and delight to a mind capable of reliſh- 
ing moral excellencies, to ſee a ſenſible, 
good-natured, well educated youth, liv- 
ing under the prevailing influence of ge- 
nuine unaffected religion — fee him in 
ſpite of all the ſoft allurements of vice, 
the ridicule of the vicious, and the con- 
tagious, and too often fatal power of 
their example, bravely maintain an ha- 
bitual reverence of the great and bleſ- 
Fed Gov, juſt ſentiments of his own dig- 
nity 
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nĩty * 2s A rational and immortal being, 


and a ſtrict regard to the practice of eve- 
ry duty — And with the conſciouſneſs 
of all this, fee him humbly ſenſible of the 
imperfections of his character, and there- 
fore caſting himſelf at the feet of FEsUs 


for his pardon and acceptance with Gop. 


Thus he not only enjoys felicity in him- 


ſelf, but gives it to others, by becoming 


a truly imitable example to all his young 
acquaintance, and an honour and delight 


to his deareſt relations. They rejoice in 
him while they live, and leave their moſt | 


affectionate bleflings with him when they 
die. He fills up their places in the world 
with growing reputation, and becomes, 


C3 - 


*r © Nor appeard 


<« Leſs than arch-angel ruin'd.' —= 
Pa RAD. LosT. 


If this elegant tacught of MiLrox's be 
Juſt, ſurely ſome dig nity may be allowed to 


fallen man - he is till rational and-immor- 


tal. 


* _ P 


38 L. E TEN 86 

in his turn, a ſincere friend, a tender 
huſband, a careful parent, and a com- 
mon benefactor; and after a life ſpent in 
piety and happineſs, he dies, full of ho- 
nours, and full of years; and what is 
infinitely more, full of that divine con- 
ſolation and joy, that the conſciouſneſs 
of ſuch a diſpoſition and conduct, and 
the well- grounded hope of future immor- 
tal bleſſedneſs, muſt naturally give. 


And this is the figure, my friend, I 
imagine, to myſelf, of you. Gop grant 
it may be more than imagination, and, 
that you may really appear in theſe ami- 
able colours to the world, to your own 
heart, and even in his ſight who ſees all 
things as they really are! 


But on the other hand, what more 
ſhocking and diſtreſſing ſpectacle in the 
world can there be, than a once hopeful 
youth, bleſt with all the neceſſary means 
of 3 8 and uſcfulnels, breaking 

* 


REx.1610Us and MorRar. 20 
through the reſtraints of a pious educa- 


tion, giving himſelf up to the dictates of 


unbridled appetite; and in ſpite of the 
admonitions of his friends, the rebukes 
of his conſcience, the awful threatenings, 
and gracious promiſes of his bible, ruſh- 
ing headlong, with the giddy, unthinking 


many, into faſhionable wickedneſs ; and 


after being the grief and ſcandal of his 
family, the peſt of ſociety, during a ſhort 
and wretched life, laden with diſeaſes, in- 


famy, and guilt, dying with execrations 


on the paſt, and horror of the future! 


This is a ſcene not merely painted, 
but real, and not unfrequent in theſe 
times of growing infidelity and vice; but 
which, I hope, my dear friend, you will 
never ſee, but in others, and that with a 


juſt mixture of compaſſion, abhorrence, 


and dread. 


I only add, that you have our joint 
wiſhes from our hearts, for your proſpe- 


C4 rity, 
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rity, and that we may live to ſee you a- 
gain in your native country, as amiable, 
and'worthy of eſteem, as competent riches, 
ſincere piety, and univerſal goodneſs can. 
make you | VT 


Nov. £9, I am, &c. 
1754. 
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LET TErIE 


To the ſame, 


OUR obliging letters, my dear. 
| arrived ſafe 
in due time, and gave all your friends 
here a great deal of ſatisfaction, I wiſh. 


fir, dated from 


that to me had been much longer, as it. 
would have been ſo much the more agree- 


able and entertaining. But ſhort as it. 


is, it has convinced me, that you are. 
not only ready to hear, but have good. 
ſenſe to: diſcern the- propriety of the ad- 
vice given you, and a diſpoſition. to ap- 
ply it to practice. I am particularly 
pleaſed, likewiſe, with the. diſcovery of 


your ſentiments in favour of thoſe reli- 


gious hints I gave you in my, laſt; and 
from the encouragement you have given 
me, to write you another, yet longer 
letter, to animate and ſupport you. in 


= io good reſolutions, 1 
We, 


eee een 


rr 

We, who have lived ſome time in the 
world, have too often ſeen, that even a 
virtuous diſpoſition, ſupported by the 
ſincereſt reſolutions, has not always been 
able to withſtand the force of temptation, 
but, in ſome unguarded moment, has 
been unhappily prevailed upon to ſacri- 
fice the ſolid pleaſures of conſcious inno- 
cence, to the flattering dreams of de- 
light in criminal indulgences. And 
though my better hopes of you forbid me 
to entertain any ſuch unpleaſing thoughts 
of your conduct, yet having particularly 
remarked thoſe paſſages in your letter, 
where you ſay, — That good advice 
c 1s ſeldom to be met with in that part 
& of the world where I am, but ſcenes 
cc of debauchery and wickedneſs conti- 
* nually before my eyes ;” — I thought 
it my duty, as a friend, to ſuggeſt ſome- 
thing in my way, that might be likely to 


preſerve you from the pernicious influ» 


ence of ſuch example, and ſecure your 
virtue, and the peace of mind dependent 


up 
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upon it; or, as Mr, THOMSON elegant 
ly expreſſes it. 


— « Save the fall 
« Of virtue ſtruggling on the brink of vice.” 


1 know your weil and benevolent 
temper will not ſuffer you to live with- 
out ſome particular intimacies and con- 
nections, nor would I wiſh you to do ſo. 
Man is born for ſociety, and owes a great 
deal of his happineſs to it. But it is of 
| very great conſequence, that you make. 
choice of the beſt company poſſible, the 
beſt I mean with reſpect to morals; ſuch as. 
have, at leaſt, ſome reverence for Gop 
and religion, for virtue and a future ſtate, 
ſome capacity for feeling the force of mo- 
ral excellency and obligation. 


But as you muſt ſometimes, doubtleſs, 
be expoſed to the occaſional converſation, 
at leaſt, of ſuch as are almoſt, if not 

altogethex 
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altogether abandoned to vice and pro- 
phaneneſs, and incapable of reliſning ſcarce 
any pleaſures but ſuch as ariſe from the 
gratification of their depraved appetites: 
as this, I ſay, muſt be ſometimes the 
caſe, you cannot be too much upon your 
guard againſt the danger. It is right, 
indeed, to be always ready to contribute 
to the ſatisfaction and pleaſure of all a- 
bout you, as far as poſſible, and. to do 
kind and obliging things even to the 
worlt ; but, at the ſame time, take care 
that the benevolence of your nature does 
not prove a ſnare to your virtue, by lay- 
ing you too open to the influence of a 
ſort of people, that will hardly think of 
any other way of returning your kind- 
neſs, than by hurting your morals, under 
the appearance of friendſhip. In this ſi- 
tuation, therefore, you will find it abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary, with an humble depen- 
dence on the Almighty, to exert your 
utmoſt efforts, and call in all the pow- 


ers of divine grace to. your aſſiſtance. 
An! 
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And here particularly, it will be of the 
greateſt conſequence, not to ſuffer any 
ſentiment, unbecoming your rational and 


immortal nature, your relation to the 


great Gop, and your hope of his friend- 
ſhip, ever to find the leaſt countenance 


or indulgence in your heart, much leſs 
to dwell there; and to cultivate always 
ſuch an habitual realizing ſenſe of the 
preſence of the DEIT Y, his majeſty, 
power, mercy, and the ſacred obliga- 
tions you are under to pleaſe him above 
all, that you may feel its influence upon 
every ſuch emergency, feel yourſelf re- 
ſtrained by the conſciouſneſs of his all- 
-beholding eye, and ſupported by a de- 
pendence on his all-upholding hand. — 
In a word, that you make 1t your con- 


cern, that the principles of our holy re- 


ligion, may ſo live in you, ſo mingle 
with all your thoughts, purpoſes, and 
ſprings of action, that you may find their 
divine aſſiſtance always ready at hand in 


the hour of temptation, — Yet, at the 
ſame 
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ſame time, ſee that your religion ſits per- 
fectly eaſy upon you, that is, without 
any fanatical grimace, and affectation of 
ſanctity; ſo that though it appear in your 
countenance and behaviour at all times, 
as indeed it ought to do, it may appear 
as the effect of rational conviction and 
rectitude of mind, under the influence of 
divine truth, and not of the mere preju- 
dice of education, much leſs of ſenſeleſs 
enthuſiaſm and ſuperſtition. 


A due attainment in theſe things will 
give you a vaſt advantage over thoſe vi- 
cious intruders upon your better inclina- 
tions, will inſpire you with a juſt ſenſe 
of your real ſuperiority, give you digni- 
ty even in their eyes, if they have any 
underſtanding, and enable you to look 
down upon them in a manner they muſt 
feel. They may at firſt, perhaps, by 
tempting occaſions, entreaties, flatteries, 
and every art of wicked perſuaſion, en- 
deavour to draw you into the ſame ſenti- 

ments 
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ments and courſe of life with themſelves 3 


but the temper and conduct above re- 


commended, will enable you to excuſe 
yourſelf ſo readily, and with ſuch ſpirit 
and addreſs, as will, at once, diſappoint 
and ſilence them. And though theſe re- 
pulſes ſhould lead them more particular- 
ly into a view of your religious principles, 
and conſequently to attack them with all 
the powers of banter and ridicule, in or- 
der, if poſſible, to make you aſhamed ot 
what is, indeed, your trueſt glory; yet, 
even here, the conſciouſneſs of that ſu- 
periority of character, with which real 
virtue and religion uſually favour their 
ſincere votaries, will naturally inſpire 
your mind with fortitude, give an un- 
diſturbed compoſure and ſteady ſerenity 
to your countenance, and enable you to 
treat even their moſt ſpirited ridicule 
with that determined, though benevo- 
lent, indignation and contempt, it de- 
ſerves: and this, with their conſciouſ- 
neſs of their own littleneſs and want of 

Con- 
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conſequence, by this means thoroughly 
awakened, will ſo ſurpriſe and confound 


them, as ſoon t to rid you of their imper- 
tinence. 


It is ſaid, “that the righteous is bold 
< as a lion.” So he may, and ought to 


be. When, therefore, men of real vir- 


tue fall by the ſolicitations or ridicule of 
the vicious, it is owing, very often, in- 
tirely to their want of courage and refo- 
lution ; and this to the want of a juſt 


ſenſe of the dignity and importance of 


their characters. They: ſhould, there- 
fore, ſo far as is conſiſtent with an hum- 
ble ſenſe of their obligations to the grace 
of Gop, and dependence upon it, endea- 
vour to conſider more particularly and 
attentively the real greatneſs and majeſty 
of virtue, and the real littleneſs and mean- 
neſs of vice; and cheriſh that juſt and 
laudable pride, if I may ſo call it, fo ne- 
ceflary and uſeful in this conflict. Thus 


the apoſtles often remind the chriſtians 


6 
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to whom they write, of their high call. 
ing, and relation to the Eternal Father, = 
and the LoxD JESUS CHRTST, as mo- | | 
tives to a worthy and becoming conduct. _ 


8 


But after all, the danger of frequenting 
vicious company is ſo extremely great, | 
that it requires much more prudence and 1 
circumſpection, reſolution and courage, $1 | 
than commonly falls to the ſhare of young MM 
perſons, even of the beſt difpoſitions and 
greateſt abilities, improved by the mot 
rational and pions education, to guard 
cftectually againſt it. It is like breath- 
ing in a peſtilential air, without know- 
itig it to be ſuch, where we draw in the 
moſt fatal and deadly poiſon, under the 
notion of neceſſary refreſhment and de- 
light, Many a ſober, and even religi- 
ouſly inclined youth, who has given his 
real friends the moft pleaſing hopes of 
his making a figure in the world, as a 
man of buſineſs, virtue, piety, has ſadly | 
iſappointed theſe hopes; been loſt to 


e 
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all uſefulneſs to others, but that of being 
a terrible example; and ſunk into utter 
perdition, all proſpects of happineſs ts 
himſelf in reſpect of both worlds; all 
merely through the pernicious influence 
of bad company. 


It is therefore certainly much more 
ſafe, and, indeed, an indiſpenſible duty 
owing to your ſelf, my friend, to keep 
intirely out of the way of ſuch tempta- 
tion if poſſible. However, by no means 
in the world ſhould you be induced to 
enter into any particular connections and 
intimacy with ſuch dangerous enemies 
to your deareſt and moſt important in- 
tereſt. 


The pious king of Iſrael breaks out 
into. a kind of benevolent rapture in the 
view of the good man's felicity in this 
caſe. — O the happy, thrice happy 
c man, that walketh not in the counſel 
of the ungodly, and ſtandeth not in 

eh the 
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< the way of ſinners, nor ſitteth in the, 
s ſeat of the ſcornful, but his delight i is 
jn the law of the great Jehovah.” * 
The obſervation indeed is old, and with 
us very commonly repeated, and there- 
fore too little regarded ; but nothing in 
the world can be more elegant, juſt, 
pertinent, or more worthy of our ſeri- 
ous attention, And ſo much of this 
mind was another princely writer, of the 
greateſt fame for his univerſal know- 
ledge, that he gives it by way of advice, 
and delivers it with a moſt remarkable 
vehemence and energy of expreſſion. — 
Enter not into the path of the wick- 
«© ed, go not in the way of evil men, — 
4 AVOID IT, — PASS NOT BY IT, — 
„ TURN FROM IT, — and PASS A- 
* way.” And all this receives an in- 
finite addition of force, when we conſi- 

D 2 * der 


For ſo, it is acknowledged, the ſacred + 
original may be very juſtly rendered, P/a/n: 
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der it as communicated to us, under the 
direction and ſacred authority of the Spi- 
rit of Gop, whoſe dictates it is moſt 
certainly our duty and intereſt to follow, 
however different they may happen to be 
from thoſe which the vogue of the world, 
and the prevailing opinions and practice 
of the many, would lead us to prefer be- 
fore them. 


Singularity, indeed, is a frightful word 
to people who are always governed by 
mere popular taſte and faſhion. And let 
it be ſo to you, my friend, in things in- 
different, and that are not likely to have 
any pernicious influence upon your piety 
and morals. But when the alternative 
is, that you muſt either be ſingular, or 
ſin againſt Gop; ſingularity is then a 
virtue, and even more than a mere vir- 
ture, it is heroic excellency and glory |! 
It is to appear in a character that, how- 
ever weak, ignorant, and deluded mor- 
tals may affect to deſpiſe, thoſe wiſe and 

1 bene 


* 


benevolent ſpirits, that watch over the 


conduct of the juſt and good, always 
admire and applaud, and the bleſſed Gop 


himſelf graciouſly rewards with peculiar 


marks of his favour and bleſſing. 


1 am, &c. 
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PET TER IV. 
To the finds. In Continuation. 


8 one principal means of ſupport-. 

ing the character and conduct re- 
commended in my laſt, my dear young 
friend, give me leave to obſerve the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of ſetting apart ſome time 
every day for retirement from the world, 
felf reflection, reading and conſidering of 


the holy ſcriptures, thinking over the 


great concerns of your ſpiritual and eter- 
nal intereſt, and for the worſhip of Al- 
mighty Gop, in adoration, thankſgiving, 
and prayer. 


This, I confeſs, is a kind of advice 
that a libertine would be apt to ſneer at, 
and <ell-ne, in his heart, at leaſt, that 
it ſavoured too much of monkery and the 
prieſthood, to be reliſhed by young gen- 
tlemen of ſpirit, that had opportunity and 
p taſte 
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taſte for the pleaſures of the world in- 
which he lives; and would add, per- 
haps, that it was mean, unneceſſary, 
contemptible. But I am. well aſſured 
you are capable of more juſt and rational 
reflection, and when you do reflect, will 
readily acknowledge the propriety of what 
1 ande aid. 


Some confine their idea of virtue to 
the duties we owe to ourſelves, and to 
ſociety, in the concerns of this life and 
world, as if this were the whole duty of 
man. But our bibles give us a more 
perfect and complete idea of it. They 
tell us, it is not enough to be temperate, 
juſt, merciful ; but that we mult alſo, 
WALK HUMBLY WITH OUR GoD. — 
Even heathens have taught the ſame docs 
es And, indeed, it is impoſſible for 
D 4: + ©) r 

* Pythagoras begins his golden verſes with 
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à man ſerioufſly to reflect without finding: 
ſomething within him approving it. We 
ſtand in a peculiar relation to God and: 
another world, and reaſon and conſcience. 
tell us, that there are peculiar duties and. 
i intereſts ariſing from that relation, which, 
j muſt be of the moſt ſerious importance, 
| and demand our conſtant attention and: 
i | care, however neglected by the reſt of 


"= mankind. 


1 If we are bound, as all the world al- 

low, to reverence, love, and obey the 
fathers of our fleih, how much more the 
father of our ſpirits? — Our obligations 
l to them are great, but ariſe from a ſub- 
yg _ ordinate and ſecondary relation; our re- 
un lation to him 1s original and ſupreme, 
| and our obligations muſt be ſo. too. And, 
indeed, all our duties to fociety, ariſe 
properly from our relation to him as the 
great LoRD of all ; and from that order, 
connection, and fitneſs of things, which 
he has conſtituted ; and are all beſt and 


moſt 
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moſt effectually diſcharged, by an habi- 
tual heart-imprefling ſenſe of thoſe obli- 
gations we are under to him. And if 
we muſt indeed exiſt after death in an 
eternal world, and our condition there 
be more happy or miſerable than it is 


here, as is moſt certainly the caſe ; ſurely 


it muſt be a matter of the utmoſt conſe- 


quence, to cultivate that temper and dif- 


poſition, which not only our bibles, but 
even reaſon and conſcience, aſſure us, is 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary to our happineſs, 
But how is this to. be done without time 
for ſerious recollection, or ſome regular 
ſeaſons of retirement from the buſineſs 
and amuſements of the world ? 


It is clear then, that a ſteady, con- 


ſtant, warm attention to religious exer- 
ciſes, is every way becoming our rati- 
onal and immortal natures, and an e{- 
ſential part of our duty. And if our ob- 
lgations here are thus founded in reaſon 
and conſcience, it is not in the power 


of 
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of vicious diffipation and thoughtleſsneſs, 
or the moſt obſtinate infidelity, however 
ſtupifying for the preſent, to ſet them 
aſide, or even leſſen their authority. 


Let us confine our thoughts, at pre- 


fent, more particularly, to the great duty 


of PRAYER, as in ſome ſenſe compriling 

all the other duties of devotion ; for, 
where that is performed with proper ſpi- 
Tit and temper, the reſt will not be omit- 
ted. And what is prayer, but an humble 
acknowledgment of our dependence on 
the great and bleſſed Gop, and devo- 
tion to his will? Or a religious expreſ- 


fron of that regard, which is due from 


us, as reaſonable and dependent crea- 
tures, to the ſupreme majeſty and good- 
neſs of our Creator? A duty therefore 
highly reaſonable in itſelf, and as Oy 
beneficial to us. 


Prayer, as directed and aſſiſted by the 
light of the ſacred oracles, is a natural. 
| ; means 
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means of leading us into the moſt inti- 
mate knowledge of the perfections, pro- 
vidence, and grace of Gop, the moſt 
uſeful acquaintance with ourſelves, and 
with that world where we are to have 
our everlaſting abode. The conſtant 
practice of it, tends to fix an habitual awe 
upon our paſſions, and check their irre- 
gularities, ſpiritualize our affections, and 
inſpire us with the ambition of a charac- 
ter, and the hope of an happineſs, be- 
coming the high rank of intelligent and 
immortal beings. 7 


«© Pray'r ardent opens heav'n, lets down a ſtream 

« Of glory on the conſecrated hour 

« Of man, in audience with the deity. 

Who worſhips the great Gop,that inſtant joins. 
„The firſt in heav'n, and ſets his foot on hell.“ “ 


By prayer we lay hold on the almigh- 
ty ſtrength, and make the Moſt High 
our refuge, and thus poſſeſs that grace 

5 | that 
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that tends to keep our minds in perfect 
peace, amidſt a thouſand tumultuous and 
diſtracting cares adminiſters conſolation 
in the greateſt ſorrows ; animates us in 
the face of the greateſt difficulties; guards 
us againſt temptation ; confirms all our 
good reſolutions; nouriſhes the principles 


of virtue; and ſecures to us real felicity 


in time and eternity, Nor can there be 
any of the delights and joys of life ſo ab- 
ſolutely in our power, as to render this 
.Eind of regard to the DEITY unneceſſa- 
ry, however the heart intoxicated with 
vanity, may be inclined to think ſo; be- 
cauſe, we ſtill depend upon the divine 
pleaſure for the continuance of our hap- 
pineſs. He that humbles the proudeſt 
kings, and beggars the richeſt nations 
whenever he pleaſes; though he may at 
preſent ſet us out of the reach of all ap- 
parent danger, can, in a moment, change 
the ſcene, and plung us into the deptiis 
of human wretchednets, 


By 
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By prayer, we do not pretend to give 
any kind of information to the all-know- 
ing Gop, or make any alteration in his 
perfect and unchangeable mind, which 
indeed is impoſſible. We conſider it on- 
ly as a natural and becoming manner of 
expreſſing our dependence upon him; and 
as a rational and an appointed medium of 
deriving, from his beneficence, the grace 
and mercy we need. It means that we 
believe the reality and œcoOmy of his 
providence, and that in this way we ex- 
pect to receive the “' bleſſing from the 
« LoRD, and righteouſneſs from the 
_ « Gop of our ſalvation.“ 


Nor can it ſurely be juſtly thought 
any meanneſs, in the greateſt and moſt 
exalted creature on earth, to become an 

humble ſupplicant at the throne of that 
BEING, whoſe glory 1s above the hea- 
vens, whoſe majeity ſtrikes the higheſt 
angels with the profoundeſt awe, and in 
whoſe ſight all the kingdoms of the world, 
| with 
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with all their riches, and power, and 
glory, are leſs than nothing and vanity! 
No, there is, there can be nothing mean 
in fuch acknowledgments:— nothing for 
a creature that calls itſelf reaſonable to 
hold in contempt : — nothing unbecom- 
ing the abundance of the rich, the power 
of the great, the gaiety of the young, 
who remember, what one would think 
it impoſſible ever to forget, that they live 
here as probationers for an endleſs here- 
after, infinitely happy or miſerable. 


In a word, whoever believes a Gop, 
the moral governor of the world, and 


= conſiders theſe things; conſiders, the ex- 
2 4! | cellencies and perfections of Gop, the 
| i nature of man, the utility and advanta- 
(| gqes of prayer, muſt acknowledge it a moſt 
[| reaſonable ſervice, and a neceſſary means 
of his true happinels. 


And this duty is ſo eſſential a part of, 
what is commonly called, natural Reli- 
| gion, 
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gion, ſo plain a dictate of conſcience, ſo 
neceſſary for the ſupport of the human 
mind, when awakened to a juſt ſenſe of 
its condition, that not only Chriſtians þ 
and Jews, but Mahometans and Hea- 9 
chens, even the moſt wicked and aban= | 
doned of mankind, who have not loſt all 2 
ſenſe of a DEITY, when they find them- 
ſelves in diſtreſs, at leaſt when under 
the apprehenſions of immediate ruin, are 
led by a kind of moral inſtinct to ſeek the 
aids and conſolations of ſome power above 
them, and to lay hold on his mercy by 
prayer, as their laſt reſort, their only re- 
maining aſylum. Their common no- 
tion of an almighty being, the parent of 
the univerſe, and their ſenſe of danger, 
prompt them to ſuch acknowledgments 
of his providence, without any reflections 
on the more particular reaſons and 
grounds of their duty. And what ſuch _ 4 
unhappy creatures do thus occaſionally, LE 

and from the mere impulſes of nature, | 
we ſhould do conſtantly, from rational 
cons 1 
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conviction, and ſettled-principles of reli- 
gion. : 

/ 

But however conſtant, ſincere, and 
fervent, you are in the exerciſes of pri- 
date devotion, my dear friend, let not 
that ſatisfy you; but, as you have oppor- 
tunity, make conſcience of paying the 
| Tame ' ſerious attention to public. It is 
= true, this branch of duty to the Moft 
= High, is now growing too much out of 
uſe, and looked upon, by the unthinking, 
as a matter of very httle conſequeyſce. — 


—— 


c 


ll 1 I he infidel ſneers at a regular conſtant 
1 regard to the public inſtitutions of reli- 
gion, as a ſure indication of a weak, bi- 
=” gotted, ſuperſtitious mind; and the luke- 
I | warm believer, is glad to find an excuſe 
1 i | to indulge himſelf in the neglect of them: 
| 1 | bdut ſurely, if there be a Gop, and any 
— religious homage or reſpect at all due to 


| him, as certainly there is, reaſon will 
| tell us it ought to be made a ſocial con- | 

Fl 1 cern. — Our ſocial natures, wants, privi- 

il | | leges, 
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Jeges, enjoyments, all, call upon us ts, 


offer up our united acknowledgments, 
-prayers and praiſes to Gop as to our com- 
mon Father, Benefactor, and LorD. — 
This is one principal medium, by which 


the ſpirit of private devotion is nouriſhed 


and maintained in its true life and vi- 
Jour. — And, indeed, the very exiſtence 
of religion itſelf in our world, with which 
the happineſs of. mankind, their ſocial 


and individual happineſs in both worlds, 
is ſo particularly and inſeparably connec- 


tod, depends very much upon the public 


exerciſe of its duties — By this means 
the glorious doctrines, the holy precepts, 


the animating promiſes, which lie at the 


foundation of all true piety and virtue, | 
are brought to our remembrance, their 


cxcellency and importance diſplay d, and 


a due regard to them urged upon our 


cConſciences, and all under the advantage 


of a divine appointment, and the aſſu- 


rance of the divine preſence and blefling, 


i we will believe our BIBLES, According- 
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ly we are exhorted and commanded, 
not to forſake the aſſembling of our- 
e ſelves together, but to worſhip the 
«- LoRD in the beauties of holineſs, to 
call upon and praiſe his name toge- 
& ther.“ — Hence the truly wiſe, in all 
ages of the world, have admired and 
practiſed the duties of public worſhip, 
and with one voice have declared their 
abundant excellency and utility. And 
the more attentively and ſeriouſly - you 


_ conſider this ſubjeR, in the light in which 


reaſon and conſcience, as well as the B1- 
BLE, ſet it, the more clearly you will fee 
the futility and danger of liſtening to the 


voice of prejudice againſt public religion; 


however ſupported by ſpecious pretences 
to better knowledge and taſte, or the 
authority of great names, and the power 
of faſhionable example. | 


I am, &c. 
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-ther, recommended in my | 


* 
8 * 
* 


. J intercourſe with the Almighty Fa- 
alt, may be 
maintained conſiſtently with your condi- 


tion, as a SINNER againſt him, and your 


prayers be heard with acceptance, let all 
be done in the name of the Lorp 


«© JesvVs 3” i. e. let all be accompanied 


with a deep ſenſe of your unworthineſs, 


and an humble penitent truſt in Cn —— 


as opening a new and living way”. 
your hope «c by his blood.“ TI cannot 
here enter into a formal proof of this 


doctrine *; but I ſhould be wanting in 


friendſhip to your beſt intereſt, which I 

haye profeſſed ſo much concern for in 

the reſt of theſe letters, if I did not re- 
| „ 


* See-more, Letter X. 
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commend it to your devout conſideration 


and ſtudy, as you will find it repreſented» 
in your BIBLE, eſpecially the New Te- 
ſtament. With a conſcience purified by 
a vital faith in the atoning efficacy of the 
Redeemer's precious blood, and a ſenſe 
of the forgiving mercy of GoD that way 


manifeſted, you will find nnutterable plea- 


ſure in a conſtant courſe of devotional 


exerciſes ; draw nigh to the ſupreme Ma- 


jeſty, and contemplate his perfections, 
with the true ſpirit of adoration ; love 
and confide 'in him, as your gracious 
Father; and be enabled to maintain your 


- Chriſtian character with ſolid ſatisfaction 
to your on heart, and juſt dignity in 


the eye of the world. 


It is true, this way of coming unto 
Gop, and fixing your hope of accept- 
ance with him, is condemned by ſome 
as unneceſſary and irrational; a piece 
of mere puritanical abſurdity. And 1 


readily confeſs it is ſo intirely out of the 


ſphere 
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ſphere of human reaſon, as not to be 
diſcoverable by any exerciſe. of its pow-- 
ers that we know of, and therefore mat - 
ter of pure, ſupernatural, REVELATION; 
yet when revealed, and as it is revealed in 
our BIBLES, it appears ſo neceſſary to the 
| honour of the divine government; ſo 
worthy of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs ;. 
ſo ſuited . to the condition of guilty de- 
praved creatures, ſuch as we all are.;. 
that our. reaſon, upon an unprejudiced 
conſideration and real underſtanding of 
it, cannot but approve and rejoice in it. 


The preſumptuous pride of. reaſon, is, 


by this means indeed, laid low in the 
duſt, but all its humble ſerious enquiries 
about the divine friendſhip, and all its 
moſt enlarged deſires after it, are abun- 
dantly ſatisfied. — Without a ſupernatural, 
or ſpecial REVELATION, we have nothing 
to depend upon for our pardon and re- 
oration to the favour of the Deity, but 
that general benignity or mercy we per- 
ceive in his works of creation and pro- 

E 3 vidence 


on 
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videnee; which, whether it wil, or, in- 


deed, conſiſtently with his other perfec- 
tions, and the ends of his government, 
can, be ſo far extended towards us, even 
fuppoſing our fincere repentance, it is 


utterly impoſſible, from any principles of 


reaſoning, diſcoverable by us in the book 
of nature only, fairly to conclude. Rea- 
ſon itſelf will tell us, that our repent- 
ance, though fever ſo ſincere, and in 
other reſpects allowed to be $ever ſo 
proper a qualification for mercy, is not 
that perfect obedience which we owe to 
our Maker; nor can do any thing to- 
wards repairing the diſhonour done to 
the divine government by our ſins. Mere 
uncertain gueſſes, attended with perplex- 
ing darkneſs and diſtreſſing fears, is all 


that reaſon, without farther aſſiſtance, 


can poſſibly afford in this important caſe. 
At her oracle it is in vain to expect a 
ſatisfactory anſwer to that moſt ſerious 
and intereſting enquiry, What ſhall I 
do to be ſaved?” and the higher ad- 
. vances 


2% 
« 39 


Rriorous and Monat, or 


; vances we make in- the knowledge of 

| God, his perfections and government, 

and of our own nature, its defilement 
and guilt, the more numerous will be 
our difficulties; the more uncertain our 
hopes; and the more afflicting our fears. 


But when we look into the book of 
Gop, we find the cleareſt, ſtrongeſt, aſ- 
ſurances from himſelf of the hain 
of his nature, and that “ there is indeed 
ce forgiveneſs with him for all ſincerely 
* penitent believers.” There we ſee 
him ſending his dearly beloved ſon from 
heaven, the faithful and true witneſs, 
to declare the glorious and delightful 
truth, and atteſt it in the moſt ſolemn 
and affecting manner, even by his moſt 
bitter and painful death, And what ſtill 
more abundantly adds to the luſtre and 
evidence of this truth, and gives the ful- 
leſt ſatisfaction to the awakened mind, 
ſunk down with the conſciouſneſs of its 
guilt and unworthineſs, is, the farther 
E 4 aſſurance 
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aſſurance there given, that this interpoſi- | 


tion of the Son of God is to be conſidered 


as that of a MEDIATOR and ADVOCATE, 
with reſpect to the Divine Juſtice ; and 
that his obedience, even to the death 
of the croſs, in that character, is to be 
underſtood as a true and proper facrifice 
of atonement to that juſtice for our fins; 
a neceſſary and completely ſatisfactory 
acknowledgment to the Majeſty of the 


Divine Government affronted by us, and 


the graciouſly appointed medium of lead- 
ing us to fincere repentance and obe- 
dience, and rendering us acceptable to: 
a juſt and holy Gon. Hence we read, 
that he puts away fin by the ſacrifice 


of himſelf-— That we have redemption 


and remiſſion of fins, are juſtified and 
« have acceſs to Gop by his blood; 
and that“ he gives repentance, and re- 


„ conciles us to Gop.“ 


4 


And indeed this great and glorious doc- 
trine of an ATONING MEDIA TOR, makes 
| 2 
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æ capital and leading article, in the B1BLE' ? 
account of the religion of fallen man, 
and runs through every part of that gra-- 
cious revelation, (though with different 
degrees of perſpicuity) from the firſt pro- 
miſe made to our guilty parents in-Para- 
diſe, to the laſt chapter of the ſacred: 
canon. And, fo far as it has been diſ- 
cerned, has always been the firſt and. 
laſt reſort of every truly penitent ſin- 
ner's conſcience, in the. great affair of: 
pardon and acceptance with Gop. - 


Hence it is, that; the name of CHRIST. 
is ſo peculiarly delightful to the true 
Chriſtian. He has ſeen and felt the evil 
of fin, and found deliverance from it, 
ONLY HERE; HERE he reſts his hope of. 
forgiveneſs and eternal life, as on a ſure: 
foundation, the Rock againſt which the 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail. Having; 
gained THIS rock, he breathes new air, 
feels new life, and new enjoyments ;. 


looks down on earth and all her glories. | 
with 


 :L FER 6: 
with a juſt contempt, and pants for hea- 
ven, and the immortal honours and feli- 
cities there. He reads his BIBLE with 
peculiar pleaſure, becauſe he finds it full 
of the power and grace of his Redeemer. 
The .hiſtory of providence, the inſtitu- 
tions of religion, the doctrines and pro- 
miſes of eternal happineſs, as there re- 
corded, all refer to JEsUs, as the be- 
ginning and end, the life and ſoul of 
the whole, the grand medium of all the 
diſpenſations of grace and mercy to man- 
kind: for no man has ſeen Gop at 
cc any time,” but as the Son reveals 
him; ftiled therefore, the image of 
the inviſible Gop, the brightneſs of 
& glory.“ In the days of the patriarchs 
and prophets, under the Old Teftament, 
he was the angel of the divine pre- 
« ſence,” thro' whom the name of Gop, 
his power, - majeſty, mercy, as the Gop 
of grace and ſalvation, were manifeſted ; 
though many of the peculiar glories of 
his perſon and office were ſtill concealed 
under 


| REeL1610Vvs and Morar., 75 
under a veil of comparative obſcurity. 
But in the New Teſtament, this veil 
is drawn aſide, and he ſtands forth in 
the full luſtre of his ſacred character, 
as the © Saviour of men; Gop mani- 
<« feſt in their fleſh; having all the ful- 
5 neſs of the Godhead dwelling in him 
« bodily. The mediator between Gop 
and man,” whoſe interpoſition is of 
the higheſt conſequence to our intereſt 
in the divine favour. . | 


However the name of the Loxp JE- 
sus, therefore, mày- be abuſed by en- 
thuſiaſts and hypocrites, to ſerve their 
vile purpoſes; the vicious infidel blaſ- 
phemouſſy deride it; or the cold diſciple 
treat it with indifference ; the real Chri- 
ſtian will think on it with the moſt 
_ affectionate gratitude, and rejoice in it 
as the only name given under heaven for 
his ſalvation ; the name of that moſt ne- 
ceſlary, ſincere, and amiable friend, who 
has redeemed him to Gop by his blood. 
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In a word, the ſacred dignity of the 


perſon of CarisT ; his unparallelled hu- 
miliation; his moſt perfect obedience to 
the will of his Father; his fervour in de- 
votion; his patience in ſuffering; his 
contempt of worldly glory; his ardent 
love of mankind; the manner and deſign 
of his death; the power of his reſurrec- 
tion; the heights of his exaltation, and 
the dominion he exerciſes over all crea- 
tures; his ſecond coming to diſſolve the 
preſent frame of nature, and judge the 
world in righteouſneſs; and the manifeſt 
tendency of the whole to reſtore true. ho- 


Iineſs and felicity to man — Theſe parti- 


culars (and many others of the like na- 
ture, which we find in our BIBLES con- 
cerning this glorious perſonage) conſti- 
tute a CHARACTER of ſuch univerſal per- 
fection, grandeur, and importance, as 
muſt very ſenſibly ſtrike every mind that 
has any juſt ſenſe of moral excellency, 
any taſte for true glory ; but much more 


ſo when it is conſidered, that with THIS 


CHA 
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nARAcrER the Eternal Father is ſo 
infinitely WELL PLEASED, as to grant" 
pardon and eternal life to all who pay-a 
juſt regard to it; and, from the views 

of his metrcy.this way given, to inſpire 
the ſinner's heart with the deepeſt ab- 
horrence of all fin, and the moſt anima- 
ted love of univerſal righteouſneſs, and 
conſequently prevail on him to avoid the 
one and practice the other. 


He it therefore, my dear fir, your par- 
ticular and moſt ſerious concern to en- 
tertain proper ſentiments of CRRISTH; 
to find his love ſhed abroad. In your 
heart ; to truſt in him as your. SAVIOUR, 
and obey him as your LoRD. 


Lem very ſenſible, that were I writing 
to one of the gay, filly, unthinking young 
fellows, with which this age. abounds, 
he would be ready, by this time, (and, 
perhaps, long before) to ſay — “ if this 
e be religion, which you have been de- 
| “ ſcribing 
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e ſcribing in theſe letters; if ſuch con- 


* 


<<. tradition to the manners of the world, 


& ſuch retirement and devotion, public 
cc and private, and ſuch regards to JE- 
sus CHRIST and his laws, be neceſ- 
< ſarily implyed in it, it muſt ſurely be 
<< a very gloomy melancholy thing, the 
c very bane of all youthful pleaſure, 
© and even of all reſpectable figure and 


* uſefulneſs in life.” I have, however, 


a better opinion of your underſtanding | 
and diſpoſition, fir, than to imagine you 
would talk in this ſtile, or allow your- 
ſelf to entertain ſuch ſentiments as theſe; 
and yet you are not out of the reach of 
temptation to do ſo; I would, there- 
fore, obſerve, that though it muſt be 
acknowledged, enthuſiaſm and ſuperſti- 


tion, eſpecially in ſplenetic conſtitutions, 


have led too many to give ſuch repre- 
ſentations of religion, as really diſguſt 


the ſenſible and terrify the weak, to the 


infinite prejudice of its intereſt, and the 


true happineſs of mankind, always con- 


nected 
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nected inſeparably with it; yet that the 
ſcripture idea of it, ſuch as I have en- 
deavoured to give, cannot be fairly ob- 
jected to as having any ſuch tendency. — 
Here is nothing required of you as a du- 
ty, but what is every way becoming your 
reaſonable and immortal nature; nothing 
forbidden, but what is indeed baſe and 
diſhonourable ; you are alarmed with no 
dangers, but what are real, and, if not ; 
prevented, will prove fatal ; the promiſes 
made you are all faithful ; and the bleſ- 
{ings they contain, ſuch as cannot fail 
of affording you endleſs felicity, if you 
{incerely believe them, and act agreeably. 


And now by way of concluſion to theſe 
two laſt letters, I beg leave to add — 
That with a mind thus enlightened and 

ſupported by faith and prayer, you will 

not only be able to withſtand the moſt 
forceable temptations to vice; or, if in 
ſome unguarded moment unhappily over- 
come, be reſtored to your integrity and 
peace 


LY 
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14 peace of mind; but alſo to exhibit to 
| thoſe about you, a ſhining example of 
the moſt amiable virtue, the virtue of a 
ſincere Chriſtian ; ſuch. as, however the 
falſe. wit of the vicious: may incline them 
to ridicule, their ſober: conſciences muſt 
always approve and venerate ; and which 
they will earneſtly wiſh they had imita- 
ted, when the viſionary enchantments of 
life are over, and they are really awaken- 
ed, by the near approach of death, and 
its tremendous conſequences ; and when 
they will find, by ſad experience, the 
falſe pleaſures of vice, exchanged for the 
real pangs of remorſe ; their moſt ſpi- 
rited contempt of the divine diſpleaſure, 
for the moſt heart-appalling fears of it ; 
and that: immortality, which was origi- 
nally deſigned as their greateſt bleſſing, 
actually turned into the heavieſt curſe, — 
But, when the devout, the juſt, the 
temperate, the benevolent believer, will 
pe enabled to reflect upon a life ſpent in 


.the love of ChRIST, the fear of Gon, 
-—- ud 
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and real uſefulneſs to men, with the 
higheſt conſolation; and welcome with 
the ſincereſt joy, the approach of his diſ- 
ſolution, as opening to him the glorious, 
the tranſporting proſpect of an endleſs 
exiſtence in , preſence where there 
ce is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right 
«© hand there are pleaſures for ver- 
„more!“ 


I am, &c, 


y "HER. 
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Young men exhort (caspeer) to be ſeber- 
minded. PAUL to TIrus. 


T is poſſible, my dear friend, at the 
| very time this letter is put into your 
hands, you may be decply engaged in 
ſome of the gayer ſcenes of life, and 
your ſpirits all in a flow of the moſt 
delightful diſſipation: if fo, afid you 
ſhould happen to open it at fo unſeaſon- 
able a juncture, you may be ſtruck very 
diſagreeably with even the ſight of my 
motto, and haſtily conclude, that the 
contents muſt needs be a perfect contraſt 
to the pleaſures you are actually enjoy- 
ing; and may therefore be rather in- 
clined to treat me with ſome degree of 
reſentment, as an impertinent intruder 
into your company, than frecly open | 
your heart to the ſerious and inſtructive 

enter- 


Rex1610Vs and Mon Al. 83 


entertainment I ſhould here preſent you 


with. 


But ſhould this be the diſpoſition of 
your mind, at the firſt view of things; 
yet when you come to retire, and your 


cooler reflections take place, I am per- 


ſuaded you will think more conſiſtently 


with your beſt intereſt, and give me, at 


leaſt, a patient and fair hearing. If, there- 
fore, you have run your eye down thus 
far, and are too much engaged to pro- 
ceed properly, ſtop here, and put up 
tae paper till the hour of retirement and 


reflection arrives; but let it not be too 


long delayed. 


True RELIGION and VIRTUE, however 


diſguſtful to the falſe taſte that has al- 


ways too generally prevailed amongft 


mankind, are moſt certainly the ſources 
of innumerable delights, which, above 


all others, are adapted to the conſtitution 
and condition of the human nature; and 
"EM RE capable 
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capable of giving it the moſt ſubſtantia), 
refined, and exalted ſatisfaction. Where- 
ever theſe divine principles are properly 
cultivated, and poſleſs the heart indeed, 
they give a more pleaſing reliſh to all 
the joys of proſperity, and diſperſe the 
darkneſs which otherwiſe hangs over the 
ſtate of adverſity. Under their govern- 
ment we may be happy, not only in the 
poſſeſſion of great riches and honours, 
or when entertained with the ſprightly 
wit of ſelect companions, the ſplendor 
and politeneſs of public aſſemblies, or 
any other of the pleaſing amuſements of 
life: but happy too, (yea often ten 
thouſand times more ſo in reality) when 
wandering alone in the ſolitary retreat, 
ö or when ſurrounded with the greateſt 
dangers, ſunk in the depths of temporal 
affliction, and even in the neareſt and 
moſt certain views of death, and that 
awful tribunal, where we mult be n 
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for eternity. 
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I am no enemy to the chearful enjoy- 
ment of the preſent life and world, or 
the uſe of the various mediums of plea- 
ſure indulgent providence puts into our 
power; whether they appear in the ſimple 
dreſs of nature, or are improved and 
rendered ſtill more exalted and elegant, 
by the refinements of art; provided that 
enjoyment be regulated by reaſon and 


religion, the true fear of Gop, and the 
prevailing love and practice of righteouſ- 


neſs ; and fo, as not to impair that lively 
reliſh we ſhould always preſerve for the 


infinitely ſuperior entertainments the gra- 


cious revelation of the goſpel enſures to 
its obedient believers. I therefore hear- 
tily join in the ſentiments. of the wiſe 
king of Iſrael, who underſtood human 
nature, and knew the world as well as 


any man in it, and conſequently was 


every way qualified to direct our taſte - 
and conduct; where he ſays, Re- 
6c joice, O young man, in thy youth, 
„und let thy heart chear thee in the 
F - 66 days 
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<« days of thy youth; walk in the way 
<« of thine heart, and in the fight of 
« thine eyes, but know thou, that for 
« all theſe things Gop willen thee 
ce into judgment.” Which is as much 
as if he had ſaid in our ſtile and manner, 
«© You may, my young friend, freely 
cc uſe the bounties of providence, and 
& enjoy yourſelf in the world as long as: 
e poſſible; but be ſure always take care, 
„ that neither the nature nor the mea- 
« ſure of your enjoyment be inconſiſtent 
« with your relation and duty to the 
„Supreme Being, and your intereſt in 
« another world. Let your free plea- 
ce ſures be always over-ruled by the dic- 
<« tates of true piety, the fear and love of 
«© Gop, and the conſciouſneſs of your 
e own dignity, as a reaſonable and im- 
4 mortal being, now in a ſtate of pro- 
e bation, anon in a ſtate of inconceivable 
« bliſs or woe, according as you behave 


« properly or improperly here.“ 
We 
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We have no occaſion to be fad; in 
order to be ſerious. Unleſs we actually 
enjoy the good things our heavenly Fa- 
ther beſtows upon us, we ſhall not be 
capable of anſwering the ends of his 
beneficence in beſtoweing them; ſuch as 
the animating our gratitude to him, im- 
proving our minds in true virtue, and 

extending our uſefulneſs to our fellow- 
creatures. The joyleſs mult be thank- 
leſs, cold, unbenevolent, and often diſ- 
contented, moroie, injurious ; but ſtill 
we ought never to looſe ſight of the 
rules of temperance, and the folemn 
account we are to give to our benefactor 
at laſt. We may live, but not as thoſe 
who forget that they have another world 
to live in, where our condition muſt 
take, at leaſt, its general complexion, from 
the ſentiments and affections that go- 
verns us in this; but live as MEN, who 
know they are living for eternity; and, 
which adds infinite weight to the Argue | 
ment, live as CHRISTIANS, Who profeſs to 
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believe, they owe the enjoyment of the 
innocent delights even of this life, and 
the hope and expectation of what is 
innnitely better in the life to come, to 
the unparalleled ſufferings of the Son of 
Gor. Live, therefore, not to ourſelves, 
in ſenſuality and worldly luſt, but to 
our Redeemer, in grateful obedience and 


It is extremely dangerous, and ſhews 
a culpable degree of temerity, to purſue 
the phantom pleaſure, to the utmoſt 
kmits of virtue; when, therefore, any 
indulgence to which we are ſolicited, 
appears in the leaſt doubtful, it muſt be 
wiſeſt and beſt to determine on the fide 
of forbearance. The curious niceneſs 
of jeſuitical caſuiſtry, however it may 
fatisfy our conſciences while blinded 
by corrupt prejudices, and the glare of 
falſe happineſs; will afford us a poor 
conſolation, when our eyes come to be 
opened indeed, by the near approach 
| . | -- of 
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of death, and the light of the eternal 


1 8 
1 
4 


world. 


Pleaſure and danger are not only cloſe- 
ly connected, but often ſo blended toge⸗ 
ther, and the latter ſo deeply concealed 
under the appearance of the former, as 
to require more attention than uſually 
falls to the ſhare of unexperienced youth, 
without frequent admonitions, to diſcern 
the difference, and form a right judgment 
of their duty and intereſt; at leaſt, with 
that clearneſs and preciſion that is neceſ— 
ſary. You will do well therefore, my 
friend, in this caſe, to hearken atten- 
tively to the voice of more experienced 
reaſon; and that will tell you, that 
when you find the warmth of your heart 
in favour of this world's delights grow 
violent, and the. pulſe of ſenfible enjoy- 
ment beat high, it is more than time to 
be alarmed. There is a ſeaſon for inno- 
cent gaicty, and a ſeaſon for ſeriouſneſs z - 

| take 
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take care, the firſt be not held out too 


long, nor return too often; or the lat- 
ter cut too ſhort, and return too ſel- 
dom. A great deal, as to the rectitude of 
your ſentiments and conduct, in every 
reſpect, depends upon your management 
here. Chearfulneſs of heart it is indeed 
our duty, if poſiible, to maintain, but 


when it degenerates into down-right le- 


vity, it becomes our fin; Seriouſnels is 
the oppoſite to this levity, and a proper 
guard againſt it — That ſeriouſneſs, I 
mean, which ariies from religion, and is 
accompanied with its bleſted hopes; and 
not that dejected ſadneſs, and melancho- 
ly, which ariſes from bad temper, bocily 
diſeaſe, or a ſuperſtitious imagination, 
which too often bears the name of ſeri- 
ouſneſs, and paſſes for ſuch amongſt the 
weaker ſort of well-meaning people. 
This indeed may banith from the heart 
all ſinful levity, but eſtabliſhes nothing 
| won in its ſtead, nothing but what 1s 

as 
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as inconſiſtent with the great duties of 
contentment, hope, and joy in God, as 
even levity itſelf ; and which, being ſo 
often indulged by the religious, has been 
the means of prejudicing many againſt 
religion itſelf, and led them to conceive 
of it as the bane of all enjoyment. This: 
gloomineſs of ſoul, therefore, we ſhould 
ſet ourſelves to oppoſe, with all our might, 
by often reflecting upon its deformity, 
conitantly checking its fir approaches, 
and diligently cultivating the contrary ' 
diſpoſition. And, to the ſame end, 
ſhould make a careful uſe of thoſe ſpiri - 
tual means which the bleſſed goſpel fur- 
niſhes us with, as well as thoſe natural 
ones, which reaſon and providence throw 
in our way; the one to preſerve the pu- 
rity and peace of our conſciences, and 
the other to maintain the exhilerating 
vigour, and generous flow of the animal 
ſpirits, on which the operations of the 
mind, and particularly the combinations 
and modes of its ideas, and conſequently 
Its 
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its ſatisfaction and chearfulneſs, greatly 
depend. 

We are commanded, indeed, by ths 
great author of our religion, to © deny 
ourſelves, and all ungodlineſs, and 
e woricly luſt, to take up our croſs.” 
But all theſe, and the like precepts, are 
by no means deſigned to prohibit the na- 
tural, regular, and temperate uſe, of 
thoſe delights providence puts in cur 
power to enjoy ; but the unnatural, irre- 
cular, and intemperate only; and to diſ- 
poſe us to reſign them chearfully to the 
will of Gop, the intereſt of religion, and. 
our better hopes, whenever he calls for 
ſuch inſtances of our obedience. The 
duty of a Chriſtian, in this caſe, does 
not lie in a voluntary humility, and ſu- 
perſtitious mortifications ; but in govern- 
ing his appetites and reſtraining them 
from all exceſſes ; in cheriſhing the moſt 
lively gratitude to his divine benefactor, 
and improving the bleſſings he enjoys, to 
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his glory and the good of mankind. Not 
in, creeping and ſkulking into corners to 
hide himſelf from the notice of the world; 
but in living in the face of it, with an 
exemplary ſuperiority, to all undue in- 
fluence from it — Living under the power 
of redeeming love, and the hope of eter- 
nal life and glory. 2 


But ſtill it muſt be acknowledged; where 
the means and opportunities of worldly 
pleaſures are poſieſſed, temptations to a 
criminal ſelf - indulgence, levity, and 

diſſipation of thought, are not wanting; 
into theſe, therefore, we are commonly 
in far great danger of falling, than into 
the extream of ſeriouſneſs, or too deep 

concern about ſpiritual things; and are 
often too ready to look upon the juſt de- 
gree of it I am pleading for, if not as a real 
deformity of mind, yet as altogether un- 
neceſſary, and conſequently to be avoid- 
ed rather than cultivated. And yet, 
without it, it is impoſſible we ſhould be 
truly 
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truly wiſe, or really happy; i. e. be able 


to keep this world at its due diſtance from 


our hearts, or manage the important in- 
tereſt we have in another, with due at- 
tention and ſucceſs. Here, therefore, 
many of thoſe calamities, to which we 
are liable, are of eminent ſervice — They 
call in our diſſipated thoughts, over- awe 
the trifling powers of imagination, and 
fix the too volatile ſpirits of the mind (if 
I may uſe ſuch an expreſſion) and oblige 
us to reflect. — Vanity, with all her ih- 
chanting caſtles, is driven away, as fea- 
thers before the wind — Reaſon reſumes 
Her authority, and religion pours in her 
ſuccours to ſupport it — We think cloſe- 
ly, deeply, juſtly; in one word, we are 


ſerious. — But though the afflictive diſ- 


penſations of providence have their uſe, 
and are ſometimes neceſſary, to diſpoſe 


us to be truly ſerious; yet, bleſſed be 
Gor, we have many other gentler means 


of it, particularly the attentive conſi- 


deration of our mortality, and the repre- 


ſentations 


Rri10109s and MORAL. 95 
jentations he has made of himſelf and his 
relation to us, of his grace and mercy in 
CHRIST J Es Us, and of our future ſtate. 
But theſe muſt be the ſubjects of other 


letters. In the mean time, | 
Jam, &c. 1 

4 
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L E TT EN 
To the ſame. In Continuation. 


\ T OW, my good friend, agreeably 
to what I hinted jn the cloſe of 

my. laft, let us ſuppoſe ourſelves taking 
an amuſing walk in our church-yard, 
amongſt the graves of our deceaſed friends 
and neighbours. — Is it poſſible to think 
here, and not be ſerious ? — Here, where 
we ſee before our eyes the ſolemn ruins | 
of human nature, the deſolating effects 
ef fin in our world, and the ſad tokens 
of the divine diſpleaſure againſt it ! Here, 
where the king of terrors fits in triumph 
with the ſpoils of his tremendous power, 
and his victories around him !* Here, 
where all is real, and expreſſed with the 
utmoſt clearneſs and propriety — Where 

truth. 


* Thron's on the ruin of terreſtrial things, 
le ſits, and triumphs on the duſt of kings. 
Oc1Lvie's Day of Judgment. 
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truth is taught us by indiſputable facts, 
the ſilent language of which pierces the 
heart with an energy, ſuperior far to all 
the powers of rhetoric exerted by the 


moſt animated orator ! — Here, in cha- 
racters of various form and ſize, but all 


equally intelligible, are written — The 
<« fin of man — The righteouſneſs of 


G0 — The power of death — The 


„ worth of time — The vanity of the 


world — The neceſſity of a SAVIOUR.” 
—Leſſons theſe, of infinite importance; 
and ſuch, as if attended to properly, 


would diſpoſe us to think more ſeriouſly 


and juſtly of ourſelves, and make a more 


rational eſtimate of human life, than we 
commonly do. To all which I may 
properly . add, what our BIBLES farther 


teach us (viz.) that though here is ſeem- 


ingly, yet not really the end of man- 
kind ; they ftill exiſt, ſtill live, think, 
feel. — Here indeed is the full period of 
our TIME, and all our apparent connec- 


Hons with it; but where time ends, 
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ETERNITY begins. — Theſe ſcenes of 

death naturally lead us to the contem- 
plation of immortal life; the life which. 
the deathleſs ſpirit has already entered 
upon, and in which the body itſelf ſhall 
mare; for this mortal muſt put on 
„ immortality, and death be ſwallowed 
. up:of life.” | 


Here, therefore, we ſtand as it were 
between both worlds, the paſt and the 
future. — If we look back to the paſt, 
we ſee theſe carcaſes, or their duſty re- 
licks, once actuated by vital intelligent 
powers — juſt ſuch thinking, buſy crea- 
tures, as ourſelves, and ſome of them, 
perhaps, like too many of us, without 
any heart-1mprefling thought of what 
they now are; ſolicitouſly engaged, with 
all the guſt of longing expectation and 
hope, in the purſuit of falſe and deluſive 
happineſs. — Death comes in ſome un- 
looked for hour, and conſigns over their 
bodies to the powers of corruption, and 


ſends 
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ſends their immortal ſpirits to Gop the 
judge of all. — If we look forward to the 
future, we ſee, on the one hand, the 
dreadful ſtate of eternal night, deſolation 
and deſpair, where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched, * 


„ * Sd 


* Some may be ready to object to theſe 
deſcriptions of terror, as puritanical and un- 
neceſſary, tending to give religion a ſhocking 
appearance, &c. — But certainly, Gop is juſt 
as well as merciful, and has taught us, both 
by his word and providence, to conſider ſin 
as offenſive to him, and the puniſhment of it 
as eſſential to his moral government. — To 
fear evil is natural, and a part of our conſti- 
tution, and as that puniſhment is the greateſt 
of all evils, it is moſt of all the object of fear. 
— Gop Himſelf often addreſſes our fears, as 
one means of awakening our concern to avoid 
that evil. Mere laviſh fear, indeed, is not 
true religion, yet it is often the means of 
leading our attention to it. And, therefore, 
ſays the apoſtle, © knowing the terrors of the 

| _ % Lon, 


* LETTER” 
A diſmal ſituation waſte and wild, 


A dungeon horrible, on all ſides round — 
Regions 


. 


Lokp, we perſuade men.” The goodneſs 
of God, indeed, it is that 3 leads us 
to effectual and ſaving repentance; but that 
we may be awakened to a due notice of that 
goodneſs, we are told, that Gop © will ren- 
« der tribulation and wrath to every finally 
“ 1mpenitent ſinner.” — That this puniſh- 
ment ſhall reach beyond this life, is alſo evi- 
dent from the word of Gop, which declares 
a judgment to come, when God will © ren- 
« der to every man, according to the deeds 
% done in the body, goed or evil; and that 
« the wicked ſhall go into everlaſting puniſh- 
« ment with the devil and his angels; outer 
« darkneſs, where there ſhall be weeping, 
and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.” And 
that we ſhould fear God, becauſe he can, not 
only kill the body, but caſt both ſoul and body 


into hell; z. e. nct only put an end tober 


preſent life, but puniſh us after it. It is ſu- 
perſtitious and fooliſh to fear where no fear is; 
but it argues a falſe delicacy, and a mere af- 
LET, fectation 
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Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell ! hope never comes, 
That comes to all; but torture without end —- 
Where all life dies, death lives, and nature 
breeds | - _— 
Perverſe, all monſtrous, all prodigious things, 
Abominable, unutterable, and worſe 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear con- 
een .. 


On the other hand, the bright and 
blifsful ſtate, where thre Almighty has 
fixed his eternal throne, and where he 
diſplays, in light ineffable, all the know- 
able excellencies of his nature, the ma- 
jeſty of his government, and the riches 
of his grace; and thereby felicitates my- 
riads of glorious creatures transformed 
into his likeneſs, and filled with his ful-, 


neſs. | 
| G 3 & There 


fectation of wiſdom, not to fear where there 
is ſuch ſolid and juſt reaſons for it, in the very 
nature of things, and the word of Gop, 


* MilToxN's Paradiſe Loſt, 
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There rich variety of joy 
Continual feaſts the mind ; 
Pleaſures which fill, but never cloy,, 
Immortal and refin'd. 


No cloud thoſe bliſsful regions know, 
For ever bright and fair; 
For ſin, the ſource of mortal woe, 
Can never enter there. 


There no alternate night is Known, 
Nor ſun's meridian ray; 15 

But glory, from the ſacred throne, 
Spreads everlaſting day,” * 


To one or the other of theſe, awfully 
diferent abodes, we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, every ſpirit, that once inhabited 
the ſeveral reſpective ſyſtems of duſt here 
repoſited, is now gone! — And thus, 
my friend, it muſt ſoon be with you and 
me Our bodies be thus reduced to this 


low ſtate of inglorious wretchedneſs, and 
e Cur 


* Poems by TnEoDOSIA.. | 
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our ſpirits ſhine in this heaven, or ſink 
into the darkneſs of that hell! So nearly 
and deeply intereſted are we in theſe 
ſcenes of mortality and their conſequen- 
ces | How ſerious! How alarming the 
conſideration | 


You will, perhaps, be ready to ſay, 
very true — © But theſe are particulars 
<* io familiar to our obſervation, and fo 
trite by being the perpetual ſubjects 
of harangues with the moraliſts and 
divines of every age, that one is even 
weary in attending to them — They 
looſe all their power of inſtruction, and 
make no impreſſion upon the heart. 
I allow this is too much the caſe ; but are 
they really the leſs important for this! — 
Though all men die, and all men talk 
of it, is our concern in it the leſs worthy 
of our attention ? Or will a death in our 
"fins be a jot the leſs terrible and painful 
for our not thinking of it before? Surely 
no. Let us, therefore, notwithſtanding 
G 4 all 
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all the falſe maxims, the buſineſs and 
pleaſures of the world; and while health 
and reaſon, and the means of grace, are 
continued to us, endeayour foto num 
ber our days, that we may, indeed, 
% apply our hearts to wiſdom ;” the 
wiſdom, not of this world, any farther 
than what relates to- our duty in it, but 
of that which is to come, where our 
moſt intereſting affairs lie— The wil- 
dom, therefore, which conſiſteth in the 
right knowledge of Gop, his perfections 
and government — The dignity and de- 
pravity of our natures, and the way of 
our ſalvation by CHRIST; and this at- 
tended with ſincere repentance, ſelf-de- 
nial, a juſt contempt for all merely ſen- 
ſual enjoyments, ſubmiſſion to the laws 
and providence of Gop, and hope in his 
mercy. Wiſdom not only in theory, but 
alſo in practice, which only, indeed, is 
worthy of the name. For knowledge 
alone, however clear and comprehen- 
ſtve, even in reſpect of religion itſelf, if 
not 
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not accompanied with a ſuitable practice, 
is, in fact, the greateſt folly, as it ren- 
ders our conduct the more inexcuſable, 
ſets the evil of it in a ſtronger light, and 
compels. us to reflect upon it with the 
more painful ſenſibility. And yet, in 
this merely ſpeculative, uninfluencing 
knowledge, we are extreamly apt to reſt. 
It is even diſtreſſing to ſee men, who 
make a great ſhew of pious zeal about 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity ; who ſtand 
upon the moſt punctilious ſtrictneſs of 
interpretation, where the BIBLE gives the 
greateſt latitude, and who judge, even 
with the moſt uncandid ſeverity, about 
the right of their fellow Chriſtians, to 
an intereſt in the common Saviour, and 
the privileges of his houſe. — I ſay, it is 
even diſtreſſing to ſee, how deſtitute theſe 
men often are of a real influential belief 
of the goſpel, and a practical regard to its 
moſt eſſential and diſtinguiſhing quries;; 
and particularly that charity, benevo- 
-Jence, and contempt of this world, it ſo 

ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly recommends, both by precept 
and example. And how many others 
are there amongſt the common ſort of 
profeſſing Chriſtians, who read the hiſ- 
tory and doctrines of CHRISYTH, his in- 
carnation, ſufferings, and death for ſin- 
ners; hear them opened to their under- 
ſtandings, and applied to their conſcien- 
ces, with all poſtible faithfulneſs and ener- 
gy in the ſacred miniſtry, and even ac- 
knowledge theſe things to be of the ut- 
moſt conſequence to their happinets in. 
another world, who yet, after all, pay 
no practical regard to them, but live and 
die as if they had no more concern in 
them than the beaſts that periſh | They 
may, and many of them do, carry the 
name of Chriſtian to the remoteſt parts 
of the earth, but, at the ſame time, car- 
ry with them ſuch a train of enormous 
vices, as ſhock even the moſt ſavage hea- 


thens. 


And 
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And this amazing neglect of vital 
Chriſtianity, is, I fear, a growing evil; 
the rich are too much intoxicated with 
the grandeur and pleaſures of the world ; 
thoſe in the middle ſtations of life, too 
much involved in the buſineſs of it; and 
the very poor, too much over-run with 
idleneſs and ignorance, to attend to any 
thing that requires ſo much inward re- 
tirement, and ſerious reflection, as the 
affairs of religion moſt certainly do. 


But however common and - prevailing 
this ſpiritual ſtupidity may be, it is not 
at all the leſs irrational, wicked, or dan 
gerous — However great or many they 
are, who dare to laugh at the fear of Gop, 
ſlight the meſſages of his mercy, and trifle 
with an everlaſting world ; they cannot 
alter the nature of things; cannot con- 
fine their own exiſtence within the nar- 
row limits of time, or diſſolve the eternal 
obligations of religion and virtue; can 


not annihilate their own guilt, reverſe 
| - - the: 


the judgment of Gop, or quench” the 
flames of ever-burning ruin — There is a 
REALITY in theſe things, which the ima- 
ginations of men could not give, nor can 
they poſſibly take away — Reaſon, ſcrip- 
ture, conſcience, aſſure us, with irreſiſt - 
ble certainty, that we do indeed live here 
for an eternity of happineſs or miſery in- 
conceivably great. How vain the at- 
tempt to invalidate ſuch evidence]! How 
fooliſh to oppoſe the force of truths that 
muſt and will, after all, prevail! But 
here, my dear fir, I leave you, for the pre- 
tent, to your own reflections, intending to 
purſue the ſubject in my next, which ſhall 
ſoon follow. 


J am, Kc. 
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To the ſame. In Continuation, 
Eſides what has been already hinted 
B — The diſcoveries the great and 
bleſſed Gop has been pleaſed to make of 
himſelf and his relation to us, in his holy 
WORD, with which our conſciences, if 
not to the laſt degree blinded and ſtupi- 
fied, will always take part, have a moſt 
natural and powerful tendency to fill 
your mind, my friend, with a variety of 
ſentiments the moſt grand, important, 
and delightful that can be conceived ; and 
conſequently, at once, diſpoſe you to a 
ſerious chearfulneſs of heart, and guard 
you againſt the infatuating dangerous in- 
fluence of falſe pleaſure — In that divine 
book, we are taught to think of Gop, as 
the greateſt and beſt of BEINGS ; poſſeſſed 
of every awful and amiable perfection; 
as always preſent with us, obſerving in 2 
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manner peculiar to himſelf, not only our 
outward actions, but the inmoſt thoughts 
of our hearts; all the principles and 
motives upon which we act, and the 
ends at which we aim — For, as an ele- 
gant writer expreſſeth it, 


* 


Eis glance te li 2 bt ning looksall nature through ;* 


and this, not as an unconcerned ſpecta- 
tor; but as a father, able and ready to 
aſſiſt us in all our difficulties, and com- 
fort us in all our diſtreſſes; — and, as a 
judge, ſelf- authorized and determined to 


fix our characters and our portion for 


eternity, upon the principles of moral 
truth, equity, and goodneſs. | 


Now it is, I think, utterly impoſſible, 
to conſider ourſelves in this ſituation, 
thus ſurrounded with the De1TyY, thus 
living, moving, and having our being 
% in him; thus ſeeing him who is invi- 
_—_ ſetting him always before us,” 


and, 


* OctLvir's Day of Judgment, 
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and, at the ſame time, conſider his cha- 
racter as our Father and Judge, without 
feeling our hearts inſpired with ſome de- 
gree of humble confidence and hope, re- 
verence and awe; or, in other words, 
with that chearfulneſs and ſobriety I am 
pleading for. But {till more particularly; 
in the BIBLE, the Eternal Father points 
us to JesUs CHRIST his ſon, and ad- 
dreſſes us in language to this effect: 
<< Behoid, what manner of love TI have 
« beſtowed upon you, in appointing my 
dear fon, in whom Lam well pleaſed, 
to be my ſalvation to the ends of the 
< earth, the light and the life of men! — 
«« See him, not only becoming incarnate, 
a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief, but even dying upon a crols, 
<< bearing the {ins of many, and making 
an everlaſting atonement for them | — 
< Him I have raiſed from the dead, and 
„ ſet at my own right-hand, a Prince 


and a SAVIOUR,. to give repentance 
and remiſhon of fins ; ſo that whoſo- 


i TL ET T E-RS 
4 ever amongſt you, believes in him, 
& with a penitent and obedient heart, 
„ ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life — But he that believeth not, but. 
cc flights this teſtimony of my goodneſs, - 
« or obſtinately -oppoſes, or ſlothfully 
“e negleQs, the ſaving mercy thus ten- 
& dered him, ſhall not ſee life, but die 
* jn his ſins, and ſuffer the pains of ever- 
* laſting deſtruction from my preſence.” 
— And can any thing in the world be 
more or better adapted to awaken our 
fears, encourage repentance, inſpire us 
with hope, and engage our grateful af- 
fections, and our whole hearts to Gop ; 
er make us truly ſerious, than ſuch de- 
clarations as theſe ? — As ſinners, we are 
condemned already, the wrath of 
Go abideth on us,” as the BIBLE aſ- 
ſures us (awful aſſurance !) But through 
the divine goodneſs, and the interpoſi- 
tion of IEsus, it is not wrath to the ut- 
*ermoſt ; = we are yet in a ſtate of re- 
| prieve 
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prieve and trial, have the means of deli- 
verance in our hands, and à thouſand 
motives to urge us to the diligent uſe of 
them, and particularly many gracious 


promiſes and aſſurances of ſucceſs, — 
Life and death, mercy and judgment, 
heaven and hell, call upon us to flee 
from the impending ruin, and lay hold 
upon the hope ſet before us; and, ſure- 
Iy, fuch monitors as theſe cannot be 


heard with indifference, by creatures 


in ſuch circumſtances as we are ! If they 
can, we muſt be under the moſt mon- 
ſtrous and ſhocking infatuation ! — How- 


ever large the promiſes, however weigh- 


ty the arguments, therefore, on the ſide 
of ſinful pleaſure may be; and how ſtrong- 


ly ſoever they may ſtrike the lower pow- 


ers of our nature, or the corruption of 
the higher; yet, when compared with 
the pleas of a never-dying conſcience, 
an Almighty Gop, and a moſt graci- 
-ous Redeemer, they are lighter than 
the ſmalleſt atom of duſt, thrown into 
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the balance againſt the whole material 
world. | 


The man, therefore, that thinks like 
a man, made ſenſible of his real condi- 


tion and danger, his true intereſt and 


happineſs, mutt, and will, readily em- 
brace the goſpel revelation, and rejoice 
in it, as a ſcheme every way glorious to 
the divine perfections, and every way 
neceſſary and ſalutary to the human na- 


ture. — Religion, the religion of Jesus, 


where all is magnificent, amiable, and 
intereſting to the higheſt degree, will be 
his perpetual and delightful ſtudy. In- 


ſtead of devoting himſelf, his time, his 


thoughts, intirely to the concerns of this 


life, or waſting them in unſatisfying and 
trifling pleaſures, as he ſees the bulk of 


mankind do; he will endeavour to rouſe 
the powers of his ſoul, and get them im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of the excellency and 
importance of the promiſes and inftitu- 
tions of CHRISTH; converſe daily with 

| his 
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His BIBEL, his conſcience, his Gop, and 
the inviſible world ; and be particularly 
careful to indulge himſelf in no pleaſures 
inconſiſtent with the regard due to theſe 


great things — in none, but what, if 


death ſhould, as it. moſt certainly may, 
_ overtake him in the midſt of them, he 
may have no rational ground for confu- 
ſion and fear. | 


This perhaps, you will ſay, is more 
thansERIOVs, it is EVERE* - But, I truſt, 
when you reconſider it, it will appear no 
more than what highly becomes our 
condition, as probationers for eternity, 
and bound to the fear of Gop, not only 
by the ties of his indifputable authority, 
but alſo of his redeeming mercy and 
ſuch, indeed, as is neceſſary for the main- 
taining that juſt tranquility of mind, in 


vhich a great deal of the true felicity, even 


: V 
* 1s joy the daughter of ſeverity ? 
It is — Yet far my doctrine form ſevere. 


Night T, houg ts. 
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LET 
of this life, conſiſteth. For, by this 


means, we are ſtill free to purſue every 
innocent, reaſonable, and manly delight, 
without expoſing ourſelves to any of thoſe 
ſore-boding fears, and heart- ſinking re- 
flections, which always, more or lets, 
muſt attend an indulgence in licentious 
and guilty pleaſures. | 


And if, with this rational temperance, 
ſteadily perſiſted in, we are enabled to 
add and maintain fervent piety and bene- 
volence ; preſerve the ſenſibility of our 
conſciences, and a capacity of reliſhing, 
with vital pleaſure, the excellencies of 
genuine religion, and the love of Gop - 
we have great reaſon to hope, that a ſo- 
lid chearfulneſs of heart will be preſerved 
to us, through all the viciſitudes of this 
: world, whether proſperous or adverie ; 
the light of the divine countenance be 

lifted up upon us, illuminate even the 
ſhadow of death, and ſpread an inviting 
glory over the awful gulph of eternity ; 

- | ſo 
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ſo that we may not only think of our 
diſſolution without fear, but even meet 
it with earneſt, though patient, deſire, 
in the delightful aſſurance of an everlaſt- 
ing deliverance from all ſin and miſery, 
and the full poſſeſſion of the moſt perfect 
felicity, promiſed us by the Gop that 
cannot deceive; a felicity unappalled by 
enjoyment, unwaſted by duration. 


In a temper thus formed, in thoughts 
thus exerciſed, in the belief and con- 
templation of ſuch great, intereſting, and 
glorious truths, there is ſomething that 
naturally tends to furniſh our minds with 
the moſt proper materials for agreeable 
and delightful ſelf- reflection; to animate 
us to the diſcharge of every duty, and 
produce in us that virtue and happineſs, 
I mean by ſerious chearfulneſs. To en- 
ter therefore into the ſpirit of theſe things, 
to feel their divine power, and governing 
influence upon our hearts, ſhould be our 

H grcat 
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great concern, and will be ſo, if we 
think juſtly. 


But to this end we ſhould not only 
read and reflect, but make it alſo our 
particular and ſolemn buſineſs at the 
throne of grace, to implore that aſſiſtance 
of the divine Spirit, which the corruption 
and imbecility of our natures have ren- 
dered fo greatly and indiſpenſibly neceſſa- 
ry, and which our heavenly Father has 
intimated his readineſs to beſtow upon 
all that fincerely and conſtantly ſeek 

7 ter: an intimation indeed highly en- 
couraging; but becauſe liable to be tri- 
fied with and abufed, through inatten- 
tion, and intemperate love of this world, 
is alſo of a very ſerious nature. Accord- 
ingly the apoſtle has expreſſed our duti- 
ful regard to it, in language more than 
barely ſerious, where he ſays — Work 

cout your own ſalvation with fear and 
<« trembling ; for it is Gop that worketh 
„ in you to will and to do of his good 

| % plca« 
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e pleaſure And having received a king- 
„dom that can never be moved, let us 
have grace, whereby we may ſerve 
* Gop acceptably, with reverence and 
„ godly fear; for our Gop is a con- 
« ſuming fire! 


To conclude, let us endeavour to keep 
a conſtant eye upon the grand period of 
all, when thoſe mighty orbs, that now 
meaſure out the various portions of our 
time by their amazing revolutions, ſhall 
number our days and years no longer — 
When the heavens themſelves ſhall paſs 
away as a ſcroll, and the earth and all 
things therein be burnt up — When the 
CHRIST that once died upon a croſs, in 
our world, ſhall be revealed from heaven 
in flaming fire, attended with ten thou- 
ſands of his ſaints, the voice of the arch- 
angel, and the trump of Gop — And 
when he ſhall ſummon all the nations of 
the world, the hving changed, and the 
dead reſtored to immortal life, by the 
H 4 Word 
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word of his power, before his awful tri- 
bunal, there to try and judge their cha- 
raters, and fix their portion for eternity; 


finiſh the ſtupendous plan of providence, 
as it concerns our world, and gather all 


the events of its various revolutions into 
one grand point; where infinite wiſdom, 
power, righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, will 
appear in the full blaze of divine glory 


the glory of the moſt complete and joy- 


ful ſalvation, to all the true friends of 


- Gov, and the moſt tremendous ruin to 


all his enemies 


Great — for which all other day were 


made, 
For which earth roſe from Chaos, man from 


earth — 


Great day of dread, deciſion, and deſpair ! 


At thought of thee, each ſublunary wiſh 
Lets go its eager graſp, and drops the world, 
And catches at each reed of hope in heav'n, 


| Atthoughtof thee And art thou abſent then? 


T.okenzo! No. Tis here — it is begun — 
Already is begun the grand aſſiae 
In thee; in all; ceputed conſcience ſcales 


The 


RELIO Tous and Moral, 121 


The dread tribunal and foreſtals our doom; 
Foreſtals; and by foreſtaling, proves it true. 
Who conſcience ſent, her ſentence will ſopport ; 
And Gop abore, aſſert the Gop in man.“ 


With theſe ſtriking beautiful lines of 
Dr. YouNG in his NIGHT THouUGHTS, 
as ſuitable to what I was ſaying, and 
much l of your notice, 1 take my 


And am, &cc. 


LET 


DTT 


F 


To Mr. J*** FAA. 


A N cometh up and is cut down like 
a flower ! —— How elegant and 


{triking the image! How ſerious and 
alarming the truth ! Our young friend, 
EuUSEBIUS, my dear fir, is now with us 
no more — A violent diſorder of the con- 
ſumptive kind carried him off in a few 
weeks. But he died as he lived, a ſin- 
cere believer ; one who felt the power of 
the goſpel in his heart, conſtraining him 
willingly to an holy life, and affording 
him the molt ſolid conſolations in the de- 
parting hour. He had no violent tranſ- 
ports ; but clear, ſerious views of a re- 
conciled Gop, and an Almighty Re- 
deemer, and conſequently the moſt ra- 
tional aſſurances of everlaſting bleſſed- 
neſs; ſuch as afforded his mind the moſt 
placid, and yet ſenſible, delight, and 
| pPierced 
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pierced all his friends with the moſt af- 
fecting convictions of the divine power 
of real chriſtianity, the doctrine of ſalva- 
tion through CHRIST crucified. 


A little monument is erected for him, 
and this the inſcription: 


Here | 
Lies interr'd, what was mortal 
Of the truly pious and benevolent 
Mrs. E. 
Late of this town. 
His amiable ſpirit 
Left theſe remains 
Sept. 17, 1760, 
In the 26th year of his age, 
In the chearful expectation 
Of a reſurrection 
To an happy 
Immortality. 


The ftile of the monument is Simplex 
AZunditis, if I may ſo apply the words 
of 
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of your favourite HoR ACE; and that 
of the inſcription deſigned to correſpond 
with it, as moſt agreeble to the modeſt 
turn of our friend's mind. Here is no 
ſwelling eulogium to impoſe upon poſte- 


rity, and flatter the ftranger into an opi- 


nion of virtue that never exiſted in the 
ſubject. The memory of THIs YOUTH, 
indeed, requires none of 


The chiſſel's ſlender help to FAME, * 


which is generally the moſt laboured, 
where there is the leaſt merit. The ideas 
of his virtues are engraven deep in a thou- 
ſand hearts, and will live, at leaſt, by 
tradition, as long as virtue has a foul in 
this neighbourhood to eſpouſe her cauſe, 
or point out her diſtinguiſhed votaries. 


A profuſion of praiſe is ſo common up- 


on theſe occaſions, and poured out fo in- 
qetiminately e on the deſerving and the 


unde- 
* PanxTrtLl, 
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undeſerving, that no credit is to be given 


to any of them, where other evidence is 
wanting. Too many, who have lived 


even infamous for their vices, and died 
without the leaſt ſigns of repentance, 
have had their ſepulchers decorated, not 
only with hieroglyphic enſigns of honour, 
but alſo with the more commonly intelli- 


gible memorials of eminent virtue; and 


their falſe tombs have declared them to 
be, when dead, what they neither were, 
nor wiſhed to be, when living. 


Untruth at all times is abominable, but 
uttered in theſe circumſtances, by the 
mouth of the grave, and in the face of 
the eternal world, it is ten thouſand 
times more ſo. -— This 1s to employ the 
awfully filent tongues of the dead, to 
propagate the moſt ſolemn lies, and coun- 
tenance the living in their hypocriſy and 
wickedneſs — To teach men, with an 
impious hardneſs of heart, to trifle with 
what ought to be treated with the mot 
religious reverence. „ 


0 
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Yet even this practice, bad as it is, 
ſerves to ſhew us, how connatural RELI- 
GION and VIRTUE are to mankind, and 
how deeply their laws are written in their 
hearts, corrupt as they are. For thus 
they implicitly, though undefignedly, 
declare, that their conſciences approve, 
what their lives condemn (viz.) that in 
fact, virtue is more honourable than vice, 
and religion than prophaneneis ; that 
what they reject with ſcorn, and as the 
diſgrace of their characters in this world, 
they would be thought, when gone to 
the next, to have eſteemed as their 


glory. 


But how ſurpriſing is it, that men, who 
ſeem ſo anxious to poſſeſs the eſteem of 
poſterity, as to bear falſe witneſs, even 
in the very grave, for the ſake of it, 
ſhould, when living, pay no regard to 
that righteouſneſs by which that eſtima- 
tion might have been much more cer- 
tainly ſecured to them? Or that they 

who 
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who ſeem to be concerned to eſcape 


the cenſures of man, which can only af- 
fect their memory here; ſhould expoſe 
_ themſelves fo wilfully to the condemna- 
tion of Almighty Gop, which muſt give 


the moſt exquiſite pain to their conſcien- 


ces hereafter ? But, 


To return to our friend ; you can ne- 
ver forget him — He was your intimate 
acquaintance from his earlieſt youth ; you 
was almoſt a daily witneſs of the purity, 


integrity, genuine humility, and real 


_ greatneſs of his mind — How ſerious and 
unaffected, and yet how warm and lively 


his piety ! — What a deep ſenſe of the 


omnipreſence of the DEITY ; what a re- 
verence of his majeſty, what chearful 
ideas of his goodneſs, and what ſtrong 
feelings of his obligations to redeeming 
grace, he always carried about with 
him ! — With what care and circum- 


ſpection he guarded againſt every thing 


he thought offenſive to the bleſſed Gop ! 


— What 
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— What rectitude of intention, juſtice, - 
diffuſive benevolence, and purity of man- 
ners, appeared through his whole life! 
And yet how eaſy this ſingular and ex- 


alted piety and ſeverity of morals fat up- 


on him]! With what almoſt divine ad- 
dreſs he inſinuated, and maintained, à 
ſenſe of the amiableneſs of his charac- 
ter in the hearts even of the vicious, 
inſpired them with a reverence for vir- 
tue, and almoſt perſuaded them to prac- 
tice it! — : ER 

How unhappy for us and the world, 
that we tee this living, ſtriking, example 
of real goodneſs no more amongſt us 
No — That excellent ſpirit that once ac- 
tuated the lifeleſs carcaſe now depoſited. 
in the ſilent tomb, converſes with us no 
longer by thoſe ſenfible mediums, which 
lately gave us ſuch uncommon pleaſure, 
and added fo many real joys to the ſocial 
life — But though this is our very great 
affliction, it is his much greater felicity. 


For 
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| | For, without calling in the aids of that 
| charity which covers a multitude of ſins, 

we may aſſuredly conclude he is gone to 
the “ innumerable company of angels, 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
* fect,” where he enjoys the pleaſures of 
the moſt pure and exalted friendſhip ; 
and the light of that countenance that. 
diffuſes beatitude paſt utterance through 
the worlds of immortality. | 


- nue wintry blaſt of death, 

Kills not the buds of virtue; no, they ſpread, 

Beneath the heav'nly beam of brighter ſuns, | 

Thro' endleſs ages into higher powers. nr 
N Tuousox. 


You will, I truſt, never forget hoc 
he loved you, and how ſolicitous he was 
to lead you into the path of life | How 
many, and how profitable the hours we 
have ſpent in his company,] But theſe 
enjoyments are now no more — © Yet, | 
though dead he ſpeaketh” — Methinks | 
I hear him now from the dark repoſitory 
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of his lifeleſs remains, adjuring us, by 
all the folemn terrors of the grave, the 
awful. glories of the inviſible world, and 
his high felicity in it; the endearing me- 
mory of our paſt friendſhip, the frailty of 
the preſent life, the haſty approaches of 
death, the juſtice and merey of Gop, the 
love of CHRIST, our fears, our hopes, 
and, in a word, by every thing ſacred, 
ſerious, intereſting in both worlds; ad- 
juring us, I ſay, that we make a juſt uſe 
of theſe diſpenſations of providence ; con- 
ſider our latter end, and prepare to renew 


our acquaintance and friendſhip in the 


world of ſpirits. 


Let it not ſuffice then, my dear ſir, 
that we drop the friendly tear, and in- 
dulge the plaintive ſigh over his grave, 
or even preſerve the memory of what he 
was in our hearts — Let us do what is 
infinitely more worthy of our friendſhip, 
more pleaſing to his, perhaps, now ob- 
ſervant fpirit,— LET us IMIT ATE HIS 
VIRTUES | I am, &c. 


5 . 


RELICGToUs and MorRaAL, 331 


LETT ESE 
To the ſame. In Continuation. 


\HOUGH you have ſo often heard 
the ſound of thoſe ſerious words, 
_ DEATH and ETERNITY ; yet in the full 
vigour of youth, fluſhed with uninter- 
rupted health, and amuſed with the vari- 
ous ſcenes of buſineſs and pleaſure, it is 
poſſible you may have heard them 'as 
ſounds at a vaſt and unknown diſtance on- 
ly, and, therefore, not ſo as to engage your 
ſerious attention, or make any deep and 
laſting impreſſions upon your heart — 
This is the caſe of the generality ; too 
much ſo even of the truly good, 


Suffer me then, my dear young friend, 
to take the advantage of thoſe impreſſions 
which the tidings in my laſt muſt have 
made upon your mind, to lead you into 
a ſerious contemplation of that great and 

I 2 inte- 
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intereſting truth, which the divine provi- 
dence now ſo ſolemnly reminds you of, 
(viz.) — That YOU alſo are mortal. — 


I do not mean to fill your heart with 


chagrin and melancholy, but to lead you 


into ſuch kind of reflections, as natural- 
ly tend to regulate and enlarge its enjoy- 


ments, and make you really happy in 


time and eternity too. 


The ſcience of dying, as SENECA in 
effect calls it, * however inconſiſtent with 
the purſuit and poſſeflion of falſe plea- 


ſure, is abſolutely neceſſary to the true; 


and accordingly has engaged the atten- 
tion and ſtudy of the wiſeſt and beſt of 


men in all ages. It is a ſcience of vaſt 


extent, and with the addition of the 
word WELL, compriſes the whole of true 
philoſophy, the proper wiſdom of man. 
What SEXECA knew but little of, but 
GE the 

* Virendi atque moriendi ſcientia. 
Sex, de brev. vit. 
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the true Chriſtian, who enjoys that goſ- 
pel which has brought life and immorta- 

lity to light, fully underftands. May 
you, my friend, underſtand it alſo ! — 

To that end it is neceſſary to exerciſe 
your thoughts attentively and f. requently 
upon it. — Remember then it is written 
in the book of the eternal decrees, the 
records of heaven, nor fear to have it writ- 
ten in your heart — YOU MUST DIE, — 


But what is it to die? -— It is to ſuffer 
the execution of that ſentence which the 
great Gop has pailed upon all men, be- 
cauſe they are ſinners; a ſentence de- 
ſigned as a ſtanding memorial of the rec- 
titude and dignity of his government, and 
the juſtice and greatneſs of his indigna- 
tion againſt the ſin of man. It is at 
once to be cut off by an irreſiſtible hand, 
from all the deareſt and molt intereſting 
connections of this life, and plunged ur- 
to that horrid darkneſs, which no mor- 
tal eye hath ever penetrated, and which 
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is the eternal grave of all mortal glory — 


The body, that appears now a divinely 


curious and animated ſyftem of fleſh and 
blood, the medium of ten thouſand de- 
lights and pleaſures, the object of our 
moſt affectionate attention and tender 
care, becomes a mere ſenſeleſs carcaſe, 
a ſpectacle of offence and horror; is con- 
ſigned to the gloomy repoſitories of the 


dead, there to diflolve into duſt, or fur- 


niſh a vile repaſt for the offspring of cor- 
ruption. — The foul, ſtill poſſeſied of its 
powers of conſciouſneſs, finiſhes its ſtate 
of trial, and enters upon that of retri- 
bution ; exiſts in a new and unknown 
world, in a new and ſurpriſing manner, 
happy or miſerable, paſt all utterance, 
all conception. 


To die, therefore, muſt be a very ſe- 
rious thing indeed! So ſerious, that thou- 
ſands, who think themſelves extreamly 


wiſe, dare not ſo much as think of it in 
earneſt. 
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earneſt. The very mention of the word 
death in their hearing, and the moſt di- 


ſtant remindings of their concern in it, 


fill chem with diſtreſs and terror. * Some 
alarming apprehenſions of it, however, 
will, at times, preſs in upon their hearts, 
in ſpite of all their efforts to the contra- 
ry, againſt which they have no remedy, 

„ "= 


Ay, but to die, and go we know not where; 


To lie in cold obſtruction, and to rot; 
This ſenſible warm motion, to become 
A kneaded clod; and the delighted ſpirit 


To bath in fiery floods, or to reſide 
In thrilling regions of thick ribbed ice; 


To be impriſon'd in the viewleſs winds, 


Or blown with reſtleſs violence about 
'The pendent worlds ; or to be worſe than worſt 
Of thoſe, that lawleſs and uncertain thought 


Imagines howling — Tis too horrible! 


The wearieſt and moſt loaded worlly life, | 
That pain, age, penury, impriſonment, 
Can lay on nature, is 2 paradiſe 

To what we fear of death. 


— 


SHASESPEARE, 


AY 
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ET FER 
but ſtupidity and diſſipation; the noiſe 

and buſtle of the world; a perpetual round 
of buſineſs or amuſement at beft, and too 
often of vice and wickedneſs. Juſt as if 
their not thinking of death, would be 
an effectual ſecurity againſt its power 
or, that its inevitable and tremendous 
conſequences, the juſt judgment of Gop, 
and everlaſting perdition, were, indeed, 
the inventions of prieſt- craft and ſuperſti- 
tion, inſtead of the eternal purpoſes and 
unalterable appointments of infinite wiſ- 


dom; or, that they could be baffled and 


borne down by ignorant confidence, and 
the vain dreams of ſeli-deluſion — What 


folly and madneſs is this ! — A man with 


the affaſſin's dagger at his breaſt, may 


ſhut his eyes, and perſuade himſelf there 


is no danger, becauſe he does not ſee it, 


with far leſs degree of weakneſs and in- 
fatuation, than thoſe unhappy creatures 
diſcover in their conduct; for it is poſſi- 
ble, that even then the murderer may re- 
lent, or be otherwiſe providentially pre- 
vented 
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vented from executing his horrid pur- 
poſe, but in their caſe, poſſibility of eſ- 
cape is not fo much as ſuppoſable 


And if they cannot bear ſo much as to 
think of death without terror, how will - 
they be able to meet it indeed ! — If in 
their ſenſes, and the due exercife of their 
reaſon and conſcience, what crouds of 
terrifying ideas, muſt, in that caſe, pour 
in upon their minds, and harrow up their 
very fouls | 


You ſee then, my friend, the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of ſome more effectual 
means of fortifying our minds againit an 
event ſo every way inevitable, and ſo 
_ awfully intereſting in its conſequences ; 
ſuch as are conſiſtent with a clear, juſt, 
rational view of the whole — Mere con- 
ceit and bravado, an ignorant thought- 
lefsneſs, or bluſtering contempt of death, 
will not, can not, avail any thing at all, 
towards ſecuring us from the evil of it. 
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_ "Tis not the ftoic Teflon got by rote, 


The pomp of words and pedant diſſertation, | 
That can ſupport us in the hour of terror. 
Books have taught cowards to talk nobly of it, 
But when the trial comes they ſtart and ſtand 

aghaſt, 5 TR.) 


If we would live above the fear of death 


indeed, and meet it with a fortitude that 


has its foundation in the reaſon and na- 
ture of things, or the divine conſtitution, 


It mult be by living under the power of 


true religion. That is, by receiving and 
conforming to the dictates of the BIBLE ; 


laying hold of the mercy of God in his 


Son ; and putting our truft in him with 
a penitent and obedient faith, The con- 
templation of the greatneſs and infinitude 
of the gracious goodneſs and compaſſions 
of our heavenly Father to his creatures, 
as they ſtand diſplayed in the goſpel 
ſcheme of religion, hath a moſt natural 
and powerful tendency to excite in us a 
comfortable hope, ſoften the ſtern viſſage 
of death, and illuminate the dark gulph 
| of 
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of eternity — The doctrine of CHRIS 
cruciſied, is deſigned and adopted to 
ſpeak divine peace to the penitent fin- 
ner's heart, and enſure him, upon the 
molt ſolid, rational, and indubitable prin- 
ciples, of pardon and acceptance with 
Cop. It is called, therefore, the word 
<< of reconciliation, glad tidings of great 
% joy.” — And whenever it is ſet home 
with power upon the conſcience, not 
only gives us more exalted and enlarged 
ideas of the divine mercy, but removes 
the very foundation of thoſe guilty fears 
that naturally poſſeſs our minds in a ſeri- 
ous view of the awful Majeſty and irre- 
ſiſtible power of an offended Gop; and 
at the ſame time inſpires us with the love 
of God and holineſs, and produces that 
temper and diſpoſition of mind, that rea- 
ſon tells us is neceſſary to qualify us for 
the enjoyment of the heavenly felicity. _ 


Great ftreſs, therefore, in the BIBLE, 


is laid upon a juſt a to the Lord 
JEsus 
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JEsus CHRIST, and his ſufferings, death, 
and interceſſion; and upon our looking 
for mercy through him. For he himſelf 
ſays, ( Unleſs we eat his fleſh, and drink 
c his blood,” 1. e. conſider and receive 
him as a ſacrifice for our {ins, ** we have 
% no life in us; and that no man can 
„come unto the Father, but by him.” 
And the apoſtles of Jzsus ſay — that it is 
Through his blood that we have re- 
„ demption, even the remiſſion of fins ; 
© — boldnefs to enter into the divine 
<<. preſence ; and are juſtified from all 
things — That he bore our fins in his 
% own body; was delivered for our of- 
„ fences, and takes away our fins by 
« the ſacrifice of himſelf.” — Modes of 
expreſſion, plainly intimating, that the 
obedience and death of CHRIST is to be 
conſidered, as having, by the divine ap- 
pointment and conſtitution, a particular 
effect in reſpect of the juſtice of Gor, 
and the ceconomy of his government; 
and is, at the leaſt, a medium through 
which 
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which Gop ſhews his mercy to us, and 


we are to expect a ſaving intereſt in it: 
or, that the divine Father has a peculiar | 


regard to the mediation of his Son, in all 


his diſpenſations of grace to ſinful men, 


and particularly looks upon “ his death 


upon the croſs,” as a proper ſacrifice 
of expiation, offered to the honour of 


his rectoral wiſdom and ' righteouſneſs, 
and a neceſſary expedient to make way 
for his mercy to operate in our favour in 
conſiſtency with thoſe perfections. The 
reaſon is plain; we are conſidered, As 
“e {till under the law, requiring perfect 
* obedience” (under it, as a rule of life, 


though not as the medium of our title to 


everlaſting happineſs.) In the eye of this 
law, we muſt, after our beſt obedience 
and ſincereſt repentance, appear really 
guilty (as every man's own heart will tell 


him, more or leſs) and conſequently con- 


demned to ſuffer what the law threatens 
in that caſe; and therefore, in ourſelves, 
intirely without hope. But here, to our 

| un- 


EE 
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unſpeakable conſolation, the bleſſed goſ- 
pel comes in to our relief, and points us 
to a moſt glorious and all- ſufficient re- 
medy ; points us to JEsUs, as * redeem- 
e ing us from the curſe of the law, by 
being made a curſe for us ;” for which. 
there would have been no occaſion, if 
| we had not been under the law, or could 
have pleaded innocence; and which 
ſtrongly evinces, that the blood of 
CrrisT, by which we are fo redeem- 
ed, muſt have a peculiar reſpe& to the 
law and juſtice of the offended DEIT Y. 


At the footſtool, therefore, of this 
great Redeemer's throne, not only the 
ſinful publican, but the moſt righteous 
phariſee, muſt ſeek the pardoning mercy 
of Gop, and truſt there for deliverance. 
from their guilt and its dreadful conſe- 
| quences, the © power of the grave.” 


But let it be always remembered, with 
the utmoſt attention, that unleſs this ſo 
ſuit- 
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ſuitable, moſt reviving, and delightful 
diſcovery of the way of our acceptance 
with Gop, has its due degree of moral 
influence upon our minds; — unleſs it 
melt our hearts with penitent concern for 
our ſins, inſpire us with the unfeigned 
love of Gop and holineſs, and be, in- 
deed, the incorruptible ſeed,” as the 
apoſtle calls it, * the ſeminal principle of 
a new and divine life in us, it will not, 
cannot, in the leaſt avail us in the hour 
of death, and before that tribunal, where 
we are to be judged for eternity. For this 
moral change, which our Log calls be- 
ing BORN AGAIN, and which ſprings from 
the powerful application of the goſpel, 
the doctrine of CHRIST crucified, to our 
hearts, by the divine ſpirit, is as neceſſa- 
ry to our enjoyment of eternal life, as the 
death of CHRIST itſelf, though in a diffe- 
rent reſpect. — The future world of im- 
mortal bleſſedneſs, muſt be very different 
from this, and its employments and plea- 
mo 9 ſures 
N, 
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ſures infinitely refined, and ſpiritual, pure. 
and holy; and without a diſpoſition and 
taſte correſpondent to them, cannot poſ- 
ſibly be enjoyed; — to produce and cul- 
tivate this diſpoſition, is one principal 
deſign of the goſpel revelation and its 
grace; and the actual poſſeſſion of it 
ſhould be the grand concern and care of. 
our lives. — To take occaſion, there- 
fore, from our confidence in the atone- 
ment of CERIsT, to indulge ourſelves in 
any kind or degree of immorality, is to 
turn it to an account the intire reverſe of 
that for which it was intended by the di- 
vine wiſdom; is a moſt preſumptuous and 
ſhameful abuſe of the goodneſs of Gop; 
and a dreadful impoſition upon our own 
Jouls. Faith, however orthodox and aſ- 
ſured, if without works, is dead, and of 
no more uſe in the buſineſs of religion 
and ſalvation, than no faith at all — The 
faith, to which the promiſes of forgive 
neſs and eternal life are annexed, is a 
vital operative principle, which, as the 
apoſtle 
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àpoſtle expreſſeth it, . worketh by love” 
Es ̃nables us to exerciſe a juſt government 
over ourſelves, warms our hearts with 
affectionate. devotion to Gop, and uni- 
verſal benevolence towards man. 


Nothing but a conſciouſneſs of ſuch a 
| +believing regard to the divine mercy, 
and ſuch a uſe of it, can juſtly ſupport 
us in the real views of death and an eter- 
nal world; but this will do it indeed, 
rationally and effectually. — He that has 
ſo felt the power of the goſpel revelation, 
as to lead him to ſincere repentance and 
newnelſs of life, and yet does not truſt in 
theſe good things, but refers himſelf to 
the great MEDIA TOR, for his pardon 
and acceptance with a juſt Gop, he has 
the ſacred word of truth to aſſure him, 
that though he die, he ſhall not pe- 
riſh, and ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſhall never 
die.” Death may ſeparate his ſoul from 
his body, but neither from his Gap. — 
Abſent from the body, the deathleſs ſpirit 
HF” K al 
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ſhall be preſent with the Lok, and 
his very fleſh reſt in hope of a glorious 
reſurrection to immortality, He has 
therefore nothing to fear from the king 
of terrors, but when, or wherever, and 
under whateyer form, he meets him, 
may welcome him as his friend; — the 
kind angel ſent by his heavenly Father, 
to deliver him from a world of darkneſs, 
fin, and pain, and introduce him into 
that of eternal light, purity, and joy; 
there to behold the face of uncreated ex- 
cellence, transformed into his likeneſs, 
bleſt with his friendſhip, joining with 
myriads of happy immortals, in that di- 
vine ſong, ſo expreſſive of the triumphs 
and glories of redeeming grace. O 
death, where is thy ſting ! O grave, 
< where is thy victory! Death is ſwal- 
* Jowed up of life!“ 


© Such is the hope of the truly righte- 
ous, and ſuch often his proſpects and 
| tranſports in death! Such, my dear 
| friend, 
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friend, may you and I feel in that moſt | 


ſerious and awful hour ! Such we have 
reaſon to expect we ſhall feel, if we live 
now to our conſciences and our Gop. 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER: XL 


To *** *. 


1 my dear ſir, you know my 
ar EEE he 1s com- 
menced preacher ; and wonderfully Zeal- 
ous he is in his way. Soon after you 
left us yeſterday, and juſt as our friend 
and I were got into earneſt diſ- 
courſe upon the uſe and importance of 
reaſon in religion, he came to pay me a 
viſit. J was, at firſt, ſorry for his well 
meant compliment, as it happened at a 
time I was ſo agreeably engaged; but 
when I reflected upon the character and 
ſentiments of my viſitant, and conſider- 
cd he was a ſerious religious man, the 
warmth of whoſe affections, had very 
much oppreſſed and confounded his rea- 
ſon, but that poſſibly he might be con- 
vinced of his miſtakes by what we were 
diſcourſing of, I was really pleaſel. Ac- 

cordingly. 
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cordingly, I told him our ſubject, and 
hinted at ſome of the arguments we had. 
been conſidering in favour of our opini- 
on. He ſmiled with an air of ſelf ſatiſ- 
faction, and told us, he thought, we 
were very much in the wrong, and our 
notions extreamly dangerous to the in- 
tereſt of religion: — That for his part, 
he looked upon reaſon and the BIBLE as 
diametrically oppoſite : — That if a man 
would be a Chriſtian indeed, he muſt 
not reaſon but believe, and become a 
fool, that he may know CHRI1sT, and be 

made wiſe to ſalvation : — That while 
men adhere ſo much to reaſon, they will 
never enter into the true and genuine 
ſpirit of | Chriſtianity, &c. &c. — We 
replied, and he rejoined, and fo on; but 
at laſt we found ourſelves, on both ſides, 
juſt where we were before. We had diſ- 
puted, though eagerly, yet without any 
unfriendly and provoking warmth, and 
parted with mutual expreſſions of eſteem 


and pity for each other. | 
5 3 


rr 

The man has many good qualities, and 
means well; and I could not help feel- 
ing a very ſenſible concern for him, af- 
ter he was gone, which when I was a- 
lone, lead me to reflect more particular- 
ly upon the ſubject we had been canvaſ- 
ing. Some of the chief of theſe reflec- 
tions I here ſend you, my dear friend, 
and the rather as I imagine that your part 
of the country abounds with a ſort of 
people, who, however rightly they mean, 
ſeem to pay too great a regard to nie- 
chanical impulſes, and unaccountable 
feelings, and too little to rational con- 
viction, in the concerns of religion; and 
conſequently, that your tender mind, 
though ſo well eſtabliſhed, may be ex- 
poſed to fome trials and difficulties, by 
the plauſible zeal of thoſe people. 


The goſpel of CHRIST is undoubted- 
Iv moſt admirably calculated to penetrate 
the heart, and is deſigned to Go. fo. It 
is the power of Gop to ſalvation:“ — 

The 
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The ſeminal principle of a new and di- 
vine life; — and it is impoſſible to find 
it ſuch to ourſelves, and have our minds 
brought under its governing influence, 
without ſome very diſtinguiſhable ſpiri- 
tual feelings within. — If we cannot be 
inſenſible to the benevolence of a friend 
in the common concerns of this life, but 
every expreſſion of his kind regard for us, 
every token of his love, and care for our 
happineſs, excites in us ſome pleaſing idea 
of his character, ſome ſentiment of gra- 
titude and eſteem; ſurely we muſt feel 
infnitely more, from the unexampled 
benevolence of the greateſt and beſt of 
friends, which he has diſplayed in ſuch a 
variety of the moſt important inſtances, 
and particularly his “ dying upon a 
„ croſs,” that he might redeem us to 
Goy by his blood.” — If we have any 
juſt idea of what it is to be ſinners againſt 
the Mott High, and the tremendous con- 
ſequences of falling into his hands as ſuch, 
the very hope of deliverance in the way 
K 4 pointed 


ET TOES 

pointed out in the goſpel thro' CHRIST, 
muſt awaken in us a variety of warm af- 
fections, particularly the moſt earneſt de- 
Fire and hope of the favour of Gop, and 
the moſt pleaſing love of his infinite ex- | 
cellencies. | 


But, on the other hand, there may 
be ſenſations, which though, to a ſuper- 
kcial obſerver, they may appear to bear 
ſome reſemblance to the above, really 
ariſe from very different cauſes, and are 
of a very different nature and tendency; 
ſenſations purely mechanical, or at beſt 
owing to ſuperſtitious credulity, and the 
force of a warm imagination led by falfe 
lights. And it is remarkable that the re- 
ligious character formed upon theſe prin- 
ciples is always crude, awkward, dif- 
guſtful, and ſeldom of any long continu- 
ance, at leaſt in the ſame form, unleſs 
when ſupported by conſtitutional obſti- 
Dacy.. | 


We 
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- We muſt, therefore, if we would be 
Chriſtians indeed, learn to diſtinguiſh 
here, and fee that our religious impreſ- 
ſions are rational, ſuch as are derived 
from the evidence of evangelical truth 
| ſhining into the underſtanding ; for no 
farther than we take our underſtandings 


with us, can our religious principles 


carry us with ſafety. It is true, in order 
to the forming of our minds to the love 


and practice of genuine Chriſtianity, 


fomething infinitely ſuperior to mere 
light and conviction, or the efforts of 
our own reaſon, is abſolutely neceſſary; 
even a power derived from him, who is 


the fountain of all life, and eminently ſo 
of that of grace, „for in him it has 


« pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs 
„ ſhould dwell,” for the important pur- 
poſes of our ſalvation ; but even that 
power operates upon our reaſon, and al- 


ways in perfect conſiſtency - with it. * 
That 


* Since the preparing of theſe papers for 
the preſs, I have met with a paſſage in the pi- 
. | | ous 
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That is, the bleſſed Gop himſelf, in his 
diſpenſations of grace to man, conſiders 


and 


ous Mr. HER VEx's letters, much to my pur- 
poſe; which, as it may have weight with 
ſome of my readers, whoſe ſentiments may 
lean too much to thoſe I am oppoiing, I will 
here tranſcribe, | 


ce 
> 
«Cc 
66 


( 


(6 


64 


«c 


66 


cc 


cc 


* 


6c 


&«& declare, I look upon my religion to be 
reaſon in its higheſt refinement. My rea · 
ſon ſays, prove all things, — admit nothing 
without ſatisfactory proofs, and when any 
thing is revealed by Gop, receive it as an 
oracle. — I cannot but think likewiſe, that 


every part of our religion (though abſolute- 


ly undiſcoverable by reaſon) is, when BC. 
covered and underſtood, perfectly rational, 
as it comports with the attributes of the 
Godhead, ſuits the tate of man, and is ad- 
mirably adapted to diſplay the divine glory, 
and redreſs human miſery. Whatever is 


formed with ſuch a tendency, to this my 


reaſon moſt readily ſubſcribes, and pro- 
nounces worthy of all acceptance.” 
HERver's Let. Vol. ii. Let. 120. 
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and treats him as a rational Being, capa- 
ble of moral government, and actually 
under it. Hence JESUS CHRIST is tiled, 
* the LIGHT of the world,” and is ſaid, 
to open our eyes, ſhine into our hearts, 
give us the light of the knowledge of 
4 Gop, and turn us from darkneſs to 
light,“ and the like; all which clear- 
ly implies, that our reaſon 1s particularly 
concerned in the aftairs of religion. 
However weak and impaired, it does not 
follow that it muſt not be uſed in hum- 
ble dependence on the gracious aſſiſtance 
promiſed us. A ſyſtem of religion incon- 
ſiſtent with reafon, is not the ſyſtem of 
the BIBLE, nor any way adapted to the 
human nature. The paſſions, indeed, 
muſt have their ſhare here (for we are 
ſentimental as well as rational Beings) 
but it is only in proportion to the hold 
that divine truth has of the underſtand- 
ing, and the ſubjection of the paſſions to 
that influence, that we can ever act regu- 
larly and conſiſtently in religion; fix up- 

on 


— 
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on right objects of faith and worſhip.; 
and bring forth the ſolid fruits of evan- 
gelical righteouſneſs. — The moſt vio 
| Tent zeal for theological opinions, and 
the moſt rapturous fervours of deyotion, 
without a rational conviction in the 
mind to ſupport them, deſerve not the 
name of religion; and are very far from 
that ©* reaſonable ſervice,” as the apoſtle 
{tiles it, which the bleſſed Gop requires 


af us. 


It muſt be allowed, indeed, that the 
reaſoning faculties of many of the com- 
mon people, not only of the illiterate, 
but of thoſe who have been driven thro' 
a courſe of education without a literary 
genius, are extreamly low and limitted; 
and that were it not for ſome religious 
addity, as. I may call it, or ſome party 
abſurdity under a religious appearance, 
ſtrongly impreſſed upon their imagina- 
tions (which, with them, is generally 
the ruling Power) they would have na 
religion 
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religion at all. Were you to laugh, or 


to reaſon them out of theſe conceits, un- 


leſs, at the ſame time, you could reaſon 


them into ſome ſerious truths of equal 


influence and authority over them, you 
would deprive them of the chief ſupport 
of their moral character and conduct 3 
and expoſe them in a very dangerous de- 
gree to the attacks of the prophane and 
vicious. It is better for them, and for 
ſociety, to let them alone in their miſ- 
takes, than attempt with ſuch hazard to 
rectify them. 


It is alſo poſſible, that even ſacred 
truth itſelf, in ſome conſtitutions, may 
operate more ſenſibly upon the imagi- 
nation, than the reaſon; which will 
naturally give their religion an air and 


appearance of abſurdity, to people of 


more rational diſcernment, even though 
it may be real and ſincere in the 
main. They reaſon weakly, but they 
feel ſtrongly ; feel what leads them to 

the 
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the practice of a lower and leſs perfect 
kind of piety and viitue. And, therefore, 
though too much of their own weakneſs, 
and many miſtakes and contradictions, 
mix with their religion, as they are right 
upon the whole, they juſtly claim our 
moſt tender allowances and charity. But 
even many of theſe alſo, we had better 
leave to themſelves, and the good provi- 
dence of Gop, than attempt to reaſon 
them out of their errors, and initruct 
them better ; unleſs from ſome particu- 
lar circumſtances, we are pretty ſure of 
ſucceſs. It requires a great deal of pru- 
dence and addreſs to deal with people un- 
der deep prejudices, and of a naturally 
enthuſiaſtic temperament, ſo as at once 
to preſerve their zeal for religion, and 
cure them of their abſurdities. One prin- 
cipal thing here, I think, is to endeavour 
to rectify their notions about the uſe and 
importance of reaſon in religion; and, 
if poſſible, convince them, that there is 
a real difference between reaſon as ſuch, 

| and 
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and the corruption of reaſon, and that 


they put the latter for the former. And 
yet if this is not done with caution, it is 
much but you draw upon yourſelf ſome 


reproachful epithet, and be eſteemed no 
better than an heretic as the reward of 


your Chriſtian compaſſion; and ſet them 


but the farther from the hope of recovery 


to juſter ſentiments. 


There are, indeed, ſeveral texts of 


ſcripture, which people of this fanatical 


caſt are very fond of quoting in ſupport 
of their opinions and practices, — ſuch 


as „ Gop has choſen the fooliſh things 
© of this world to confound the wiſe : — 
«© By the fooliſhneſs of preaching ſaves 
them that believe ;—hides thoſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, which he 
s reveals unto babes; — if any would 
e be wiſe, let him become a fool, &c.” 
— Which make nothing at all to their 
purpoſe, becauſe they do not fo much as 
ſuppoſe real folly to be preferable to real 
wiſdom; . 
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wiſdom ; or that ignorance and weakneſs . 
of mind, do, in themſelves, really quali- 
fy a man for grace and ſalvation. What 


they teach us is, — that men, by their 


. own reaſon, without a divine revelation 


and grace, cannot attain to the know- 
ledge of the way of ſalvation, nor eftec- 


tually apply its doctrines : — That the 
great Gop beſtows his grace without 


reſpect of perſons, and their natural qua- 
Khcations ; and adapts the diſpenſations 
of it to the light and feeling common to 


all mja, and not to the opinions and 
prejudices of human philoſophy, or the 
idolizers of weak and depraved reaſon: — 
That the pride of falſe wiſdom, and its: 
vain conceits of ſelf-ſufficiency, ſet a 


man farther out of the way of evangeli- 


cal and ſaving knowledge, than the plain 
common ſenſe of the bulk of mankind : — 
That the more ſenſible we are of the 


real weakneſs of the moſt exalted and 


improved human reaſon, and the neceſ- 
tity of divine illumination, the more 


Jikely 
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likely it is that we ſhould become more 
truly wiſe. For. Gop “ reſiſteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the hum- 
<« ble.” — That however abſurd and 
fooliſh the method of  faving mankind, 
by. CHRIsT crucified, might appear to 
minds intoxicated with pretended philo- 
ſophy, it was evident from a due conſi- 
deration of the ſcheme itſelf, as well as 
from its glorious effects, that it was in- 
deed an appointment of infinite} wiſdom 
and goodneſs, — But however we may, 
as we ought, to rejoice in the croſs of 
CHRIST, as the life and ſoul of all our 
religion and hope ; yet to bring into our 
notions and diſcourſes about it, any en- 
thuſiaſtic abſurdities and nonſenſical con- | 
ceits of our own weak heads, and pre- 
ſume to call them by the ſacred names of 
the wiſdom and power of Go, is no bet- 
ter than blaſphemy. But here I muſt 1 
pauſe, 1 755 | i 


And am, yours, &. 


L 
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To the ſame. In Continuation, 


EASON is the gift of Gop, and 

\ beſtowed upon us for the moſt im- 
portant purpoſes, amongſt which reli- 
gion ſurely may juſtly claim the firſt and 
chief place, To renounce reaſon here 
then, my. dear fir, muſt be to oppoſe 
the primary intention of .providence 


in beſtowing it, and affront the divine 


goodneſs, — It is to quench the light of 
heaven, deface the natural image of 


Gop in us, lay ourſelves open to the 
power of ſuperſtition, enthuſiaſm, and 
all forts of diabolical deluſions and im- 


piety, and provoke our gracious Father to 
give us up to theſe moſt formidable evils, 
as a juſt judgment upon us. Even con- 
ſcience itſelf, without this beam of ce- 
leſtial light to direct it, would be nothing 
more than a blind inſtin&, and prove a 
very uncertain, and even dangerous guide 
| | in 
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in our enquiries about duty and happi- 
neſs. Yea, the very word of Gop, 
which is given as a © lamp to our feet,” 
could not be of the leaſt ſervice to us, 
without the eye of reaſon to receive it. 
That word, indeed, is confeſſedly a ſu- 
-pernatural revelation of divine truths of 
the higheſt importance and excellency ; 
ſuch as it was utterly impoſſible our rea- 
ſon ſhould ever have diſcovered. — The 
grand and leading point in that revelation 
viz.) „ Gop in CHRIsT reconciling 


the world to himſelf; or, CHRIST 


crucified as a propitiation for our fins, 


» the power of God to ſalvation ;” is 
not a ſuggeſtion of the human mind, or 


diſcovered by the force of it, but what 


ſprings intirely from the benevolence of 
the divine nature, or the infinitely gra- 
cious and incomprehenſible LOVE OF 
Gop, and taught by him; — and yet 
not at all the leſs agreeable to reaſon 
when diſcovered, and rightly underſtood, 


becauſe it is the effect of the higheſt rea- 
| | 2 ſon, 


| 

i 

1 
3 
1 
1 
1 


we, ee 
ſon, even that of the DEITY ; and there- 


fore the proper object of a rational crea- 
ture's regard, and indeed of no other's. 
It is by our reaſon that we diſcern the 
traces of ſupernatural truth, or divine 


revelation in any ſet of doctrines, or ſy- 
ſtem of religion, propoſed to us as ſuch. 


That is, it is laid before us with the evi- 
dence of its divinity, reaſon conſiders this 
evidence, and, as 1t appears, judges and- 
pronounces it divine. — Thus the pro- 
phet Is ATIARH, è when endeavouring to re- 
claim his people from idolatry, expoſtu- 
lates with them particularly on the folly 
and abſurdity of their conduct, and calls 
upon them, to ſhew themſelves men, 
7. e. as the context ſhews, rational crea- 
tures, capable of diſcerning the traces of 


real wiſdom and divinity in the religion 


he was pleading for, and of weakneſs 
and deluſion in the other. But ſet a- 
ſide this capacity, and there is nothing 
left to ſhew us the difference in ſuch a 
caſe; 

* Iſa. xlvi. 8. Chap. xliv. 19. 
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caſe; nothing to tell us why we might 
not as well worſhip a ſtock or a ſtone, 
as the LIVING Gop. 


Even the moſt miraculous atteſtations 
to any ſyſtem of religion, can have no 
real force, until we are aſſured they are 
miraculous, which is a point reaſon muſt 
determine; I ſay reaſon, for however 
graciouſly enlightened (as indeed it muſt 
be to receive divine truths ſavingly) it is 
reaſon ſtill. — One conſiderable branch 
of evidence in this caſe, 1s, the accom- 
pliſhment of propheſy, but we ſeldom 
find the prophetic deſcriptions and the 
eventual facts ſo anſwer to each other, 
as to leave no room at all for the exerciſe 
of the mind, in order to perceive and 
point out. the agreement. — Even the. 
grand propheſies of all (viz.) thoſe rela- 
tive to the Meſſiah, though they mark 
out his perſon, character, birth, life, 
ſufferings, death, &c. with ſufficient 
clearneſs and preciſion ; yet not ſo as to 


L 3 ſuperſcde 
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ſupercede the neceſſity of employing our 


reaſon, in order to perceive the confor- 


mity of the events to the predictions. 


The DEITY, perhaps, if he pleaſed, 
might ſet before us every thing he re- 
quires us to believe, or receive for truth, 
in ſo ſtrong and peculiar a light, as ſhould 
leave no room, at leaſt no occaſion, for 
the exertion of our rational faculties, by 
way of argumentative deduction, but 
compel our aſſent, as to ſelf-evident pro- 


poſitions ; yet, ſince it is certain he has 
not done ſo in fact, but the contrary, it 


is plain he expects us to make uſe of our 
reaſon * in our religious diſquiſitions, as 
| a 


* Fven they who affect to deſpiſe reaſon 
in the affairs of religion, pretend to give rea- 
ſons why they do ſo, that is to reaſon us out 
of our reaſon ; the abſurdity of which one 
would think muſt ſtrike them even at firſt 
fight; but indeed, they themſelves generally 
allow of the uſe of it, where they are 
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a medium of his own appointing ; tho' 
always remembering to look up to him, 
as the Father of all lights, for his graci- 
ous illumination, without which we ſhall 
know nothing to the purpoſe. 


And as we receive true religion in the 
exerciſe of this power, by the ſame me- 
dium we ought to endeavour to propa- 
gate it; that is, endeavour, in the firſt 
place, to convince reaſon of the truth, 
juſtneſs, and importance, of its doctrines 
and duties ; and then addreſs ourſelves to 
the affections, and engage them in its 

| ſervice. Thus we find the inſpired apo- 
itle, 5 reaſoning out of the ſcriptures, . 
« and perſuading men, to be reconciled 
cc to Gop.” And thus our LoRD him- 
ſelf appeals to the underſtandings and 
reaſon of his auditors for the validity of 

_ thoſe ſcriptures he alledged, and the mi- 
| ks racles 

not too cloſely pinched with it, Acts xvii. 2. 
Chap. xviii. 27. Chap. xxiv. 25. 2 Cor. 


V. 1 to 
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racles he wrought | in ſupport of his pre- 
tenſions to the character of the Meſ- 


ſiah. * 


J grant that this light (and indeed 


not leſs that of the goſpel) may be 


abuſed through the weakneſs and corrup- 
tion of our natures, and therefore may 
impoſe upon, and miflead, the judgment 


and affections, and this even in the great 
affairs of religion. Which ſhews the ne- 


ceſſity of a divine reveiation and grace; 
and that great care and diligence ſhould 
be uſed in the exerciſe of our reaſon with 
all its aſſiſtances; but not that we ſhould 
lay it intirely aſide.— Though under pre- 
tence of reaſon, ſome may, and do re- 
ject the moſt vital and intereſting truths 
of Chriſtianity in principle and practice, 
yet this will not juſtify our giving up the 
uſe of it as inconſiſtent with a due regard 
to thoſe truths; for at this rate we may 
give up our BIBLE too, ſince that has 

been 


* John v. 39 46, &c. 
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been abuſed in as flagrant a manner. I 
ſay, therefore, we ought to make uſe of 
our own underſtanding, though in an 
humble dependence on the divine ath- 
ſtance. And if we do ſo, and can be 
content to learn of Gop, what he alone 
can teach us; are willing to wait with 
patience the removal of difficulties; and 
do not make too much haſte to our con- 
cluſions. — If we keep always in view 
the firſt principles, the plain indubitable 
truths of religion; and do not confound 
our minds by involving them in enqui- 
ries too deep for their preſent ſtrength 
and capacity. — If we take this method, 
and accompany it with conſtant prayer 
to the great fountain of all reaſon, we 
may depend upon it, we ſhall not be left 
to fall into any material or ruinous miſ- 
takes. — The wiſdom and goodneſs of 
our heavenly Father, will be our ſecuri- 
1 againſt ſo dreadful a Sth 


2 perhaps, you will aſk, are 
«there 


bo .4£T TER 


& there not ſome, who affect to diſtin- 
6 guiſh themſelves, as the greateſt cham- 
« pions for the purity of religion, who 
„are continually exclaiming with the 
„ utmoſt violence againſt reaſon, as na- 
turally deſtructive of its vital power 
and genuine orthodoxy ; with whom 
cc reaſon is but another name for hereſy, 
< and who are ſure to anathemize, with 
c peculiar bitterneſs, all that dare to aſ- 
s ſert its authority?“ _ 
_ I confeſs this is the caſe too much, 
and that there is ſuch a thing as a © zeal. 
for GoD, not according to know- 
„ ledge;” and nothing can be more 
ſurely ſo, than what is above inſtanced. 
But the thing is, they do not diſtinguiſh 
between reaſon itſelf, as ſuch, and rea- 
ſon corrupted by ſin. The ſincere and 
honeſt amongſt them (one would chari- 
tably hope) really mean the latter oN LV, 
though, for want of detter attention or 
judgment, they ſeem to include the for- 
| mer. 
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mer. They forget, that were not man 
a rational Being, he could not poſſibly 
be the ſubject of religion and moral go- 
vernment at all; could have no idea of 
DEITY, or of any obedience due to him; 
nor have any feeling of the ſanctions and 
motives that enforce it. — Take away 
reaſon, and you ſink man into a mere 
brute, and religion into mere caprice and 
folly, or rather into nothing. 


The brutes diſcover ſome lower de- 
grees of reaſon ; they have imagination, 
memory, invention, coniciouſneſs ; and, 
in ſome inſtances, appear capable of de- 
_ ducing conſequences from given premi-, 
ſes. — What diſtinguiſhes Man from 
them, is, the vaſt extent and ſuperiority 
of his reaſoning powers, and particularly. 
his capacity of diſcerning the DEITY and 
his perfections, moral truth, and obhga- 
tion; and of enjoying the divine felicity 
thence reſulting ; of all which the brutes 


appear utterly incapable. 
It 


| 
i 
| 
: 
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It is true, there are © heights and 
« depths in the love of CHRIST,“ and 
many other particulars in our BIBLES, 
(and fo there are in nature) that infinitely 
ſurpaſs the power of our reaſon fully to 
comprehend, yet all ſo perfectly agree- 
able to it, that the more we are enlight- 
ened into them, the more we approve 
them. It is to the corruption and de- 
pravity of reaſon, not to the thing itſelf, 
that any of the truths of divine revelation 
are oppoſed ; for, not to deſtroy the rea- 
ſon of man, or ſet it aſide as intirely uſeleſs 
in religion, but to reitore it to its proper 
uſe and dignity, is the deſign of all the 


divine diſpenſations in our favour. 


By addreſſing the paſſions only, we 
may alarm mankind, and work upon 
their corrupt prejudices and ſuperſtition ; 
awaken falſe fears, excite falſe hopes, 
and Jead them into a kind of enthuſiaſtic 
counterfeit piety. And there now is, 
and always hath been, a ſet of men in 

| > | the 
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the world, who, by this means have done 


ſurpriſing things; made the deepeſt im- 
preſſions on the minds of the weak and 
credulous, and led them into the belief 
of the moſt monſtrous and even blaſphe- 
mous opinions, and to the practice of all 
ſorts of iniquity. All the idolatry of the 
Heathen world, and worſe idolatry of 
the Chriſtian, has been introduced and 
ſupported under the ſacred name of reli- 
gion; but not by juſt reaſonings, but 
artful addreſſes to the corrupt paſſions 


and prejudices of mankind, and working 


upon their ſuperſtitious fears. 


There is a conſcience in all men, and 


ſome ſenſe of guilt and dread of the diſ- 


pleaſure of the inviſible power; and wicx- 


ed and crafty men, know how to take 
advantage of this principle and diſpoſition 
to carry on their ſelfiſh deſigns ; and un- 
der the pretence of better light and purer 
truth, have introduced into the church, 
and the world, the moſt damnable here- 

: i ſies 
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fies and moral impurities. Witneſs "IN 


MON Macvus, and his followers, in the 


eariieft days of Chriſtianity, and innu- 
merable others in every age. 


| 91 do not write theſe things, my friend, 


becauſe I am under any apprehenſions of 
your really leaning to the fide of abſur- 
dity and deluſion in religion; but to con- 
firm and ſtrengthen your mind, in its 
juſt attachment to rational piety, and 
encourage your modeit endeavours to 
eſtabliſh your wavering, or reclaim your 


miſled acquaintance. — I would not, for the 


world, .be the means of leading you into 
a vain conceit of the ſufficiency of hu- 
man reaſon, without revelation and the 


grace of GoD, © to find the way of life ;” 


or of leſſening your ſenſe of the infinite 


obligations you are under to the bleſſed 
| Redeemer, the light and life of an other- 


wiſe dark and periſhing world. — And, 


therefore, while we plead for the uſe of 
' reaſon in religion, let us guard againſt the 


* 


abuſe 
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abuſe of it, by a preſumptuous confidence 
in its power, in contempt of the divine 
goodneſs. There is nothing more com- 
mon than to run out of one extreme into 
another; one trampling reaſon into the 
dirt, another exalting it to a DEITY. 
And it is too often obſervable, that when 
a man once comes to lay aſide all ſerious 
regard to divine revelation and grace, and 
reſolves to depend intirely upon his rea- 
ſon in his religious diſquiſitions, he is very 
ſoon loſt, and juſtly left to wander about 
in the dreary regions of univerſal ſcepti- 
ciſm, where the mind wearied out with 

enquiries, 


* 'This is generally the caſe of the violent 
oppoſers of divine revelation ſince the brigh- 
ter diſcoveries of the preſent diſpenſation of 
the goſpel. Under the former diſpenſations, 
the enemies of revelation generally fell into 
The monſtrous abſurdities of downright idola- 

try, and worſhipped, as their Gop, the works 
of their own hands. An abiurdity ſo mon- 
ſtrous, that one would think no rational Be- 


109 
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enquiries, can find no ſingle principle to 
reſt upon a moment; but is hurried from 
one uncertainty to another; until at laft : 
it plunges into the bottomleſs gulph of 
downright Atheiſm, where reaſon, con- 

ſcience, and every thing that can diſtin- | 
guiſh man from brute, is irrecoverably 

loſt ; where “ confuſion lies confounded, 
| hope 


ing could poſſibly bi guilty of it, were not 
the fact undeniable; eſpecially if we confider 
it was the caſe not only of the low; illiterate, 
unthinking mob, but even of the greateſt men, 
princess, and philoſophers. For which I can- 
not think any better reaſon can be aſſigned, 
than that it was the juſt judgment of Gop 
upon them, - for the guilt of wilſully or wan- 
tonly rejecting the gracious and neceſſary light 
of divine revelation which he had given them, 
and ſetting up their own depraved reafon as 
an all-ſufficient guide in the concerns of reli- 
gion. And what terminated in idolatry then, 
terminates in Atheiſm now ; which takes a- 
way even the means of recovery, | 


1 See, Iſa. xliv. 12 19. 
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ec hope never comes, but the moſt diſ- 


mal impenetrable darkneſs, horror, and 


deſpair reign for ever. As, therefore, we 
would eſcape ſuch deep perdition, let us 


think humbly of our reaſon, uſe it with 


a becoming caution, thankfully embrace 
the light of the divine word, and form our 
religious ſentiments and character upon 
the plan there laid down; our piety, 
chen, will be manly and rational; yet 
lively, fervent, chearful ; ornamental to 
ourſelves, and beneficial to ſociety. 


I am, Cc. - 
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LETTER XIII. | 
To Xx * * x. 


Anecdotes of Horontus, his Conver- 
hon, and Addreſs to his Companions, 


Parcus deorum 2 & infrequens, 
Inſanientis dum ſapientiæ 
Conſultus erro: Nunc retrorſum 
Vela dare, atque iterare curſus 


Cogor relictos. 
Hon. Carm. Lib. i. Od. 34. 


2 is your happineſs, my dear young 
friend, that you have retreated ſo ear- 

ly from the © paths of the deſtroyer,” 
and felt the force of evangelical truth 
upon your heart, leading you into thoſe 
of eternal life and ſalvation. Several of 
your former companions, ſome of whom 
you are ſtill obliged occaſionally to aſſo- 
ciate with, are yet wretched ſlaves to their 
vices. I know you ſincerely pity them, 
and ardently with they were ſharers with 
you 
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you in the grace of Gop, and the truly 
divine pleaſures you by that means enjoy. 
Perhaps, the addreſs of HoNoRIUs, here- 
with encloſed, if put into ſome of their 
hands at a proper ſeaſon, might have a 


good influence upon their minds. How- 


ever, your partiality for the writer, will, 


I dare ſay, render it an agreeable enter- : 


tainment to you; and as it may ſerve to 
confirm you in your right ſentiments and 
practice, I ſend it without any farther 
apology ; only as a proper introduction, 
it will be neceſſary to obſerve, that 


Hooks was the only ſon of a gen- 


tleman of conſiderable fortune in —. 
His father and mother were both of them 
perſons of real worth, and poſſeſſed that 
ſpirit of fervent and rational piety, that 
is.too ſeldom to be found, even amongſt 
the truly good. They took a great deal 


* 
* 


of pains to inſtil into the mind of their 


ſon, the principles of pure and genuine 
religion, and to. impreſs this conſcience 


os with 


= EET TEES: 
with a ſenſe of their importance, even 
from the earlieſt dawn of intellect. 


HoxoR1us had naturally a good un- 
deritanding, and an ingenuous opennefs 
of heart, ſo that he very readily received 
theſe parental inſtructions, though, as 
his ſpirits were very lively and volatile, 
he was always in danger of forgetting 
them, and too much diſpoſed to embrace 
every temptation that flattered him with 
the proſpect of gratiſying the lower af- 
fections of his nature. However, he diſ- 
covered no remarkably vicious inclina- 
tion, while under the immediate care of 
his parents, or at the grammar-ſchool ; 
where he had the happineſs of a maſter, 
ho attended to the religion and morals, 
as well as claſſical accompliſhments of the 
youth under Nis care, in a degree beyond 
what is too generally practiſed, 


At about ſeventeen, HoxnorIivs was 
{ent to the univerſity, But there, not- 
3 $ nd 2 = . ; 
withſlanding 
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withſtanding the good diſcipline of the 
college he was placed in, and the at- 
tention of his worthy tutor and other 
friends, he fell into bad company, ſoon 
imbibed their libertine notions of life, and 
followed their example, ſeemingly, with 
as much ſpirit, and inſenſibility to the 
reproaches of conſcience, as any of them. 
His father could but hear of too many 
inſtances of his profligacy, though not 
of all; and this, not without great ſor- 
row of heart, and the moſt earneſt en- 
deavours to reclaim him, but to no pur- 
pole. | 


n He ſtayed the uſual time at the uni- 


verſity; and from thence went and lived 


upon an eſtate left him by an uncle, 
which though not large, was ſufficient 
to ſupport him in too great a degree of 
libertine gentulity. 


The divine goodneſs, however, did 
not forſake him; for, by means witn 
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which his addreſs will particularly ac- 
quaint you, and which, therefore, I 
{hall not here anticipate, he was fo im- 
preſſed with the impropriety and wick- 
edneſs of his paſt life, and with the rea- 
ſonableneſs and excellency of religion, 
that from that time he became a neu 
man, and is now a ſhining ornament to 
the Chriſtian name. | 


After ſome time, as his mind became 
pretty well ſettled in this happy courſe: 
of life, refizcting upon the truly miſer- 
able condition of his former companions 


in wickedneſs, he reſolved to make, at 


leaſt, one attempt to reclaim them. He 
knew ſeveral of them were men of ſenſe, 
and had enjoyed a religious education in 
their early youth. He conſidered, they 


were. reaſonable and immortal Beings, 


and as ſuch capable of the knowledge 
and enjoyment of the ſupreme good, the 
friendſhip of the great and Bleſſed God ; 
and yet actually proſtituting their powers 

of 
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of body and mind to the moſt inglorious 
and pernicious purpoſes; rendering them 
ſelves the diſgrace of the human- nature in 
this world; and drawing down upon their 
guilty heads, the diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty in the next. — Theſe conſidera- 
tions awakened in his breaſt all the pe- 
culiar tenderneſs of a truly Chriſtian 
friendſhip, for ſuch, indeed, his former 
regard for them was now become. He 
determined therefore to attend one of their 
weekly nocturnal aſſemblies; and there, 
before their paſſions were inflamed by 
their uſual diſcourſe and drinking, to ad- 
dreſs them with a plain ſerious account 
of himſelf, and the reaſons of his with- 
drawing from them, together with ſome 
fuitable remonſtrances naturally ariſing 
from the fubject. And he fell into this 
meaſure the more readily, as he preſumed 
his former intereſt in their eſteem, which 
was not ſmall, would be one conſider- 
able means of inducing them to hear 
him patiently; and the goodneſs of his 
* 4. deſion, 


P 0 20 ere TAL: 


mm EE TT-ERS 
deſign, and the natural unaffected plain- 
neſs and ſeriouſneſs with which he thought 
he could ſpeak, would, as he hoped, pre- 
vent their ridicule; if not, he was pre- 
pared to bear it. 8 


I am, &c.. 
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11 
ADDRES S of H ONOR] Us, 


To a Society of Libertines, to Which he him- 
ſelf once belonged. 


JO have often heard me with plea- 
Y ſure, my friends, when I uſed to 
harangue you upon the ſubject of our 
wild exploits, and have too often. felt the 
force of what I ſaid, — have been rouſed 
from your occafional indolence, and ani- 
mated to midnight debaucheries and riots 
by only a dozen or two of ſentences, ut- 
tered with the genuine ſpirit, and in the. 
| laconic ſtile of the fraternity. 


I am now going to addreſs you in ano- 
ther manner, and upon a fubject as op- 
polite to thoſe I once entertained you with, 
as light to darkneſs. — You think me ſe- 
rious, — I am really ſo ; — but do not 
imagine I am turned fanatic, and going. 
| to 
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to inſult your underſtandings, or provoke 
your ſpleen, with the rant of enthuſiaſm. 
[ profeſs myſelf a SINCERE CHRISTIAN, 
— and conſcious cf the dignity of - that 
character, ſhall endeavour to“ ſpeak the. 
« words of ſoberneſs and truth.” | 


You may, perhaps, of late have enter- 
tained ſome unfavourable fentiments of 
me, and think me over-run with abſur-- 
dity and mclancholy. But I aſſure you, 
J have not loſt one grain of my ſpirit and 
cheariulneſs ; am no flave to ſuperitition, 
no bigot to theological opinions, but in 
every thing juſt the ſame man I was; 
except, that now my appetites. and paſ- 
ſions are brought into a due ſubordina- 
tion to my ſuperior faculties, and all to 
the authority of the greateſt and beſt of 
Beings. — My deſires are now directed 
to more worthy objects; my employ-- 
ments are mare rational; and my plea- 
ſures more ſolid and refined. And, I 
preſume, gentiemen, upon my former; 

intereſt 
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intereſt in your eſteem, the benevolence- 
of my deſign in this addreſs, and your 
known candour and good nature, to hope | 
you will indulge me the liberty I am 
taking, and hear me patiently, and with- 
out interruption, till I have done. 


REL1c10N is my ſubject. I ſhall not, 
However, trouble you with. a detail of 
the evidences of the divine original of 
Chriſtianity. I know you are not ſo- 
loſt to common ſenſe, and the moral 
feelings natural to the human heart, or 
ſo intoxicated with the conceits of falſe 
philoſophy, as to deny the real divinity 
of a ſyſtem of religion that ſo fully ap- 
proves itſelf to every man's ſober con- 
ſcience. Your fin is not infidelity, — 
you ſcorn ſo poor and cowardly a ſubter- 
fuge in favour of your vices, ſo common 
amongſt many of our half-witted workers 
of iniquity. Nor is wickedneſs itſelf as 
ſuch your object; but the ſpirit and he- 
roiſm as you affect to call it, with which, 

| | you 
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you commit it, and the gratification of 


your ſenſual and licentious - appetites. — 


Theſe are your enjoyments, and the mo- 


tives to moſt of your mad adventures. 


Miſchievous effects will ſometimes fol- 
low, but they are not your ruling de- 
ſign. — d pirits like yours are ſeldom ac- 
tuated by pure malevolence, and there- 
fore you are generally very ready to make 
ſatisfaction for your treſpaſſes. The only 
irreparable injuries of conſequence you 
are guilty of towards others, are done to 
thoſe unhappy women whoſe innocence 
you too often facrifice to your wanton- 
neſs and love of intrigue; and whom. you 
expoſe to habitual vice, diſeaſe, and in- 
famy in this world, and to everlaſting 
perdition in the next. — "Theſe are inju- 
ries. indeed of the deepeſt die, and every 
way out of your power to repair. — Here 


you fink even below yourſelves; and act 


a part every way unworthy even the name 
of gentlemen. But otherwiſe, I confeſs 
with pleaſure, you have always diſcovered 

| amidſt 
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amidſt your moſt vicious indulgences, 
à great deal of that generoſity and good- 
neſs of heart, that does honour to the 
human nature; and, I know very well, | 
often fee] within yourſelves a rea] venera- 
tion for virtue, though you fo frequently 
violate her facred laws. — We often uſed, 
indeed, to attack the clergy of all deno- 
minations, and draw from their charac- 
ters a world of (I doubt wicked) enter- 
tainment; but we generally ſingled out 
ſuch as really deſerved our ſatyr. — The 
malicious bigot, — the ſly canting hypo- 
crite, — the drunkard, — the impure, — 
the niggardly oppreſſor, — wretches that 

wear the dreſs, and eat the bread of the 
church, while they are undermining the 
very foundations of her intereſt and ho- 
nour; — whoſe ſolemn pretences, are a 
mere burleſque upon religion and virtue, 
and who, by the virulent and contagious 
poiſon of their example, do infinitely more 
miſchief to ſociety than an equal number 
of the vileſt Libertines amongſt the laity. 
Though 
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Though when we ſeriouſly conſider this, 
and to what peculiarly deep and dreadful 
perdition, their ſo enormous guilt muſt 
expoſe them, we muſt acknowledge their 
characters afford us matter of the moſt 
ſerious grief and indignation, rather than 
ridicule. e 


Iou will plead, perhaps, in favour of 


your vices, that they are not fo great 


in reality as in appearance. — That 
much may be laid to the charge of the 
* vigour and gaiety of your animal ſpi- 
& rits, which in ſpite of the urgent ad- 


c monitions of better reaſon and con- 


5 ſcience, do in a manner irreſiſtibly im- 
** fpel you to offend.“ - But, my friends, 


after all the excuſes that can be made, 


your own hearts will tell you, that you 
are utterly inexcuſable, and that there is 
a REALITY in your crimes, ſhocking, 
not only to the more ſerious and virtuous 
part of mankind, but even to yourſelves 
very often in the hour of cool reflection. 


It 
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It muſt be allowed, indeed, that the cold 


pleas of reaſon, and even the warmer re- 
monſtrances of conſcience, too often 


prove ineffectual againſt the violence of 
depraved appetite, enflamed by the pro- 


ſpects of immediate gratification. — But 
why is it ſo? Has not infinite goodneſs 
put into your hands the proper means of 
enforcing thoſe pleas and remonſtrances, 
and of reftraining the vioience of corrup- 


ted nature, and promiſed his aſſiſtance _ 


and blefling in the diligent uſe of them? 
 — You muſt acknowledge he has; but 


at the ſame time acknowledge alfo, that ; 


inſtead of thus uſing thoſe means, you 
have wilfully neglected and abuſed them; 
and often made a ſerious regard to them 
the ſubject of your jeſt and ridicule. A 
circumſtance that muſt dreadfully aggra- 
vate your guilt. For, what is this, but 
to trifle with the eternal Gop, and wan- 

tonly repulfe the hand of his paternal 


grace, ſtretched out to fave you from the 


moſt borrid perdition ! Nor will the 


gaiety 
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gaiety and vigour of thoſe animal ſpirits 
that now give you ſo much pleaſure at 
the expence of your virtue, laſt for ever. 
Sickneſs may ſoon impair them, or the: 


cold hand of death ſtill ſooner utterly ex- 
tinguiſh them, and put an everlaſting end 
to all the hope of happineſs from them: 
but reaſon and conſcience are immortal 
principles, and thereiore, though never 
ſo ſtrongly reſiſted and borne down by 


the culpable violence of ſenſual appetite, 
er amuſed by the buſy ſcenes of falſe 


pieaſur2 now, they will certainly return 
upon you, in another world at leaſt, and 


that with irreſiſtible and moſt torment- 


ing power. — Death is the life of con- 


ſcience; and then, ſtripped of the body 


and all its ſenſations, you will be all 


all feeling, all horror ! 


Be entreated then, my friends, to think 
ſeriouſly of theſe things, before it be too 
late. Think of that “ temperance and 
c righteouſneſs” 


* 
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righteouſneſs” you have (departed from, 
and of that tremendous judgment which 
will ſo SURELY come. And if you feel 
your hearts {truck with the reflection, O 
do not, with the Roman libertine in the 
like caſe, put off your repentance to a 
more convenient ſeaſon, in future, tho? 
but to-morrow ; but hear now the voice 
of Gop, and live. The morrow may 
never come to you, or if it does, will 
find you the more hardened in ſin, and 
farther from repentance, * ſuch u 
ee Vow: 


You feem ſurpriſed, gentlemen, as if 
at a loſs to account for the ſtrange lan- 
guage and ſentiments with which I am 
addreſſing you. I will tell you ſincerely all 
that is material in mycaſe. Hear me with 
attention and candour, and when T have 
done, if you ſee any juſt cauſe to cenſure 
me, you have my full Icave” to at it in 
Four: own ways | 
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I was obliged, ſome time ago, to ſpend 
a few weeks at Lord D——'s, a gentle- 


man, you will all acknowledge, of great 


ſenfe and ſpirit; no dupe to credulity or 
ſuperſtition ; rationally, not fanatically 
good. — And no wonder ; for he reads, 
underſtands, and lives by the p1BLE. His 
reaſon is illuminated by the divine light 
that ſhines there; his heart feels the 


power of the ſacred and intereſting truths 
there recorded; and he as habitually 


under their influence, He has ſuch no- 
tions of the Supreme Being; of his great- 


neſs and majeity, as produce in his con- 


ſcience a fettled awe and reverence of his 
inviſible preſence. — Such ideas of his 
goodneſs, as warm his affections with 
the moſt lively gratitude, and infpire him 
with the moſt delightful and animating 
hopes of his eternal friendſhip. Hence 
a chearful, manly, unaffected, piety, 
benevolence, and every Chriſtian virtue, 
appear in his whole conduct, and throw 
2 kind of venerable and pleaſing glory a- 
8 2 5 | round 
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round him; ſuch as attracts univerſal 
eſteem, and renders him at once an or- 
nament and bleſſing to ſociety. I ever, 
even in my mad days, as I may juſtly call _ 
them, loved that man, and felt his cha- 
racter inſpire me with a reverence that 
gave me pleaſure; though otherwiſe I 
paid little regard to it, and never thought 
of ſetting it up for my example; as no- 
thing could well be farther from the taſte 
and principles that then governed me. 


J had not been here more than three 
days, before I found the ſober pleaſures I 
purſued with his lordſhip, which his 
livelineſs rendered peculiarly agreeable, 
ſtrongly diſpoſe me to reflection. Rea- 
ſon and conſcience, which my inceſſant 
attention to my wild delights would ne- 
ver ſuffer me to hear, ſeemed now under 
the influence of ſome ſuperior power; and 
in a manner compelled me to conſider 
and look back upon myſelf, My firſt re- 
flections, indeed, were not a little diſtreſ- 

| Ni ſings 


LEFT 

ſing, as they were pretty much ex- 
erciſed upon my many violations of the 
divine laws. I could approve neither my 
conduct nor my motives; I could not 
even excuſe them; but was obliged to 
paſs ſentence upon myſelf, as a notorious 
offender againſt the authority of reaſon; 
of conſcience, and of Gor. The cha- 
racter of this truly great man was conti- 
nually before me, and made me ſee my 
own, in a light, which however diſagree- 
able, reaſon compelled me to allow was juſt. 


Theſe uneaſineſſes, you may be ſure, 
I endeavoured to get rid of; and, I fear, 
ſhould have done it the ſhorteſt way, 
(viz.) by plunging at once into my for- 
mer follies and vices; but I had here no 
opportunity. I had, indeed, a variety 
of amuſements, but they were ſuch as 
did not lead me out of myſelf, diſſipate 
thought, and drown reflection, intirely. 
1 was diſpoſed therefore ſtill to conſider ; 
and this diſpoſition was greatly promo- 

| ted, 
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ted, by our conſtant attendance on the 
public worſhip of Gop every Sunday. 
The miniſter of the pariſh, was a ſerious, 
ſenſible, good man; no enthuſiaſt; yet 
he appeared to have felt the power of di- 
vine truth, and therefore ſpoke as one 
earneſtly concerned to have his hearers | | 
feel it alſo. His manner was natural and. 
unaffected ; his reaſoning juſt and ſtrong ; 
and the whole of his preaching extream- 
ly well adapted to promote the intereſt of 
religion and virtue; and his converſation, 
| ſuch as became the dignity of his profeſ- 
ſion as a miniſter of Gop.. 


He one day in particular inſiſted on 
that clauſe in the apoſtle's ſermon to the | 
Athenians — “ but now he conmanſleth : 


all men every. where to repent.” He 
explains the nature of repentance, and. 
demonſtrated the neceſſity of it, from the. 
genius of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, as 
opening to our view, the moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing goodneſs and mercy, of Gop on the 
„ one 
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one hand, and his moſt awful purity and 
juſtice on the other; as they appear in 
the humiliation, ſufferings, and death of 
his Son for our fins, and the appointment 
of all mankind to a ſtate of inconceivable 
happineſs or miſery in another world. 
Theſe intereſting points, on which the 
apoftle's argument turns, he ſet in ſo 
ſtrong and clear a light, and preſſed with 
| ſuch earneſtnefs and vigour upon the con- 
ſcience, that I felt the conviction at my 
very heart; and could not but acknow] ed ge 
a power more than that of man accom- 
panied what I heard. My fins were ſet 
in order before my eyes; and with the 
moſt ferious remorſe and overwhelming 
ſhame, I ſilently acknowledged, to my 
offended Gop, my aggravated guilt, and 
the righteouſneſs of that indignation at 
which my ſoul trembled. And yet from 
the glorious views the diſcourſe led me 
into of the greatneſs of the divine mercy, 
and the infinite fulneſs of that atonement. 
for ſn, which the Redeemer has made by 
"ns 


Reticious and Mok AT. 199 


the ſacrifice of himſelf; I could not but 
entertain ſome very ſenſible and encou- 
raging hopes : and particularly from the 
obſervations the preacher made upon the 
apoſtle's repreſentation of the divine con- 
deſcenſion in his epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
ans; where he ſays, — That Gop is 
„ in CRRIST, reconciling the world to 
& himſelf, and now even beſeeches his 
<« ouilty creatures to be reconciled to 
<« him.” — To think of ſuch a Being fo 
offended BESEECHING his guilty crea- 
tures to be reconciled, and, to enforce his 
plea, pointing to his dearly beloved Son, 
ſuffering and dying upon a croſs for them, 
— Tuasef amazing, awful, encouraging is 
this]! What reaſon to fear ſuch a Gop! 
What reaſon to hope in ſuch mercy ! 


| My mind thus filled with a thouſand 
thoughts of myſeif, of Gop, of another 
world, quite new to me, I went home 
with his lordſhip, remarking upon what 
we had heard; for indeed it was almoſt 


impoſſible to do otherwiſe ; and took the 
N 4 firſt 
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firſt opportunity of retiring to my apart- 
ment, in order to conſider theſe things 
more particularly. I did conſider, and 
finding a BIBLE in the cloſet adjoining, 
J looked attentively over the ſeveral paſ- 
ſages I could recollect from the diſcourſe, 
and ſome others of the ſame tendency; 
all which ſerved to deepen my ſenſe of 
the excellency and importance of the 
truths I had received; and, though I 
had been long a ſad ſtranger to prayer, 
could not help putting up ſome earneſt 
petitions to the univerſal parent, to di- 
rect my enquiries, ſtrengthen my reſolu- 
tions, and diſpoſe my mind to embrace 
and obey all his will. I again returned 
to my reflections with renewed concern, 
and was even aſtoniſhed to think, that J 
could call myſelf a rational and immortal 
Being; a-kin to the moſt high and glori- 
ous fountain of all exiſtence; and yet 
live continually in the groſſeſt inattention 
to my own dignity, and act a part, in 
many inſtances, worſe than brutiſh ; that 
I could even believe a: future ſtate of re- 
| tributton,, 
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tribution, know myſelf a guilty creature, 
and yet be ſo ſtupid, as to ſpend whole 
years of an uncertain life, the only ſpace 
given me for repentance and ſalvation, 
not merely in amuſements and follies in- 
anitely below my nature, but what is ſtil 
worſe, in offending by flagrant vices. the: 
greateſt and beſt of Beings ; and thereby: 
expoſing myſelf to the tremendous effects. 
of his juſt diſpleaſure. — The conſciouſ- 
neſs of ſuch notorious abuſe of my intel 
lectual powers, and the infinite goodneſs: 
of GoD manifeited in ſuch a way as that 
deſcribed: in the BIBLE, filled my mind: 
with diſtreſſing ſhame, remorſe and fear; 
under the preſſure of which I could find 
no effectual relief or conſolation, but in- 
the very mercy I had ſo repeatedly and 
baſely forfeited; and this only as it ap- 
peared through that divinely appointed 
medium, the ſacrifice: and interceſſion of 
the bleſſed Redeemer. — HERE I could: 
perceive a juſt and rational foundation 


for com fort, and ONLY here; becauſe 
here; 


r 
here oN LV I could ſee the awful majeſty 
of the divine government maintained in 
its full glory, while the guilty penitent 
was forgiven, and admitted to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of eternal life. HERE therefore I 
was reſolved to fix the anchor of my im- 
mortal hope; and HERE I firſt taſted the 
divine bleſſing of peace with God. 


Nor was any part of this, I afſure you, 
the effect of ſpleen or vapours, or me- 
lancholic fancy ; for I never enjoyed bet- 
ter health, or the freer exerciſe of my 
natural ſpirits, than at this time. But I 
found, that the truths which now took. 
poſſeſſion of my mind, exactly anſwered to 
its moral feelings; and that they were 
ſupported by the higheſt and moſt indiſ- 
putable authorities in the world, even 
the plain declarations of the BIBLE, and 
my own conſcience. Hence I was, in- 
deed, greatly affected, but it was no 
more than what naturally aroſe from the 
occaſion. T felt no unaccountably vio- 
lent agitations or diſturbances of my paſ- 

_ tions, 
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ſions, though all ſurpriſingly awakened 
into a kind of new life. — All was regu- 
lar, ſerenely awful, and ſerious; ſuch: 
as became the dignity and importance of 
the affair; the turning of a finful crea- 
ture to his Gop; the exertion of the di- 
vine power in the ſalvation of an immor- 
tal. My orief and fear, on the account 
of my aggravated guilt, was very great; 
yet ſuch as my enlightened and cooleſt 
reaſon approved and pronounced juſt, I 
had encouraging hopes, in the views of 
the divine mercy ; but they were ſuch as 
my judgment, as well as my affections, 
could rejoice in. My knowledge was 
now greatly enlarged, and what I knew, 
made far deeper impreſſions upon my 
heart; though, as to the main principles 
of it, much the fame as what I, and in- 
deed you, my friends, have many a time 
confeſſed, — viz. — That there is a 
ob the moral governor of the world, 
« — that we are guilty creatures, and 
« as ſuch expoſed to his diſpleaſure — 

that 


r EN 

that there is a future ſtate of retribu- 
<« tion, — that we mult repent in order 
deine be happy.” — Theſe are laws, of 
religion and virtue, that he has written. 
in our very hearts. And to theſe I may 
add many others, which we find written. 
in our BIBLEs, equally clear and ra- 
tional, and of the higheſt importance to. 
our happineſs ; the ſacred authority of. 
which we cannot but believe, and ſome- 
times even feel too, in ſpite of all. our 
gaiety and inattention. The difference 
is, J fee theſe things now, particularly 
my guilt and pollution, and the divine 
juſtice and mercy, in an almoſt infinitely 
ſtronger, and more affecting light; I be- 
lieve them, becauſe they have got hold. 
of my conſcience as well as my reaſon, 
and live there, I truſt, in their governing 
power and influence, — And there may 
they ever live! 


Theſe ſentiments naturally led me in- 
to a manner of behaviour, correſpondent. 
| | to 
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ro them. — I was chearful, — I had rea- 
ſon to be ſo; and indeed infinitely more 
reaſon now than ever. — For, though I 
could not but reflect upon my paſt life, 
with painful concern, and felt many an 
alarming apprehenſion about my condi- 
tion, at times; yet the aſſured belief I 
had of the goodneſs of that Being J had 
offended, and the ample proviſion made 
for the ſalvation of ſinful creatures in the 
goſpel, diffuſed ſuch pleaſing hope and 
conſolation through my heart continual- 
ly, as I had never known before. And 
the more I read, and conſidered, the BI- 
BLE account of the great Redeemer, and 
the glorious aſſurances he has given of 
the divine mercy, the more that hope 
and conſolation abounded. I could now 
enter into the ſpirit of many of thoſe paſ- 
{ages in the ſacred books relative to his 
perſon and character, with which I was 
intirely unacquainted before, and ſaw in- 
numerable entertaining beauties in them. 
The name of JEesvs, lightly as T once 
thought 
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thought of it, was now celeſtial muſic te 
my ear, and joy unſpeakable to my heart! 
I could feel thoſe ſtrong lines of Dr. 
Vous addreſſed to him. * Mat 


— — Thon, my all! 

-66 My theme! my inſpiration! and my crown? 

« My ſoul's ambition! pleaſure, n my 
world! 

% My dun in darkneſs! and my lte! in death? 

My boaſt thro time! blif> thro? eternity 

Eternity too ſhort to pon thy praiſe! 


$72 : 
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Excuſe my warmth, gentlemen, it is 
impoſſible to ſee things in the light I 
now do — to ſee the San of Gop even 
dying, in peculiar miſery, upon a croſs, to 
fave me from the tremendous conſequen- 
ces of my ſins, and open the way of eter- 
nal life to my otherwiſe periſhing ſoul, 

without ſuch ſenſations of eſteem and 
gratitude, and ſuch endeayours to expreſs 
them, as mult appear ſomewhat extra- 
| ordinary 
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ordinary to thoſe who have not the ſame. 


hos e en} a 


In cheſs late bee how⸗ 


ever, I could not but appear , more ſeri- 


ous and thoughtful than uſual, to the 
very great and agreeable ſurpriſe of my 
truly honourable friend. For, though 


he expected from my liberal education 


and pretenſions to the character of a 
gentleman, that I ſhould behave with 
ſome decorum in his houſe; yet he did 


not expect to find that decorum carried 


ſo far, and ſit ſo eaſy and natural upon 
me; much leſs that I ſhould, as I often 
did, enter into his ſentiments and man- 
ner of life, with a warmth of heart that 
ſhewed it was not the effect of mere 
complaiſance, but of ſome better prin- 
ciple. 


And now, my dear friends, I appeal 


to your own hearts, whether there is any 


thing in all this, that can juſtly expoſe 


me 
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me to your ſerious cenſure, or your ridi- 
:cule ? Whether the ſentiments I have 
adopted, and the way of life I am in, 
and reſolve (by the divine aſſiſtance) to 
continue in to the end, be not much 
more becoming the rank we hold in the 
ſyſtem of exiſtence ; our near relation to 
the DEITY, and our intereſt in another 
world; than the ſentiments and conduct 
I before embraced and followed with 
you? If any one of you will attempt 
to demonſtrate to me, that I am wrong; 
or under any fanatical, pitiable, ridicu- 
lous influence; I promiſe you I will hear 
him with candour, cooly conſider what 
he ſays, and follow conviction; — or if 
| you can ſhew me, that my former life of 
| excels, and riot, and ſenſual indulgence, 
1 is more becoming my rational nature, 
more conſiſtent with the hope of an hap- 
py immortality, or more conducive to 


. my real, felicity upon the whole, as a ra- 
| tional and immortal Being; I will this 
L moment return to it, and beg the fa- 
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You are all filent - Yes, your own. 
hearts tell you I am right, and that I am EE . 
reſtored to my reaſon, to myſelf, to m 
true intereſt and happineſs. No longer = 
.A, miſerable ſlave to fooliſh impetuous vi- 
cious paſſions, but in poſſeflion of my 
nobler powers, animated with the ſolid 
and moſt delightful hope of eternal life : 4 
and glory, in the preſence and friendſhip 8 
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of the greateſt and beſt of Beings. I am a 
now, I truſt, a Chriſtian indeed, and re-. 
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joice in that character as my higheſt ho- 
nour; my conſtant wiſh and care is to 
act worthy of it; and tho ſtill expoſed 
to many temptations and dangers, my 
dependence for victory over them all is in 
His power and mercy, who glories in be- 
ing the Sa vioun of men, In a word, I 
conſider myſelf now as * redeemed unto 
<< Gor by the blood of his Son, and 
therefore under every ob] igation of grati- 

1 N — 


11 . Oy 8 - : G 
3 1 5 Ne AIM F T 
. 2 wy. e * - RB <a © IS 3 Ng en oma LANES 8 5 
e 2 $4 vn, WE a MO ON r RS 9 2 
8 3 2 1 tat] 2 y 

KC 12 K-13 l & * ICTs. by 39 N 1 {ONE 9 e 

ee ER ee ne, . g G 


A: 2. 

E 2 

* 
3 

5 

3 


r 


208 LE T-T-ERS 
me to your ſerious cenſure, or your ridi- 
-cule ? Whether the ſentiments I have 
adopted, and the way of life I am in, 
and reſolve (by the divine aſſiſtance) to 
continue -in to the end, be not much 
more becoming the rank we hold in the 
ſyſtem of exiſtence ; our near relation to 
the DEITY, and our intereſt in another 
world; than the ſentiments and conduct 
J before embraced and followed with 
you? If any one of you will attempt 
to demonſtrate. to me, that I am wrong 
or under any fanatical, pitiable, ridicu- 
lous influence; I promiſe you I will hear 
him with candour, cooly confider what 
he ſays, and follow conviction j — or if 
you can ſhew me, that my former life of 
exceſs, and riot, and ſenſual indulgence, 
is more becoming my rational nature, 
more conſiſtent with the hope of 2n hap- | 
py immortality, or more conducive to 
tay real. felicity upon the whole, as a ra- 
tional and immortal Being; I will. this 
moment return to it, and beg the fa- 
© your 
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Lou are all filent— Yes, your own 
hearts tell you I am right, and that I am 
reſtored to my reaſon, to myſelf, to my 
true intereſt and happineſs. No longer 
.A miſerable ſlave to fooliſh impetuous vi- 
cious paſſions, but in poſſeſſion of my 
nobler powers, animated with the ſolid 
.and moſt delightful hope of eternal life 
and glory, in the preſence and friendſhip 
of the greateſt and beſt of Beings. I am 
now, I truſt, a Chriſtian indeed, and re- 
Joice in that character as my higheſt ho- 
nour; my conſtant wiſh and care is to 
act worthy of it; and tho' ſtill expoſed 
to many temptations and dangers, my 
dependence for victory over them all is in 
HIS power and mercy, who glories in be- 
ing the SAVIOUR of men. In a word, I 
conſider myſelf now as © redeemed unto | 
«© Gop by the blood of his Son,” and 
therefore under every obligation of grati- 
() | tude 
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tude and intereſt to devote myſelf to his 
will, and govern myſelf by the rules and 
directions he has given me; imitating 
his moral perfections, doing juitice, loving 
mercy, diffuſing happineſs every where, 
within my little ſphere of influence. 


And here, my friends, ſuffer me to 
expoſtulate with you a few minutes, now 
while your paſſions are cool, and reaſon 
and conſcience have room to exert their 
power and authority. — Remember you 
are MEN, not brutes, nor devils; not ut- 
terly incapable of the knowledge of your 
Maker, or the enjoyment of his friend- 


„ ſhip as th%%; nor ſhut up in everlaſt- 


ing deſpair as theſe. This is at once, 
your glory, and your mercy ; — think 


5 then as men; act as ſuch, 2. e. act up to 


the dignity of your rational and immor- 
tal nature and hopes. — The pleaſures 
you find, or rather think you find, in 
the wicked gratification of your head- 
ſtrong paſſions, what are they? Mean, 
5 groveling, 
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groveling, pernicious, — at beſt but mere 


ſhadows; imaginary, momentary uncer- 


tainties, that can only amuſe for the 
preſent, but not bear the leaſt ſober re- 
flection without pain; and muſt ſoon 
leave you, with a weight of miſery upon 
your hearts beyond the power of mortal 
language to deſcribe; — leave you, in 


full poſſeſſion of your vicious appetites, 


without any thing to gratify them; in 


poſſeſſion of your reaſon and conſcience, 


without any thing to comfort them ; or 


abate the anguiſh of refleEtions every mo- 


ment ariſing in them. 


You profeſs to believe the truth of the 
evangelical hiſtory ; but can you believe 
that the Son of Gop, the Lorp of glo- 
ry, made his appearance in our world, 
taught ſuch divine doctrines, ſet ſuch an 
illuſtrious example of piety and virtue, 
and at laſt died in circumſtances ſo pecu- 
liarly painful for no higher end, than 
to enable you to ſpend all the time of a 

| O 2 ſhort, 
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ſhort, forfeited, uncertain life, in an i- 
ceſſant purſuit of vice and wickedneſs, 
or even in perpetual amuſement and diſ- 


ſipation? Surely you cannot! What then 
muſt you think of a practice ſo incon- 


ſiſtent with your belief, as yours at pre- 
ſent avowedly is? The “ devils believe 
„ and tremble;“ you believe and trem- 


ble not, though, while in your ſins, you 
are under the ſame dreadful condemna- 


tion with them. 


I know indeed, by myſelf, how averſe 
you are to thoughts and reaſonings of this 
nature, and how light you will probably 
make of them; but let me again appeal 
to. your own hearts, are not theſe things 
ſo ? Is: there not a juſt Gord who will 
puniſh the inpenitent violators of his laws, 
and abuſers of his long-ſuffering mercy ? 
And is it not utterly impoffible to fall 


Into his hands as ſuch, without being 


miſerable, paſt utterance, paſt concep- 
tion? Is not the happineſs which he has 
connected 
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connected with virtue, the moſt perfect, 
abundant, durable ? — Can there be any 
doubt of his forgiving the Penitent be- 
lievers in his word, though guilty as the 
worſt of you are, ſince he has given his 
Son to be a propitiation for their ſins ?. 
There can be none — Life and death 
eternal, therefore, you ſee are in fact 
{et before you by the great author of your 
Being; he invites you to the one, and 
warns you of the other, by a thouſand 
moſt affecting motives preſſed upon your 
attention, with all the authority and ten- 
. derneſs of a FATHER. — This you know 
is a juſt repreſentation of things. — Can 
| you then heſitate one moment what you 
thall do? — Is there any room for a com- 
_ petition between the demands and en- 
treaties of the ETERNAL God, and the 
idle ſolicitations of a vicious nature ? 
Are the falſe pleaſures ariſing ſrom an 
intemperate indulgence of mere animal 
appetite, or the wanton intrigues or pro- 
lane ſallies of depraved wit, to be named 
93 with 
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with the real joys of pure religion and 
virtue, the friendſhip of CHRIST, and 
the conſciouſneſs of the divine approba- 
tion through him? You will not ſeriouſ- 
ly pretend to anſwer in the affirmative. 
What madneſs then to act as if you 
could! — Look upon the Son of Gop, 
becoming the Son of man in our world: 
conſider his character as it is drawn by 
the ſacred hiſtorians; how great, wor- 
thy, amiable ! How pleaſing to his hea- 
venly Father ! How glorious to our na- 
ture! — And conſider your own, how 
1 every way the reverſe! He is now, as the 
| | reward of his piety and obedience, and 
love to us, exalted to the poſſeſſion of the 
higheſt honours and delights ; and com- 
paſſionately entreats you, even you, by 
li all the unparallelled ſorrows, and bene- 
volent deſigns of his death, to tread in 
the ſame paths of righteouſneſs, and ſhare 
- with him in the ſame kind of felicity and 
1 glory! And can you reſiſt ſuch aſtoniſh- 
'8 ing, condeſcending, goodneſs as this! I 
would: 


would fain hope you cannot — And yet 
I fear, for you ſeem even now as if you 
would object and ſay — © All this may 


e be very true and juſt ; but much too 
c refined and abſtracted to engage our 


attention. We are for preſent enjoy- 
„ ments, and ſuch as we can ſee, feel, 
4 and uncerſtand, almoſt without the 
cc trouble of thinking.” — But, my dear 
friends, is this the voice of reaſon ? — 
Have you no other feelings but theſe ſu- 
perficial ones ? — Can you always ſhut 
out reflection, and avoid the force of ſe- 


rious truth?! — Do' not you find ſome- 


thing in you, that lies deeper than your 
bodily ſenſes, or thoſe of mere imagina- 
tion? — Something that perceives with 
peculiar apprehenſion and ſenſibility, the 
difference between virtue and vice, reli- 


gion and impiety, and the reſpective hap - 


pineſs and miſery connected with them; 


and that frequently leads you, even in 


ſpite of yourſelves, into the more ab- 
ſtrated nature of things, your relation 


O 4. to 
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to the great Gop and the eternal world ;- 


and aſſures you of their reality? And do 
not theſe ſenſations really coincide with 
reaſon, and the evident conſtitution and 
order of nature? Do they not tend to 
make you wiſe, and good, and happy, 
your own reaſon being judge? Or, do 
you renounce all pretenſions to rationa- 
lity and moral feeling, and rank your- 
ſelves with the beaſt of the field? If you- 
did, what would it avail you, unleſs by 
that means, you could indeed alter the 
nature of things, and could even die as 


well as live like them? — But I am ſure, 


whatever contrary appearances your Prac-- 
tice may have, your ſentiments are not 
thus low and groveling. You acknow- 
ledge yourſelves rational and immortal, 
and that you are now living for an eter- 
nity of happineſs or miſery ; only act up 
to theſe acknowledgments, my friends; 
hear with reverence the pleadings of con- 
ſcience, they are no leſs than the voice 
ef Gop within you; hear his holy 

| word 
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word which ſpeaks the ſame language, 
though far more explicitely and forceably. 
— No longer amuſe and deceive your- 
ſelves with the glare of falſe happineſs. 
and glory, by obeying the dictates of cor- 
rupted nature; but follow the light of 
ſacred truth, ſhining upon: your under 
ſtandings, and in that rational way ſeek for 
that happineſs and glory, prepared by in- 
finite wiſdom and goodneſs, and aſſuredly 
promiſed to all who ſincerely ſeek it. — 
Retire, I entreat you, a few moments. 
into yourſelves, conſider what you now 
really are, and what, e'er long, you muſt 
really be. — Tho' ſinners againſt Gop; 
think what powers and aſſiſtances he has 
eraciouſly given you towards your reco- 
very; — how ſeriouſly awful that Jus 
ick, which you ſo greatly provoke by 
your libertine courſe of life; how adora- 
ble that MERCY that perſuades you to re- 
pent and be reconciled to the Father of 
your ſpirits | And believe me, there is no 
medium here, but you * MusT, either 
„ obey 
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< obey the voice of his mercy, or pe- 
6 riſh !” Not loſe your exiſtence, but, 
what is infinitely worſe, all the comforts 
of it for ever | | 


1 ſee gentlemen, you are ſurpriſed at 
my diſcourſe; J am fo at your patience 
and attention in hearing me— Iwill urge 


| you no longer; you may, perhaps, ſeri- 


ouſly reflect upon what I have ſaid, I moſt 
fervently with you may; — but if other- 
wiſe, and you are determined to raiſe the 
laugh upon me, do ſo, I am prepared to 
bear it ; however, let me beſeech you to 
remember, that CONSCIENCE, not RIDI- 
CULE, is the proper teſt of truth in caſes 
of this important nature; to your con- 


ſciences therefore I appeal, and there 


leave my appeal, until we all appear, as 
we certainly muſt, before his tribunal, 
who ſhall judge the quick and the dead ; 
where the juſt ſentence of conſcience will 
be confirmed with the moſt ſacred ſolem- 
nity; and all the moſt confident and 

daring 
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daring ridicule be ſtruck dumb with ever- 
laſting confuſion and deſpair. O hear 
then Now the voice of conſcience | — 
Hear that of CHRIST That you may 
indeed find mercy in that GREAT DE- 
cisive Day! 
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To Mr. * * * * * With a Conſola- 
tory Letter to SOPHRON and SoPHRO- 


NISSA, on the Death of their only 
Child. 


E late caſe of two worthy friends, 
for whom I have a particular eſ- 


teem, is ſo very much like that of your 


good brother and ſiſter, my dear fir, that 
I cannot help ſending you a ſhort account 


of it, with what I wrote to thoſe friends 
upon the melancholy occaſion; which, 


if you think it proper, and likely to an- 
ſwer any valuable end, you may tranſmit 
to your mourning relations. They are 


yet but young in the ſchool of affliction; 


I ſhould rejoice to be any way aſſiſtant to 
their improvement and comfort, but have 


not intimacy enough to juſtify the free- 
dom of writing directly to them. 


SOPHRON 
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SOPHRON and SOPHRONISSA, for ſo 1 
ſhall call the worthy friends above-men- 


tioned, were both of them of ſome con- 


ſiderable family and fortune; but, what 
is infinitely more to their honour, they 


were pious, juſt, benevolent; and in 


conſequence enjoyed the peculiar affec- 
tions of the good, the eſteem of their 


numerous acquaintance, and the daily 


prayers and bleſſings of the poor, whoſe 
miſeries they not only very ſenſibly felt, 
but as readily endeavoured to remove. 


Their conjugal union, was founded 


in a warm, yet rational, affection to each 


other, and that divine love which is pe- 
culiar to ſincere Chriſtians. Their do- 
meſtic happineſs, therefore, was as com- 
plete as the preſent ſtate of human na- 
ture could well admit of; and this, af- 
ter ſome years, crowned with the birth 
of a ſon. | 


In the firſt openings of the parental 
; affections 


—— — — — 
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mortal felicity ! "Theſe bright, theſe plea- 
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affections there is a very ſenſible pleaſure, 
— Hence, as theſe valuable friends have 
often confeſſed, a thouſand new and en- 
tertaining thoughts preſſed in upon their 


minds, on this occaſion. — A wide and 


extenſive proſpect of various delights, 
unallayed with experienced diſappoint- 


ments, preſented itſelf to their view. 


Year behind year ſeemed to riſe in a long 
ſucceſſion of growing joys, not a little 
magnified, perhaps, by the powers of 
imagination. By imperceptible degrees, 
that exceſs of affection which we call 
FONDNESs, ſtole upon them; and they 
could ſcarcely ſee, at leaſt were unwil- 
ling to ſee, any thing before them, but 
the happy accompliſhment of all their 
wiſhes as to the enjoyments of this world, 
And thus the pleaſing ſcene continued 
for near four years, ſtill improving upon 
them, and flattering their hopes. 


But alas! What a vain ſhew is all 


ſing 
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ſing expectations, in an unlooked for 
hour, are all clouded over, ſunk and 
loſt, in the diſtreſſing gloom of deep un- 
ſearchable providence ! A violent difor- 
der, on a ſudden, ſeizes the child; and 
before they could well recolle& them- 
ſelves, and prepare for the trial, DEATH 
lays his cold hand upon it; the vital 
current ſtops ; the eyes fink in darkneſs: 
it moves, it breaths no more ! — Me- 
thinks I ſee them now | — At firſt they 
ſtand aſtoniſhed, and ſpeechleſs; ſcarcely 
able to believe, though they fee it with 
their own eyes, that their juſt now liv- 
ing, lovely, and beloved ſon is become, 
indeed, a mere lifeleſs carcaſe ! — The 
object of their deareſt earthly delight, a 
ſpectacle of terror | — At length tears 
force their way, and they pour forth their 
unavailing ſorrows, with the utmoſt vio- 
lence. And it muſt be acknowledged 
here was great reaſon for diſtreſs. A life 
ſo long expected, ſo lately given, ſo great- 
ly enjoyed, taken ſo ſuddenly away] No 

| : heart 
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heart not loſt to all the feelings of huma- 
nity, but muſt, in ſuch circumſtances, 
be affected. They were, perhaps, too 
much ſo. It is hard, ſometimes, to keep 
theſe better ſort of affections within due 
bounds. We, who were preſent, endea- 
vour to adminiſter ſome conſolation ; but 
alas ! in this ſudden tumult of grief, we 
were ſoon ſtruck ſpeechleſs, and could 
only mourn with them. — They them- 
ſelves try, by ſome word, ſome look of 
: fortitude and comfort, to leſſen each 
others diſtreſs, but all in vain; theſe very 
endeavours do but renew and encreaſe 
it. I thought it beſt to leave them for 
the preſent, and therefore went home, 
And wrote the letter I here encloſe to 
you, which, after the firſt impetuoſity of 
their grief was over, and I could hope 
to engage their attention, I took care to 
ſend them; and I truſt not without ſome 
good effect. | 


2 am, &c. 


1 
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LETTEN W. 
To Mr. and Mrs. #** # # #, 
On the Death of their only Child. 


OU have, my dear and honoured 
Y friends, long ago learnt, in theo- 
ry at leaſt, how little the enjoyments of 
time are to be depended upon ; how they 
flatter our hopes in their approach, and 
diſappoint them when they arrive; eicher 
from the weakneſs of their nature, or the 
ſhortneſs of their duration. — In conſe- 
quence of this knowledge, you have 
again and again reſolved not to ſet your 
hearts too confidently upon any merely 


temporal good, but to treat every thing 


below the ſkies with a becoming indiffe- 


rence ; and devote your beſt and warmeſt 
affections to the ſupreme excellence, the 


never-failing ſource of all felicity ; and 
this from full conviction, that this go- 
wernment of yourſelves was highly neceſ- 
: p. : os 


addr 


e Es TOS IR 


— — 
2 =. wa rhe Rs. ve oertory xs . 


—ññ—ñ—ñ— — — te re apr an 


— n . EE Ee Cn ER 
a cy” 
: 


3 ͤ at, En 
l 4 — * 
* 
* ; 4 4 3 

K * 
4 * 

1 E 
ot tr Tg) N : 


i 
» 
7 * 9 


246 LETTERS 


fary to your preſent comfort, as well as 


future happineſs. 


Now the divine proyidence calls upon 


you to reduce theſe juſt ſentiments into 
practice, and to act, as well as think, 
thus rightly. Now is the time to prove 
the ſtrength of your principles, and how 
far you have realized the promiſes you 
have profeſſed to believe; and to correct 
and improve your faith and experience, 
by a renewed application to the ſa- 


cred writings, where you will find a 
rich treaſure of truly divine doc- 
trines, promiſes, examples, that tend to 
inſpire you with ſentiments and hopes, 
as high as heaven, as boundleſs as infini- 
tude, and as laſting as the ages of eter- 
nity! 5 


From my own repeated experience I 
can, and do, ſincerely ſympathize with 
you, in this trying providence. Friend- 
Mip enlivens every reflection on your diſ- 

treſs, 
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*treſs, and ſinks it ſtill deeper into the 
heart. This leads me with earneſt ſup- 
-plications to the throne of grace for you; 
prompts me to exhort you to hope ſtill 
in God, and the gracious promiſes of 
is word. And is this all, perhaps you 
will ſay, that your friendſhip can do for 
us in this great trial? This is very little 
indeed! True; but this little may poſſi- 
bly be the means of leading you to the 
'Gop of all conſolation, to take a nearer 
and more attentive view of his goodneſs 
and mercy, and to truſt more intirely 
there for your happineſs. If ſo, it will 
ſerve at leaſt to leſſen the violence of your 
forrow. 8 


RELIOION, the religion of CHRIST, 
which you profeſs, never appears more 


illuſtrious, more lovely, than when viewed 
from under the cloud of affliction. Me- 
thinks I fee her now, (it is no hard or 
-unnatural figure) approaching You with 
that encouraging ſweetneſs, that amiable 
7 P 2 diving 
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di winity of manner, peculiar to heck 5 
and hear her addreſſing you in ſome ſuch. 
language as this. „„ 


« Conſider, my friends, there is a di- 
vine hand in this ſtroke; the hand of 


a Gop of infinite wiſdom and good- 


neſs, who does every thing right and. 
well, not only in reſpect of his own. 
deſigns, but the happineſs of all that. 
cordially ſubmit to his government, 
His faithful word declares, and de- 
clares it for the hour of adverſity — 
All things ſhall work together for 
good, to them that love Gop,” as 
you cannot but be conſcious to your- 


ſelves you do.” 


ks Conſider aiſo, that the little grow-. 
ing delight you have loſt, might, in 
time, have taken too faſt hold of your 
affections, and drawn them in ſome 
culpable degree from the ſupreme 
good; have rendered you leſs mindful 
0 
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'of his friendſhip, and cooled your de- 
fires to that loving-kindneſs which 


is better than life,” with all its moſt 


important and pleaſing enjoyments. 
This meaſure, therefore, in the con- 


duct of providence, might, perhaps, 


be neceſſary to preſerve you from a 


diſpoſition ſo wrong in itfelf, and fo 
hurtful in its conſequences. Beſides, 
the ſad experience of many mournful 


parents teaches you to believe it poſſi- 


ble, at leaſt, that had this child been 
ſpared, it mi ight many ways have diſap- 


pointed your moſt promiſing hopes, and 


proved the ſource of a thouſand heart- 
rending ſorrows, far more painful than 
what you now feel. And it is but 
looking upwards to the heavenly 
world, and a glorious ſcene of divine 
inſtruction and comfort opens to your 
view, — Divine * faith will ſhew you. 

'F' 3. = 


T1 conclude this, becauſe we read, « that | 


« Gop OOO) in merey — That the blood 


ic of 
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& the unembodied ſpirit of your ſon, de- 
& Iivered from all fin and ſorrow, waſh- 
% ed in the blood of the lamb; in full 
5 poſſeſſion of all its intellectual powers; 
«© employed inceſſantly in the contem- 
5 plation and praiſes of redeeming grace; 

cc and ever enjoying the light of that 
<«& countenance which diffuſes joy unut- 

„ terable through all the wide regions of 
* immortality And in ſuch a'view of 
6 things would you, can you wiſh it 
& back again to your weak unſatisfying 
*. embraces It might give you ſome 
„ pleaſure; but is it not a far greater 
c to ſee it with your FATHER, and your 
„God, in that world of glory where 
% you hope yourſelves. to dwell for 


„ ever? 


“ Complain. 


« of CnRISN＋T cleanſeth from all fin — That 
„out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings 
* God perfects his praiſe — And that of ſuch 
« is the kingdom of heaven,” 


—— ————>— JW 


| 
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.** Complain then no more dry up your 
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<* -unavailing tears; realize the diſcove- 


9 
as 
4s 


40 


cc 


. 6 Nature, edn muſt. feel on ſuch. 


eke 


46 


&C 
- ai 


40 


40 


£6 


cc 


ries of faith; juſtify the wiſdom, and 
adore the grace that now certainly at- 
tends, and will one day ſhine, in this 
providence, dark as it may now ap-- 


pear,” 


occaſions ; it is reaſonable ; it is pious: 


but immoderate grief, is neither good 


in itſelf, nor can be the means of any 
good to you. Affliction is one con- 
ſiderable part of the diſcipline your 
preſent ſtate requires. Of what kind, 


and in what meaſure, it ſhould be ad- 
44 


miniſtered, it is certainly beft to d leavs 
intirely with Gop.” 


<. Your caſe is not ſingular. Miſery 


As 


- 66 


_ *® Lacryme nobis deerant, antequam cauſe - 
delendi, | SENECA, 


preſſes on mankind, on every hand; 
none are free. The philoſopher * long 
1 "+ 667 20S 
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40 


ago remarked with juſtice, — © That 
men would ſooner want tears to ſhed, 
than occaſions to ſhed them.” And a 


greater than he * has told you, „that 


man, born of a woman, is of few 
days, and full of trouble; he cometh 
up, and is cut An like a flower.“ — 
To day, in all the vigour of life and 
bloom of proſperity ; a wretch wither⸗ 
ed with the deſolating blaſt of adver- 

fity to-morrow l | 


© Remember, you have {ill a thou- 
ſand enjoyments in poſſeſton, and in- 
finitely more in hope, all equally for- 
feited with this: and remember too, 
that he who has thus taken YouR ſon 


from you, has given you his own j — 


given him to grieve, that you might 
rejoice ; to die, that you might live ; 
you and your child for ever. Be 
ſtill then, and know that he his Gop;“ 
a GoD gracious and merciful ; nor the 
| | +66-teſs 


Job 
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leſs fo for this rebuke, ſevere as it may 


«ce. 


now ſeem.” 


Let not your thoughts ponder too 
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long cover the breathleſs clay, nor in- 
dulge too far the warm imagination in 


pointing out the various delights you 


might have poſſeſſed, had this child 
been ſtill living. Theſe are too ofter: 
mere illuſions at beſt, and often dan- 
gerous. Inſtead of this, endeayour 
to fix your eye upon the goſpel of 
CHRIS, and contemplate its dac- + 
trines with more devout attention. 
Conſider “* what manner of love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon you, in 
calling and making you the children 
of his grace ;” think what abundant 
proviſion he has made for your ſup- 
port and comfort in the ſufferings, 
death, and reſurrection of his ſon ; the 
illuſtrious example of his patience, and 


that of many of his followers ; and 
the aſſurances he has given you of 


© prefent 
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preſent ſuccours and future glory; a» 
glory made exceedingly more abun- 
dant by the affiictions you properly 

endure and improve. — You now 
mourn, but your mourning ſhall ſoon: 
have an end, and be loſt in the Joy of 
eternity. — Gop himſelf will wipe 
away all tears from your eyes, and 


the deepeſt impreſſions of ſorrow from 
& 


your hearts. If you have any doubt 
of this, inſtead of giving up your 


thoughts to uſeleſs grief, think how- 


ſuch doubts may be effectually re- 


moved, and your calling and election 
made ſure; how you may meet the laſt 
enemy, and bear the laſt conflict, with 


a fortitude and hope becoming your 


profeſſion. Take occaſion from this fad: 


experience of the vanity. of the deareſt 
Joys in this world of mortality below, 


to ſet your affections on the things 
above; and converſe more conſtantly, 


more intimately, with that world, 
where the objects of your delight will 
2} never 


* 
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never diſappoint. your expectations, 


but all be ſolid, fatisfying, immortal! 


— TIE is nothing, 'ETERNITY is 


all 


« Nor ſhould you forget | that provi- 


£6 


C6 


dence has placed you in a ſtation of life, 
that naturally attracts the attention of 
many who are prepared to obſerve your 
behaviour on tl is, and all ſuch diſtin- 


guiſhing occaſioi s; do not ſuffer your- 
ſelves to ſink in their eye; but endea- 
vour to maintain the dignity of your 
Chriſtianity, and do honour to the 
grace of Gop beſtowed on you. Thus 


the good will be animated to faith and 


patience by your example, and the 
wicked be forced to confeſs that there 


is a glorious reality in the goſpel of 


CHRIST, and ſuch as inſpires the mind 


with a fortitude and hope ſuperior to 
all adverſity. Impatience, dejection, 
and puſillanimous complainings, diſ- 


grace the Chriſtian character, and give 
| Fs „ the. 
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<« the 4% world a mean opinion o 
« doctrines and promiſes that cannot 
<< ſupport their believers under even à 


% common calamity.” 


This is the inſtructive and encouraging 
language of the RELIGION of JeSUs + 
May you, my dear and honoured friends, 
hear it with attention, and feel i its divine 


power | Jam, &c. 
„„ 
1 r 
Page ae 5 
4. . for as Garg, read as are here 


oy 8 dele, the great, before Jehovah 
54. 17. for tell me, read ſay 
55. Note. for @pora, read wpore 
63. 5. dele Mahometans and 
70. 10 and 11. for never, read ever 
81. 6. for Hat prejence, read his ory 
86. 4. for call, read bring 
100. 22, for * read our 
116. 19. after odver/e, read that 
| 20. after countenance, read will 
118. 13, for them, read it 
100. 13. for man, read men 
161. 13. dele comma after ongbt 
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